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In this endeavour to comply with the earnest and 

:repeated request of' my children and grandchildr·en, to f'Ul•nish 

them with some written record of' the p:rincipal events o:r my 

life, I should be glad, were it in my power to give them also 

some accurate information regarding my O'?m ancestry. 

Unfortunately I know but little on this subject. 

personal knowledge o~ either of' my grandfathers. 

I had no 

But my 

impression is that my grandfather Cripps was a well educated 

man of' some property and influence in Newport Pagnel where 

he ca1•ried on the business of a brewer·. My mother's father 

( Mr Roger•s) resided I believe at Sherrington near Newport 

Pagnel where he had a f'ann and also carried on the business 

Of' a "common carrier" between that !}lace and London; in the 

earlier par·t· of his lif'e by means of' _pack horses and after­

wards by a v.ragon once a week, which I believe at that time 

\'las the only 1node of' public conveyanc~. My fatherp who was 

born in 1'760 and was a younger son, having received a good 

education, was apprenticed to a hatter in London, after 

which he ·went to UeW))or·t· Pagnel where for some time he found 

employment in the draper's shop of Mr Gee (in the high street) 

af'tel'?Tards occupied by ltfr Redden. There I have reason to 

believe he soon became very popular, being a man of' 

considerable intelligence, 'f!ith good conversational powers, 

a good singer, and mor•eover a: good chu1•chman. There being 
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then no other draper• s shop in the town, my f'ather and his 

. :friends thought there was a :rair opening f'or another~ and 

Yrishing to be married and settloo, he took a small house 

ttround the corneru and entered on business on his own account, 

I tllink this was in or about the year 1785, and :ror some time 

his business was very promising. He was elected church-

warden and was well supported by the public in the town and 

neighbourhood. This however did not last long. During his 

apprenticeship in London he had attended the ministry of' Dr 

Romaine, the result being strong religious convictions which 

never entirely lef't him. · At the time of' his ar>pointment to 

the of'fice of' Churchwa2uen, the clergyman was a man of' 

dissolute habits, very p2•o:rane, &"1d :frequently d=!'-'inking to. 

excess, and my :father a:rter· a long and painful struggle with 

his convictions, felt compelled by a sense o:f duty &,d a 

2•egard :for his best interests, to ,leave the church and attend 

worship ·at the Independant Chapel then unde2• the charge of' 

the Rev. Vhn. Bull the f'riend o:r the poet Cowper, who said of' 

him "He is a man of' ·learning and g.en1us, master o:f a fine 

imagination, or rathe2• not master of' itJ' 

My :ratheJ:> knew full well that in leaving the. church 

he was placing in great peril his worldly interests; :for at 

that time, and :ror many years a:rterwa1·ds, dissenters were 

bitterly opposed &"1d held in great contempt. To such an. 

extent was this the case that many of' my :rather'. s friends 
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(so called) and customers, afte:r: personally remonst1·ating 

with him to no effect,. drew UJ.) and signed a "I'OUt'J.d r•obin" 

th:>:•eatening him with the loss of' their fl•iendship and custom 

unless he would abandon the meetin-e; house and return to his 

11Pl'O:Per" :POsition in the established. chur•ch .. It was a hard 

alternative, for he knew that unless he complied with their 

l'Iishes his business vmuld greatly suffe1•; and as his 

family was increasing he could ill afford to make so great.a 

sacrifice. J.~to1·eover, his own mother 'ffho was then residing 

·with him was a very deteunined enemy to all "methodism" or 

dissent in any fOl'!!t, and even my clear· mother herself could 

not for some time make up her mind to a:ppr'Ove o:f his fo:t'saking 

the church. We Of the present day have little conception 

of' the extent of the bigot1~ at that time existing, or the 

length to which men 1 s prejudices carried them. Hy poor 

father was not merely shunned, but was most bitterly ouposed 

and held up to contempt by his old acquaintance. They some 

of' them were in the.habit of waylaying h~n as he went to 

chapel, following him with sneers and groans. songs weJ.•e 

also sung about the streets in whieh he i'laS held up to 

ridicule and nicknamed "Joey Whimsey". Meanwhile his family 

was increasing and his means o:f supporting them rapidly 

diminishing. His health also was suf:fering :fl'Om frequent 

attacks of epilepsy, and at one time he was laid up with a 
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broken thigh, occasioned by a horse he was riding at a 

fUneral~ rearing up and falling upon him. no wonder that 

all these circumstances, operating on a mind peculiarly 

sensitive and Dl~ne.to despondency, should produce intense 

anxiety, and cuL-ninate in a diso:rdered state of the ne1•vous 

system which at times to a great extent incapacitated him fOr 

:proper attention to business. Few men ever suffered more 
. 

than he from nervous dejection which at times, as I well 

recollect was a cause of great anxiety to his family and 

friends, and. rendel.'ed it necessar'Y to have some one always 

Vfith him to watch over and avert fl.•om hi.t"n very serious 

consequences. But although he was sometimes on the vel"'.f 

verge of despair, he continued steadfast to his religious 

princi:ples and convictions in which happily he was lovingly 

sustained by my dear mother vrho after a brief' struggle with 

previous p1•ejudices, was by the grace of' God l~d to similar 

convictions and was now willing to brave all, and to give up 

all :for the sake of' those :principles. She VTas soon led t.o 

unite with him and with the religious society of which he 

had become a member, and thus sustained, he held on firmly 

and consistently, and at length triumphantly in his Christian 

course. In time his enemies one by one became reconciled, 

and not a few among them gave u:p their Drejudices, and became 

also members~ some of' them (notably his nephew Mr G. Osborn) 
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very ef'ficient and consistent me.mbe1•s, of' the religious 

SOciety with which he was united and which they had for years 

so bitterly opposed. I may also mention that by the good 

J.Jrovidence of God, and under the able t1·eatment of his 

physician (Dr Lettsom) he was entirely cured (I believe up 

to that tL.'11e an almost unprecedented. fact) of' his epileptic 

fits, and the evening of his days was serene and unclouded, 

and his end ~as emphatically peacefUl and happy, and his 

memory very fragrant. For he sustained through the whole 

Of his life an uprightness and consistency which compelled 

even those who had been his most bitter opponents to respect 

his character, and some of them, as I have said, to follow 

his example. 

Still, for many yea1·s~ it was a hard struggle. 

SUch is a brief' and most inadequate outline of my dear 

father's li:fe and experience. Eleven children were given 

to him of' whom six survived him, and two only are now living 

myself' and my sister Betsy. I was the third surviving son 

and was born on the 231~ July 1798. My first 1·ecollections 

go back to the time when at the age of th1•ee or :four years 

I was sent to a dame•s school kept by one SUkey cawson, 

a...'1d I have a distinct l'emembrance of making my appea1•ance 

there one day with a blue paper on which was printed "Peace 

and Plenty". This was in 1802 at the short peace o:f .Amiens. 
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Ma.11y recollections more or less distinct, are floating o:ften 

in my mind of events and incidents in my life at this early 

period - notably, the death of my old grandmother at the "' fo 

age of 84, and the birth o:f my little sister susan, which 

event was probably the cause of my being sent to Su..Xey 

Cavrson' s school to be out of the way. Then how well I 

remember my fi~·st ,jacket and trowsers which were made o:f 

"nankeen" and ornmnented (!) with globular brass buttons· 

extending to the shoulder. My thoughts also o:ften revert 

to the seat I occupied on my little stool close by. my mother 

in the chimney corner in the snug old parlour~ and studying 

the Dutch tiles which sm·~·ounded the })ar·lour grate and 

contai.t.l.ing :pictures in blue on a white ground of scriptm·e 

events·, to wit, our Saviour at the well with the woman of 

samaria - the angel with a drawn s-..rEoru forbidding Balaam 

and his ass to go that way, and, several other representations 

of a like character. It was about this time that I was 

.attacked with scarlet fever and was laid up in my little crib 

close to my dear mOther'S bed, the curtains Of Which were a 

great source o:f ad:iniration and delight to me. They were 

made o:f printed calico, and. represented little men and. 

women, some of them :play~ng at nblind man's buff", and one 

young lady on a 5Vling suspended from a tree with another to 

assist by pushing her behind. They were wonderfUl pictures 

to my childish eyes. I often wish that I now knew where 
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they a1·e to be found. It was about this t~e also, not long 

before my grandmother's (ieath, that I met with a very painfUl 

and serious accident.. The servant had been preparinf'; 

some toast :for the old lady's b:rea..'l\.f'ast and had taken off 

the crust and le:ft it on a plate on the d:resser. S11e had 

also just tal\.en the coffee pot off the fire, and placed that 

on the dresser very near to the toast crus·cs. By standing 

on tiptoe or on a little stool I could just ma'l.age to r·each 

the latter, ru1d in t1~ing to do so I upset the coffee pot 

and received its boiling contents on my poor naked bosom. 

I was fearfUlly scalded a.11d the ma1•l\.s of the large scar 

remain very conEVicuous to the present day. 

Afte1• this time and when I was about six o1• seven 

years old, I us~i to sleep in the garret with my father's 

aJ)prentice Geo1•ge Ar:rowsmi th, and well do I recollect his 

telling me one morning why the church bells vrere l'·inging .. 

It was because of the news r•ecei ved the night before o:r the 

great naval victory of'f' Trafalgar in which Nelson lost his 

life. I don• t think I had then heard much of the exploits 

and :f'ame of' this great he:ro, but I :fUlly urtderstood tJ1at his 

death was f'elt to be a :fear:ftll cala.rrrity, and from that time 

I f'elt great i..."lterest in the wonderfUl incj_dents of his 

brilliant career. 

My school education had by this time fairly 

commenced, for I had been l'anoved when about six year·s old, 
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to a school kept by my uncle William in Marsh End, a little 

below SUkey Cawson 1 s. Uncle William was my father• s eldest 

brother, and on my grandfather's death had succeeded to his 

business and inherited a large sha:t•e o:f his }Jro:perty. .His 

ext1·avagant habits and neglect o:f business however soon 

reduced him to poverty, and in o1•der to obtain a living he 

opened a dayschqol f'or boys, while his wi:fe (\':!hO was my 

mother's sister) kept school in another room for girls. 

It shews how very slender were the means o:r education at 

that period, that several of my aunt's pupils came eve~J 

morning :from Sherrington· (two miles away) r•etu:rning in the 

evening. My uncle's habits were very eccentric. For 

months together he would remain shut u;p in the house and was 

not. to be seen out o:f doors. This seclusion was fOllowed 

by the o:p:posite ~xtrem.e, and he would be rambling all over 

the neighbourhood,. and was o:ften,bruught home in. a state of 

intoxication. To :Prevent this~ on one occasion which I well 

recollect, af'ter eve1~ other effort had failed, his nephew 

Dr Rogers, put an effectual stop to his wanderings by produc~ 

ing blisters on his feet so that he had to be carried in 

a chair to attend to his duties in the schoolx~om~ all which 

I :remember he used to bear very patiently and sometimes veJ.-y 

meri•ily, as though he thought it a capital joke, as indeed 

it was. He had h±mself received a good education and was 
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at least quite COI®etent to teach not, merely the three Rs 

but seve:ral of' the highe:r branches o:r education had his 

pupils or their friends required that more should be taught. 

This hov1ever was not the case .. He taught me to read and 

write, and made me acquainted with the f'i1•st tlu•ee or f'om• 

rules in Arithmetic and that was all. I may here mention 

that in one of his eccent1•ic moods he sent me home one day 

shorn of the long curls which used to overspread my shoulde~s 

and in which my old nurse Sally Joyce took so much pride .. 

Poor dear old girl! I f'eax• she went dovm to her grave 

. without ever having forgiven this wbarbal'OUS 1
' outrage on 

her pet little samson. My father had two other br~thers 

George who kept the "Neptune11 Inn at Ne\"TPOrt ~ and. Tlwmas 

who had a little grocery shop and also carried. on the 

business of a cooper at Sherrington. My rrDther had also 

two brothers, John Rogers who had a good fax~ at Sherrington, 

and Thomas v1ho was a doctor at newport. One of my father• s 

sisters married Mr Osborn a woolsta:pler, and another married 

Mr Jefferson a feltmonger, both of' Newport. One of my 

mothe1•' s sisters became the wife, as above mentioned, of my 

uncle Willi~un, and another married a :farme1• at Sherx•ington 

named Griggs. And this is about all I know of' these :family 

matters. To return now to my per·sonal histo:t•y, I think 

it was in the year 1808, and when I was ten years old. that 
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George and I were sent to school at l!tarket Harbo:rough where 

my brothel· J.ose:ph had preceded us, and still remained fOr 

another year,. after which he was apprenticed to Lawton and 

Bry&."1, drapers at Leiceste1• vrith whom in due time he became 

a pa!'tner. The school was conducted by the Rev. G. Gill 

.and Mr Fox. They lived in separate houses, the school being 

on the premises occupied by Mr Gill where the chapel now 

stands, Mr Fox living higher up on the Leiceste1• road. 

Joseph 'boarded at Ur Gill's and George fu'1.d I at Mr Fox• s. 

I think there were in all about thirty boa!~ers and perhaps 

twenty day scholars. There was a small playground attached 

to each house, but we ~ve:re also allowed to J)lay within 

cert%in bounds in. the street. Mr Gill.had nothing to do 

with teaching except to the Latll1 class (to which I belonged) 

and the catechism which he taught us on every Saturday 

afternoon- to the church boys' the church eatec:r.ism and to. 

the sons of Dissenters the Assembly•s catechism. He was an 

ex.ceedingly kind hearted man, but now and then the good man 

lost his temper, and then woe be to the .boy who came within 

the reach of' his knuckles! 

our tasl:s vrere by no means severe, and much o:f our 

ti.L--ne in school hours was idled away. Nor was the discipline 

remarkably strict. Mr Fox would now and the11. give us a. 

sharp box on the ear, or what we called a 11 custard", which 
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consisted in making us hold out our hand to receive a sharp 

blow with his cane .. There was but one "birchingtt all the 

time that I was there, and as I was the unfortu..'4ate 

individual on whom thms degl'ading pu .. i'1ishment was inflicted 

a fact which I should probabls' have left unmentioned could I 

not with a good conscience clecla1·e that I clid not desel'Ve it. 

The boy who was. entitled to this distinction was Burgess of 

Leicester a :fellow much bigger and older than myself and a 

regular bully a>nong us little ones .. He had been t eazing me 

all the morning, and when I became il•ritated. and attempted 

to l'etaliate by kicking his shins, he tripped me up ful.d 

threw me on the ground. Evans the ushe:t.> instead ot pulling 

Burgess off or t~lling h~~ to let me alone~ laid hold upon 

me, and just as I was struggling to get :free :from them both, 

Mr Fox ca.111e into the school. By this ti;'11e I was certainly 

in a great :passion, and -i·Jhen he saw me kick.ing and struggling 

he at once concluded that I was the delinquent. I felt the· 

injustice of' this and prob~bly said so. At all eva~ts he 

conside:eed :P..imself' somehow insulted, a..YLd to vindicate l1..is 

authority sent Evans to cut some twigs f~rom a poplar &~d with 

a rod thus f'ormed inf'licted upon me the degr•ading and 

undeserved :rmnishment while Burgess the real of·:render• 

I am afraid I never thorut~hly forgave 

either the master•, the usher or my· schoolfellow. 

on the whole however• we boys .led a happy lif'e while 
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at school, but the education we received did not &uount to 

much being mostly con:fined to the three Rs with which I was 

IH'eviously pretty well acquainted, and ·the latter of' which 

was never I think ca:z.•1•ied :further than nvulgar. fractionstt-

A..'1d I was taken away at the end of :fOur years without having 

even heaJ.>d of' such a science as Algebra Ol' Geometry or the 

mathematics, ~nd wit11 very little knotlfledge o:f·either· Histo1-y 

or Geogr•aphy. It is true that now and then we 1•ead in 

class something of English history and that })erha:ps two or 

three times in the com·se of' the half' year the Globes were 

brought out and we were told somethi.L"1g about the «polesn 

and the "equator'' and all that,. but the teaching on these 

subjects was very vague a~d superficial a~d scarcely 

sufficient to ,justi:fy the cl1a:cge made in the Christmas 

bills :fol• the »use o:f the maps and globes". In 1812 I 

left school and for a i'eYr months was employed in my father• s 

shop,. and afterwards for 2 years or so at Stoney. stratford 

with my :rather• s old :friend. Mr George Wallis. Having thus 

:piclced up some little knowledge of the retail drapery 

business I was in 1814 apprenticed :ror five yea1•s to Mr~s 

Palmer at Hitchin. But bef'ore my·. time had expired~ Mrs 

Palmel~ being about to receive ·her son into partnership, 

my indentures were cancelled and I found eliwloyment with Mr 

Gilbertson of Hertfo2~ to whom Mrs Pa~er gave me very 
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f'latt ering recommendations. While at Hal'tf'ord I read a 

good deal about America, er:Jl) eoially a very int e1•est1ng book 

written by Mr Birkbeck, and it soon became a fixed idea in 

my mind that if' I ever had it in my power I would certainly 

look about me there before settling down to any business in 

England. It was my f'ather•s wish however that I should 

return home and endeavour to help him in ca1•:r.•ying on his 

little business at Newport. so in 1818 I once more had my 

place behind his count e1·.. Meanwhile Hr Ayers had come to 

Newport and we soon became very intimate; and in om· walks 

and talks America became a favorite topic with us, and I 

became more and mo1•e impa·tient and dissatisfied with the 

narl'OW sphere in which I was then working. I saw no 

prospect of' accorn:plishing much at Newport, and it was soon 

agreed on all hands that it was every way desirable that the 

old shop should be closed and my dear father be released 

from the anxieties of' business. so an arrangement was 

made by ·which his little stock o:r goods was purchased at a 

valuation to be made by Mr Wallis on the one side and Mr 

Lovell of' Olney on the other, and divided between the two 

other d:rape1•s M1• Kilpin and Mr Redden. 

This being accom:plished, I f'el t myself' at :full 

liberty to carry out my favorite plan of' going to America. 

Ur Ayers had in the meantime made enquiries on the subject 
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among his friends in London, and said to me one day, "Wal~ 

William, if you have made up your mind to go, you had better 

take some Lace with you, :f'Or I· am told there is a good danand 

:ror it there, and if you like I will sell you a little lot 

to start with, the profits on which may meet all the expenses 

of' the voyage. 11 ll':ron that time I began to make preparations 

fOr a start. 4nd my dear :rather and mother not only gave 

their assent to my project, but the :former lent me £100 so 

that I could pay Mr Ayars ·:for one half of the goods in cash. 

My brother Joseph also ient me £20 which together with what 

I had saved out of my small earnings v1hile at Hertford, 

would I thought suffice to carry me to New York and land me 

with a :raw pounds. in my pocket when I arrived there. 

S o towards the lat tar end of March 1819 (I tl1ink 

on the 26th) I said 11good bye" t.o the dear :friends at· Newport, 

and left by coach to Leicester en route :fOr Liverpool. Uy · 

dear mother, anxious to have a last peep at her wandering 

boy, ftalked over North Bridge and waved a fa:r.•ewell l':.1ss as 

the coach rattled past her. The fOllowing day I went to 

Livei~ool where I received a ve17 kind welcome fl~m a f'l~end 

and old schoolfellow of Mr Ayers, (Mr Watkin) who carried on 

the business of a shipmal\.er in "Commutation Row" very nearly 

opposite to where St George's Hall now stands. And during 

the remainder of the week, his house became my home. The 
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next day I was running about the docks in search or a ship, 

and at length took a steel:~e passage in the good ship 

"Euphratestt Captn stoddart. Here I f'irat met with George 

Gurnett, o:f whom I shall have much to say. We were both 

leaving England :fOr the :first times> to seek our :fortvnes 

in the New world.. Gurnett hailed f'rom Horsham in sussex. 

He. was a f'ew years older than myself' and had bee..'1 in 

business as a currier, but not having been successfUl was on 

his way to canada where he had a brother living at Anc~aster, 

a small town, not far frOm Hamilton. We soon agreed to 

"chumtt together, and having fixed on our berth, sallied out 

· to purchase our little stock o:r Pl'OVisions for the voyage, 

and having stowed them on board the Euphrates, spent the day 

in rambling about Liverpool. The ship was advertised to 

sail, "wind and weather :pelmitting" on saturday the 31st 

Ma1•ch on which day we went on board, but the wind being 

unfavorable we anchored in the Mersey. The :fOllowing day, 

. being assured by Ca}?tn Stoddart that our departure must be 

postponed till the morrow, and being anxious not only to 

escape f'l'Om our 'lmcomfortable steerage quarters, but also 

to go to some place of' worship, we went ashore again, and in 

the af'ternoon crossed over to the Cheshire side. At night 

there being no change in the wind we went to a fishe1man• a 

cottage close by the shore and ve1•y near to the ship, and 



went to bed, the fishe1man engaging to put us on board 

early in the morning i:f the wind should change. 

16. 

Monday morning April 2nd, 1819 at 4 o • clock. we were 

rous~d f'rOm our slumbers - the wind had chopped r01md 

during the night, the morning was very beautif'UJ., a.YLd our 

.fisherman soon rowed us to the ship. .Anchor was weighed, 

the sails spre~d and we had soon passed the Rock Lighthouse, 

and were fairly afloat with a :favorable breeze which 

continueQ. with us the whole o:r the voyage. 

With the exception of my friend Gurnett and one or 

two others I fOund myself among a rather 1~ugh lot of :fellow 

passengers, and often regretted that I ha~ ventur·ed on going 

in the steerage. Neve1·theless it was comforting· to know 

that the ten 01• a dozen pounds so saved would be of no smaJ.l 

service to me on my a1•ri val in New York, so I tried to put 

up, as well as I could with thir~s as they were. There was 

at least one other decent and respectable man among the 

stee1·age passengers. His name was Borkstaver, a native of 

Montgome:r-y in the State of New York, not f'ar from Newburgh 

on the Hudson. He had been to England to endeavour to 

establish his cla~ to some~roperty there and was returning 

unsuccessfUl. One of the cabin passengers Mr Alex: Hewitt 

seve1·a1 times came among us. on the fo:rward deck and talked 

with me and Gurnett, and before our arrival in ltew York gave 

me his address .132 water st and told me if I called on him · ' 
... ! 
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he would do what he could to f'Ol'\'lfard my views .. M1• Hewitt 

was agent in New York for Hr Ralph Orrell o±"' stockport for 

the sale of' his Sewing cotton. We had f'ine weather, a 

smooth sea and favorable wind during the whole o:r the voyage 

which was accomplished in twenty days, the sho1•test passage 

I believe that up to that time had ever been made by a 

merchant vessel. We lay to :ror an hour or two on the 

Banks o:r Newfbundland and caught some f'ine cod fish, and saw 

several whales. On SUnday the 22nd April we })assed Sandy 

Hook and came to an a..nchor in the bay. The captain was 

kind enough to put me and Gurnett ashore on staten Island, 

and in the evening we want in a small f'erl~ boat f'l~m 

Stapleton to New York. The fer1~ boat was sailed by Mr 

Vanderbilt, who afterwards became one o:r the wealthies·t men 

in America.. We landed at the Battery and took UJ! our 

quarters at Mr Jesserp•s No 8 Front street, a boa1~ng 

house which was recommended to us by Mr Bookstaver. 

Next day I called on Mr Hewitt who gave me 

permission to take my goods to his warehouse, and afterwards 

intl'Oduced me to several o:r his friends who then and during 

many subsequent years became good customers to me. Mean-

while I became acquainted with a young Englishman nruned 

Hollis, the nephew of' Mr G.Barnes a Lace manufacturer o:r 

Northampton with whom my fathel' was well acqultinted. Hollis 
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was a well educated young man~ but having been bl'Ought up 

with a view to entering the al'iny knew nothing of' business. 

lie had recen~ly arrived in New Yo:rk with a view to travel 

in the states~ and· had bl'Ought with him several. hundred 

pounds' worth o·:r Lace, which he had purchased f':t'Ol!l Barnes 

who was his :rather' s executor. These he placed in my. hands 

·:ror sale on colTII!ti.ssion. This addition to my stock was of' 

great assis~ance in enabling me to dispose o:r my own goods 

so that in a :few weeks all were sold at a ve17 good Pl'Of.it. 

All looked very Pl'Oroising and I Wl'Ote home in 

great glee. But a sad reverse was near at hand which I. 

cannot explain better than by copying the following letter 

to my brother Joseph dated June 231'd 1819 and which having 

been :found among his papers when he d:i.ed carne into the hands 

o:f Mrs Matheson and by herwas shewn to me since I commenced 

writing this nar1·ative. I little thought when penning 

this letter sixty thl·ee years ago that it would. come to 

light again and be used :for such a purpose after so long 

an interval. It was written on board a schooner in which I 

was sailing frOm Boston to New York, and is dated "Of':f Cape 

Cod11 June 23rd 1819. 

"My dear Joseph 

Before this reaches you I hope you will have 

received 95 Guineas wlU.ch I sent by :Mr Hollis (nephew to Mr 
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Barnes o:r Northa.rnpton) who sailed :from Boston in the Ship 

'1 T1•1 ton tt on Monday. I Pl'ef'erred thj.s mode of' !'emittance to 

a Bill of' Exchange as a good ome cannot be Pl'Ocured :for less 

than 2 per cent, payable at 60 days sight. I know not how 

to ente1• U:Pon an explanation of' the circumstances which 

induced me to make this remittance to you. It is an 

un:rortunate tale, and one which I am sure will awaken your 

tenderest sympathies, but I hope it will af':ford some r_elief' 

to my o"'rm mind to unburden' its sorr'Ows to one vrhose prudence 

and af'f'ection I shall not appeal to in vain. 

Ohl my brother -· if' ever I needed your pity, your 

sympathy, your advice, and your assista.11ce it is under my 

present circumstances.· But I will keep you no longer in 

suspense. I have sent you all the money that I possessed, 

retaining only a :few dollars upon which to support myself' 

until I can hear :fl'Om you Pl'OVided I am unable to procure 

employment. I did possess more, but I have been l'Obbed of' 

it. But a short tXroe ago,·and I was rejoici~~ in my good 

success and reflecting with no small degree of' s.at~sf'a:ct'i:on 

on the pleasure my :fl.•iends woUld :reel when they became 

·acquainted with my good :fortune. I was happy in the thought 

that while thousands may be ruining themselves by traf'f'icking 

on a large scale to this count1-y, I had obtained such a profit 

upon my goods as woUld enable me to l.'Emit to more than 
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their amount and encourage me to send f'or a n·esh supply. 

It was my intention, as soon as circumstances would admit, 

to visit my native land. I already anticipated the j~yfUl 

welcome, and the heart:felt congratulations of my friends, 

and upon this subject my mind dwelt with an enthusiastic 

delight unknown to those who have not been similarly situated. 

These fond ex.pectations, these pleasing hopes, and all my 

plans and my intentions have been blasted and f'rUst1·ated by 

the villainy of a man calling himsel:fmy friend!- He had 

all the a1Jpearance of' a man o:r·respectability. He had been 

Captain o:f an America."1 vessel and was· endeavouring to obtain 

another. He had been boarding many weeks at the house to 

which I was recommended, and I _felt satisfied in having my 

bed in the same l'OOm with one who appeared to be well knoV~m 

and somewhat respected. I had been receiving a considerable 

sum o:f money, and being obliged t? go out again the same 

evening was :rear:f'Ul of carrying so much about with me and 

therefOre deposited it in my box intending in the morning 

to place it in the Bank till I wanted to make a remittance. 

oaptn. Erwin· was in the l'Oom; he saw me put my 

money in the box, but little did I suspect that he was 

meditating my 1~n. I :returned in the evening and soon 

went to bed but having &"1 engagement early next morning, I 

was up early, and sold a parcel of' goods before br~ak:fast. 



On my return, what was my astonishment and dismay 

on finding my box forced open aDd the money I had placed 

in it (amounting to seven hundred dollars) no longer there! 

Captn .. Erwin did not come in to breakfast - he was not to 

be :round, and suspicion immediately fell on him.. I went 

and gave in:fonnation at the Police Office, a warrant was 

issued for his apprehension. He was consequently ta.~en into 

custody and examined, but the money was not found upon him, 

and although there existed in the minds of' every one the 

st1~ngest conviction that he was the thief', there was not~~ng 

in the evidence which would justifY the magiatrate in 

committing him. No hope now remains that I shall ever 

recover this money; consequently my hopes are withered, my 

prospects blighted, my plans frustrated, and I am a prey to 

the most melancholy, but unavailing regrets. I thought I 

had more :rortitude, that I was in some measure .12_repa.J.•ed for 

the vicissitudes of li:fe, and that I could bear with more . 

col'fll)osure my share of those troubles and misfOrtunes to which 

all are liable and f'l'Om which but very few are entirely 

exempt. I do possess some fortitude. I think I _!!m thus 

prepared. Let misfortunes surround and assail me vrere .I . 

alone to suffer by them, I think I could encounter them 

with a smile. Loss of .I.?l'OI?~rtx: were it my own should not 

affect me; I would tx~ to pal~ with it without a sigh -
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but it is an aggravation of my present sorrow, that others 

must pai•take of it, and my loss is :felt most severely when 

I reflect that others must suffer by it. But I check 

myself. Thank God! my health is still preserved to me 

and may but Providence continue to me this blef!sing, my 

hands shall not soon ti.re, my exertions shall not abate, 

economy and perseverance shall not be wanting, but every 

e:f'fort shall be employed :ror them, and I shall not conside1• 

my time as my own until I have it in my power to discharge 

the debt I have-unavoidably contracted, ru1d to reflect with 

satisfaction that no one has su:ffered loss by the confidence 

they reposed in me. But in the meantime much care and 

prudence and management will be necessary to conceal from my 

:rather a..'1.d mother· a circumstance which I am sure would 

occ~sion them great uneasiness. For this purpose I make 

the 1•emittance to you, and I wish you to do with it what you 

may conceive to be most prudent., only premising that i:f my 

father and mother could be kept ignorant o:r my misf'Ortune, 

i-t would prevent their :reeling that anxiety which a knowledge 

o:r the circumstance would certainly occasion and my. own 

distress would be ve1~ much alleviated. 

You are aware how I am situated. My :rather 

advanced me £100 which our :friend Ayers received in part 

payment :ror the goods I purchased o:r him which amounted to 

i2oo. I therefore owe my :rathe1• £100, Mr Ayers £100 and 
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yourself' £20. What I have sent you will be barely 

sufficient to pay either my :rathel' o:f Mr A ... I have :ror 

some time had reason to consider the latter my :friend and 

I am persuaded his :friendship is of' that nature which cannot 

be changed or i'Jnl)aired by my mis:f'ortunes. He :feels too I 

am sure that regard :ror my :rather's welfare, a..'1d that 

knowledge of his usual wea'i\. and nervous state as would 

induce him to suf'f'er some inconvenience when he fbund his 

1nte1•est was opposed to my father's comfort. He would 

v therefore I have lit.tle doubt willingly wait till I was able 

to pay what I owe him.. But I see no reasonable prospect of' 

doing this f'or some time to come unless I can have more goods 

selit out to me. I have fblmed a pretty business coPnection 

in New York, Philadelphia and other places who all promise 

to a:ff'ord me every encouragement in their power, and to 

whom I coUld sell a considerable 'quantity of' Lace if' I 

could have 1 t sent to me charged low, provided I coUld 

receive them by the latter end of' September or the beginning 

of October .. If' charged low I could obtain a prof'it upon 

them of' :rrom 15 to 20 per cent independa"1t of the duties. 

If Ayers thinks it Pl'U4ent as things are to :fUrnish me with 

more goods, you can pay him the 95 Guineas, but he will not, 

as in the :f'onner instance have any part o:r those he may ~· 

think proper to send, paid for in advance .. But I have no 
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doubt I coUld very soon dispose of than, and save something 

by them towards paying my :rather and yourself. 

with a few good friends in New Yo1·k and I hope from one of 

them to obtain a commission by which to support myself 

till I can heal' :from ·you. My main anxiety is that my 

father should know no~hing of' the circumstance, and if it 

were possible (which I conceive it may be) it would be a 

roost desirable thing to conceal it also n:oro othe:I·s. If 

this could be done,. it would. be, I can assure you, no small 

l'elief to me. True, everyone is liable to misfortunes 

of' this nature, and we l~now they :f'l•equently occur. My 

:friends I am sure would be ready to pity and assist me, but 

we know. too that the world is censorious, and there are no 

doubt those who woUld take advantage o:r this misfortune to 

throw out insinuations which if listened to would be, or 

rather might be injurious to my character. There m:•e such 

:people in the world, . and I know how to despise ~h5m, but I 

shoUld not wish to be placed in their power. I don' t l~now 

that by saying more I could give you a better l~nowledge of 

roy situation. One thing I :forgot. My father must know 

·that I have sent a remittance or he will feel uneasy under 

the idea that it is not in my power. But if' Ayers agrees 

to send me more goods, would it not be meritorious,· ·or rather 

a kind of' pious cheat to deceive him as to the amormt o:r the 
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remittance? I shall novt YTri t e to him and also to Mr Ayers. 

Perhaps it would be well to fbr~ard this letter to the 

latter accompa.'1ied with such remarks as you may think proper. 

I am sure you will do all in your power for me. I there-

fore leave the matter entirely to your management and remain 

my dear Joseph 

Your affectionate but unforttmate Bl"'ther. 

P. s. I am now on my way by the packet n·om Boston to New 

York.. I have been at the :ronner· place selling goods f'or 

Mr Hollis who pays expenses.rt 

It is my wish in writing this little narrative to 

confine myself as much as possi.ble to a s:iJn...,ple statement of 

facts, and to leave them without note or comment, to speak 

for themselves, but I cannot bring to a close this first 

chapter of my American life without some l'ecognition o:r that 

ttpl'OVidence which shapes our lives, l'Ough hew them as we may:· 

For, looking back to the above l'ecord in the light of 

subsequent events one cannot help giving exPression to the 

conviction that ttit is not in man who walketh to direct his 

steps. tt whatever roight have been my wishe~, my desti.ny 

was not under my control. I had to rennain :for a time in 

America whether I wished it or not, for I had not the means 

fur returning to England. My first object on reaching 

New York on parting with Mr Hollis, was to obtain €ml)loyment 
i 
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of some kind or other by v:hich I might eal'n erL01.1!J;h to cover 

my e:::penses until I coul<l hear t>rora home: 1 but eve:r.·ything at 

that time seemed to be going a~ainst me. It was just the 

worst season o:f the year tor business and day a:rter clay 

passed in n·uitless efforts to obtain something to do. 

}J.ean'i''!iile the very m-:iall amount of' money I had hroueht from 

Boston was :east din:inishing and I was in a sta.te of n:iwl 

well nigh bordering on des:pai:r. To remain in the city 

wandel•ing. nbout in enforced idlenes8 became intolerable. 

I must get ar;:ay :from it, and so at. length I made up my mind 

to go into the cou:.1try. I might -possibly find. worl.;: in the 

hayfield - at all events I could :r.·ou::gh it there better 

than in the city and so :r.·educe my ex:penses and if possible 

nmake both ends meet." 

It \Yas then the latter end O-'-~ June and T could not .!. .... 

hO!)G fOI' an answer to my letters be :fore September, fo:r• at 
-.. 

that time the mails came by sailing vessels ( steamshi1)S 

being w~known) at long intervals. It then o~cur:r·ed to me 

that pe::r·haps Bookstav13r my fellow passenger, might be of' 

service in obtaining some employment :fen.• rae on a fam or in 

a country store. At all (7Vents I must get away from New 

Yorl;. or I should eo cr·azy .. so I pu.t up a change or two of' 

under clothing, anc1 off I set, trudging along until I reached 

his ho;me at Montgomery, not :far :fl'Om Newburr~h on the Hudson~ 
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and about seventy :miles f':t•om New Yo1·k .. I the:r.·e received a 

vel'Y 1-:.ind 'v'?elcomo. but soon founu that to obtain WOl'k of any 

kind the1·e was qtu t~e out of trw questlon .. I -vms bewildered 

and. beyond measure dist:resse6. ur ~ould not wo:el:., to beg I 

was ashamecl. n Heanvihile my h':3aliih continued. gooc1. 1 and I had 

found. so little clif:ficu.l ty in my long Wf.tlk to J,:ont.gcrmery, 

ar~d that "by livj_ng v~17 abste1~1iously I could get. aJ.ong aij 

fruc:1 very little expense, that a1~t e:t• co:nsulting with friend 

I',·oo,-:_,qt. f-'<Vt=:::t• f:"•·ci n_ b+. ~-.l· Yl_i 1-~_;(_ fl'OTI'.. h..~-- .I~ ..• : ·,g __ l_l "~ .,,.._, i CU"' ""1'8 "r'osn~>cti ne-t' .\:'_ ' ~ - - (,.1..1 • ,. • - . - • • • • ... -- ,..... .I- __, ...L <-<-- • •• 'J. l) '-7 - 5 

the l'nute etc I dete1Tiin0u on i-~:aH:.ing on to Sa1·1::.itts Ha:t•bour, 

(about 300 miles) and tiEmee ·to find. l:!Y v;ay to .Ancaste:r: in 

Upper canad.a, 'lflht.n•e I :felt su:r.·e o:r a waun reeept.ion fTom my 

f:r.•iend Gul'net.t. so oi'f I set aeain with 1~1y little bundle 

o1~ clothes a.nd. n stic}\. in my hand.~ dete:r•nined to Bee \Yhat I 

could of tr1e countl'Y, and to ma...-:.:e my few dolla:r.•s hold. out 

fOl' the next two months .. The '=:eather ·was hot but by 

starting each day very t'3a1'1Y I did not suffe:r.• mueh fl'mn this 

cause. 

lf.~r plan was, to walt. a few milos each day before 

b:r.·eoJ:fast, then to look out fO!' some fal'm house where I 

could obtain a basin of milk; after• 'Nhich seeking fo:r.• a 

cool r:laci:! in the \:.roods, I would :rest as well as the 

mosqtJ.itoes would let me, till the a:rte:rnoont and then 

pursuing my way, stopping now and th.:tn at a farm house to 
.. 
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refresh myself' with a wash and a bowl of' :milk and in the 

evening to obtain a cheap bed. And so I went on from day 

to day· walking on an average about twenty miles, and passing 

th1•ough Albany, Schenectady, Johnstown, Utica, Rome etc 

until I arrived, rather footsore but in good health, at 

Sacketts' Harbour. Thence I CJ}ossed Lake Ontario to Toronto 

(then. called Little Yol'l\.) and walked f'rom. the1·e to Ancaster 

where I found my n·iend G:u1•nett at his brother' a, and spent 

a few days there ve1~ pleasantly. Gurnett was about to 

PI'Oceed to Richmond in Vir•ginia, and as he was nearly as 

poor as myself and also a good walker and not an·aid of' l'OUgh 

living, we soon ag1•eed. to trudge on together as f'al.' as new 

York. Some f'l'iends had obtained employment f'Ol' him at 

Richmond as a journeyman cm'rier. So off' we trudged 

together with vel~ little money in our pockets, but in good 

health, and though I of' cou:rse was :full of' anxiety as to 

what I might hear from hQ.me and what vras to be my :f'utu:re lot 

·we were on the whole in pretty good spirits, and "ready for 

·any thing." om• first point was Nia..~a1·a not that it was 

in our direct way to New York, but a difference o:f 50 o1• 60 

miles was not of much account to us as we had plenty of' time 

before us, and we could not be within that distance of' 

Niagara Falls and not strain a point to see them. Arr•ived 

there, we soon found some cheap lodgings, and as to our 

meals, we adopted much the same plan as that which I had 
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pursued in my long p:revious r•a.rnbles - that is, we looked out 

for some cottage or :fann house where we could obtain milk 

and bread which sex·ved us for• breakfast and all our other 

meals. We spent sever•al days ther·e greatly enjoying the 

sight o±"' this gr·andest of all natur•al wonder•s, and after 

lool<.ing at them with ever increasing delight and fx·om every 

point of view, going behind the great Fall, crossing over· to 

Goat Island, and thence to the Whir•lpool a fe1<1f miles below 

and moreover seeing all we could of the Gr•and Rqpids, we 

set forward on our long tramp. At a very clean little 

cottage very near to the Falls we obtained some milk for our 

breakfast, and while we were l)artaking of it the good woma11 

of the house soon got into conversation with uso Her 

husband W?-S gone to the mill VITith a load of wheat but was to 

be at home to bre~<.fast. In the cour•se of our conver·sation 

she learned that Gurnett was on his way to Richmond and 

would be passing through Philadeibphia. The good folks had 

a son living there and Gurnett promised to call on him,and 

thus found free access to the mother's heart. While thus 

engaged in talking to her, the husband made his appearance, 

and being told what had passed he very kindly insisted on 

our tal<.ing breakfast with them, an invitation which you may 

be sur·e we very gladly accepted. But before we sat down 

with them to breakfast the family Bible was br~ught in and 
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we all knelt down to family worship. I thinK I shall never 

forget the good man 1 s prayer for us and for om· f'J.•iends in 

England. This was the fi:t•st ti.me since leaving home that I 

had enjoyed this :privilege of family worship and it was 

indeed a privilege, and I think it helped us on ou1• v.ray. 

After saying ttgood byau to this kindhearted Christian family 

we rambled all day around the ttrapids" and the 1tfalls11 with 

hea1·ts very :fUll of longings aft·e:r the dear :fJ:•iends far away 

who had been bi'Ought so ver•y near· to us in this good man 1 s 

cottage. Gu1•nett was a good singer a..'1d it so happened that 

we vrere both acquainted with a tune adapted to words vrith 

which we were both familiar .. so seating ourselves among 

the rocks we sang co·w-per' s words supposed. to be written by. 

Robinson Cl'Usoe "My friends , do they now and then send 

A wish and a thought after· meu etc. From Niagara we went 

. to Buffalo then only a small scatter~l village. The English,. 

du1•ing the recent war and in revenge for the destruction. o.:r 

Ohi:ppewa and other canadian settlements, Cl'Ossed over and 

set fire to this place, but it had been rebuilt and was now 

a thriving vill'age and has since become a 1a1•ge and important 

city. 

From Buffalo we made our way to Albany, passing 

the beautiful lakes of Cayuga, Geneva and the Genessee Falls 

now become the large and nnportant city of Rochester. Fl'Ol!l 
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Albany we passed down the Hudson :t•ive:t• in a small sloop to 

New Yo:t•k, arriving there aar•ly in September. The yellow 

f'eve:t• had been prevalent there durin._~ July and August but 

had abated, although it still lingered in some of' the lowe:t• 

parts of' the city which we:t•e :fenced off :r:rom the healthie:t• 

portion. . We went to ou:t• old qua:t•te:t·s in Front St:t•eet near 

to the Battery. · In a :rew days Gurnett left me fo:t• Richmond, 

and although :for so!l\e time we kept up a correspondence we 

never met again till 185R. Seve:t•al letters 1)assed between 

us while he was at Richmond but a:rt e:t• a few yea:t•s he 

returned to Canada, and I came to :t•eside in England. A :few 

letters l.'eached me there in ·which he informed me that he was 

residing.at Toronto and had established a newSDaper there; 

af'te:t• which I ·heard but little :from him until in 1848 he 

wrote to inform me ·that he had been elected Mayor of the city t 

and (singularly enough) when this letter reached me I was 

Mayor of' Nottingham! 

This is a digression. I will now pr~ceed with 

my narrative. · Very soon after my retUl.~ to New York ~m 

my long ramble, a ship arrived bringing me letters n·om 

home, :full o:r loving sy:m:pathy :fl'Om my b:t•other fu"ld Mr· Ayers, 

and also :from the latter an invoice of' goods which he had 

sent me by the same vessel. I had had many fears as to the 

way in which the sad story of' my l'Obbery woUld be received. 
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Hight not my English friends have some doubts as to the facts 

Of the case, and perhaps suspect :me of gambling or of 

having "wasted my substa..rtce in x•iotous living"? These 

:fears were now set at rest 9 and of course I was greatly 

J.'ejoiced at the confidence in me, and encouraged by the 

generous aid affOl~ed. It was also a very great relief 

to me to find that my deal' f'athel' and mother had known 

nothing of my misfortunes - nox; (I may add) did they 1-:now 

anything about them until they heard the story n:om my own 

lips by their own fireside on my return home in Januar~ 1821 

when with a glad and gx•atef'Ul heart I could tell, not only 

of' my early misfortunes but also of my subsequent success. 

How eagerly did they listen to the stor·y,. and with what 

gratefUl hearts and streaming eyes did they pour out their 

f'er~lent thanks to Him by whose merci:fU.l })l'OVidence I had 

been sustained in the day of tJ'Ouble and who had cr>owned my 

subsequent efforts with so much success! For I had r·eturned 

with a.--nple means f'or the discharge of all m:r pecunia:r.>y 
T.-

indebtedness. I wish to emphasize this word pecuniaryn 

to distinguish that f'rOm the debt of love and gratitude 

which can never be fUlly repaid • . 
Mr Hewitt was kind enough to assist me in paying 

the duties and passing my goods at the custom house, and 

permitting me, :free of' expense, to make use of his warehouse 
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f'Ol' ex.l-tibiting and selling them. Meanwhile a good deal of' 

interest had been excited among those who had purchased from 

me before and I found them quite disposed to do business 

with me again. So that in a very few days I had sold all 

t.o a good Pl'Of"'it y and at once remitted the money to Mr Ayers 

with such inf'olmation and instructions as might lead. to 

:rurt11e1· shipments.- I continued to wr•ite :f'!•equently 

enclosing patterns etc ru1d sending such information as I 

could picl-:. uP as to the style of' goods l'equired for the 

American market. Fresh shipments continued to arrive and 

were readily disposed of either in New York or Philadelphia 

or Boston and no time was lost in J.•emitting the money to MJ.• 

After the f'irst shipments had been disposed of 

and the money J.'emitted, I started off' early one mo:r:ning :ror 

Philadelphia (waU~ing all the way 100 miles) Ayers• friend 

Mr Bird doing business in Ludgate Hill, had given me letters 

to an old :friend o:f his (Joseph Todhunter) ·who had a dry 

goods store in Second St:reet, and also to John Telf'er who 

was in a sirrilar business in a di:f:fer·ent part of Philadelphia 

and a:rterwaJ.>ds at washington. They all received me w~st 

kindly and subsequently became good customers~ In f'act, 

in all my fUture visits to PhiladelDhia I was quite at home 

with the TodhunteJ.•s, and the good old gentleman not only 

bought all he could of' me but he also introduced me to others 
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who became valuable friends anrl customers and thus was laid 

the foundation of a future f'ine connection the:re. 

My business prospects became at once very cheering. 

In the :following Spring ( HmO) I went on again to Boston 

with a view to extending my business in that direetion. I 

:r•emained there two or three weeks at a boarding house in 

School street kept by 11 Aunt Molly 11 a :r:elative of Col. Ben 

Loring, and there I f'i:est met with this dea:r· kindhea:r·ted 

genial old gentleman, who hencef'o:r·th and as long as he lived 

was in every sense of the wont my tt:rriendtt. He was then 

doing business as a StationeJ.' and Bookbindel' in State Street. 

He was a bachelo:r.•, and one of' the best known ful.d mor:~t 

lJOpular men in Boston, and to hL."'ll I am indebted for an 

introduction to many f'arnilit;?S ther·e with whom I maintained 

an intimacy so long as they or theil.> children lived. Among 

them were the. Youngs - Brigham, Hiriam, Cushing, Tiieston, 

Tucker, Boylston, Winchester, Binns and many others. Mrs 

Young was siste:r· to my n•iend Loring and the mother of a 

fine family among whom was one youth with whom I became 

mo:r·e especially intimat~ who a-rte:r'\va!>d.S attained to some 

eminence as an author and the pastor of' a Unitarian 

congregation in Boston. lh• Young was the proprietor (in 

connection wi t.h M:r· Minns) of' a newspape1· called the uBo ston 

Palladium". His daughter, a very chal.~ng and intelligent 

I 
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young lady became the wife o:f H1• Walter Fa:rnswo1•th who in· 

:partnership with Mr Phipps was in ·the wholesale dry goods 

business, and became not only a good customer, but a most 

valuable f'l•iend. ·And thus it was that a most intimate 

friendship vms formed which has continued thl'Ough five 

gene1·ations to the p1•esent day and has neve1· su:f:fe:t·ed even 

a momentary interru:ption. Their daught e:r• became the wife 

of Mr Heredi~h then residing at Baltimore, where on many a 

subsequent visit I. found a most hos:pitable home at their 

house, for they would not })e:rrnit me to go to an hotel. I 

may add also that Mr M,el·edi·ch was of' greaJv service in 

int1·oducing me to many business people in Baltimore. Many 

years after my first acquaint(!nce with him he and his wife 

made a short visit to 1-Jottingham, and 1•etu:r·ning home by way 

of New York, having but a :few minutes to spare before 

taking the train to Boston he :rushed in to my O:f:fice as he 

passed and with a hea1·ty shake of' the hand said "CriDPS I 

have been to Nottingham and have seen the Mathesons, and I 

don • t believe there is such another family in the world!" 

ttGood bye, come and see me as soon as you can and let me 

tell you all about it. tt I mention this as charact e1•istic 

o:f this warm hearted and most excellent f'l•iend. My dear 

old :friend Ben Loring also visited me when I l'esided at 

Ne\¥])Ol't and thus both he and Mr and Mrs Mei•edi th became well 
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acquainted with my dear• wife and children. Their daughter 

(Lizzie) accompanied them. She after>WaJ.'ds mar:ried a Mr 

Tappan a nephel¥ of my excellent friends Arthur and Lewis 

Tappan well known for their zeal a~d sacrifice in the Anti 

slavery cause. And on my farewell visit to Boston in 1879 

I had the happiness of seein·g her fir·stboJ.•n and thus enteJ.•ing 

on an intimacy with the fifth gene:ration of the descendants 

of my friends Mr and Mrs Young to say nothing of the numerous 

branches of' the same :family with whose friendship· I have 

been favored. on this visit I was accompanied by my 

daue;hter Ma:ry Ann and my grand-daughter Isabel. ~7e s:pent 

a very happy evening at Mou..r1t. Pleasant, Roxbu::t•eh the 

residence o:f my dear old :fl•iends Mr• end Hr·s Fa:rnswoJ.•th. 

The latter (once Miss Y01m.g) had now become a gJ.•eat gl.•and-

mother! Her children, the :Merediths and Bakers and heJ.• 

grandchild Mrs Tappan wer•e there to meet us, and the latter 

on the fo llmving morning brought her daughter· to see us to tlre 

Barker House. ~~s Farnsworth being inf2rm and somewhat 

out o:f health could not join the :pa2•ty dovm stairs, so I 

was privileged to SDend an hour or so with her in her o?m 

l.'OOnt. It was my last interview with one who for fifty 

nine years had been my intimate and much loved :friend. 

This last interview was aver~ happy one, but.I believe some 

tears we1·e sl1ed on sides when the time came' to say 

' . 
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Her da'i.J.6ht er H1·s Hel'edi th a few weeks aft e1-

wa:cds wrote to me to say that after we had le:ft her mothe1· 

had expressed her gr•eat regret that she had allowed me to 

leave Yiithout receiving :from hel' some souvenir of our long-

&~d int~ate :fl~endship, and said ~Never mind, we will 

leave it novl till Christmas, and then I will send him this 

gold chain which I have WOl'n for more than tv·1enty yea1·s, 
, 

and which I am sm:e he will prize on that account. u But 

before Christmas cmne, the deal' woman had been called 

av1ay to a highe1' life, but the gold chain vms sent to me 

in accordance with her wish and has ever since been worn: 

by me, and will I trust be an heirloom to remind those who 

come after me of the kindness o:f those dear friends to 

whom I am so deeply indebted. and whom I hold in such 

affectionate :rememb:rance. To go bact .. now to 1820. 

I soon established a good business connection in 

Boston, and on my r•eturn to New Yo1•1-: I soon received a 

fl.u•ther supply of e;oods and continued to do so all through 

the year, so that I was ra:r)idly becoming what is called a 

1'thri ving business man. 12 Late in the fall of 1820 I went 

on to Charleston sou~~h Cal'olina, to extend my business in 

that direction, and on Chl'istmas day left there in tlle ship 

uLabur>num" on my return 110me. 

we had a ve~y fine 1~n across the Atlantic but 
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unfortunately drifted too far to the north, so that on 

arriving on the coast of Ireland we fo~nd ourselves far to 

the north of Cape Olear, and fl"'m that time had strong and 

baffling winds which :r.·endered. it impossible to effect an 

entrfu~ce to St Georgets ChruUlel. So. after spending a 

f'cn·tnight in the vain attempt to accom:Plish· tl1is, we bore up 

for the North Channel and so in another week made om• way 

to Liverpool. On my a:r.•rival at Newport Pagnel I had the 

haPiiness of' finding my· dear father and mother in good 

health, and it was then, that for the first time they became 

acquainted with the circumstances which had detained me so 

long in America. 

They were then :cesiding with my throe sisters in 

the house which I a:rte::ewa:r.>ds purchasect. togethe:r.• with the 

adjoining one which in 1828 became my own happy home to 

which I conducted my dear wife. in the ea:r.•ly pa:r.·t of September 

at the close of our delightfUl honeymoon. I fo:r.·got to 

mention in the proper place, that in the interval between 

selling one lot of· goods and receiving another I was employed 

by Wm. Mitchell at his d:r.'Ygoods shop in Maiden Lane, New 

York. And thus corr©enced a friendship which lasted for 

more than forty years when the good old gentleman died. 

Just before his death he :presented me with the gold headed 

walking stick which I now usa. This with Nrs Farnworth • s 

. ' . ---· . 
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golden chain, and the gold mounted s1;ectac1es I now wea:r· 

and which once belonged to my dea:r o lcl fr•ie:nd Ben JJo:ring 

will I trust be pr•eservecl by those \vho come aft e:r· me, and 

prized by them f'or the sake of those friends of my early 

li:fe t"":t•om whom I received them. To return from this 

digression. On my next visit to New Yo:rk I l'(:~moved my 

quarters :fr•om Front street~ and boarded with a11 old Scotch 

lady (Mrs Me. Hillan) in Haid.en Lane just opposite wm. 

Mitchell 1 s stor·e. Mr He,Nltt also boa.rded the:r·e.. Richd. 

Mortimer, a friend ·of his)' had then his shop a.t'"1cl residence 

at the corner of Maiden Lane and Nassau st. and Hewitt fu"1d I 

were very intimate with hiln. He is still living in Hadison 

Square, Hew York, is _verx weal'lihy, and has been a Directox• 

in the "standard 11 Fir•e Insur·ance con11)any fl'Om the ti.Jile o :f 

:lts formation. He must now (in 1882) be nearly ninety 

years ·o:r age, as hale an old Yo:r·kshire-.rnan as you could wish · 

to see. My. mempzy is vel'Y def'ecti ve as to the events 

(especiallY as to dates) of the subsequent few years. But 

I thinl-:. it was in 1825 that I ente1•ed into l'a:r·tnership with 

Mr Willoughby, who had for several years been in the 

employment o:r Mr Hewitt as his book.-keeper. I was 

:frequently crossing the Atlantit3 atl.d led a ver:1 busy life. 

We took a small store :first in Exchange St. but af'terwa:r•cls 

upstair~s ~ at the corner of' }!laid en Lane and. William street 
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ancl Willoughby became the resident partner·. When in America 

I :paid f'l•equent Visits to Boston and Philadelphia. John· 

Phillips became my t1·avelling Agent in the f'Ol'l!ler city and 

James E.Richardson sold for me on coroiT~ssion in Philadelphia, 

and. I changed my boarding house from Mrs M0. Millan's to 

Mrs Thompson's in Pea1•1 Street near Burling Slip, and. 

subsequently to Mrs Laidlaw's in Cliff Street. There I 

made the a0quaintance o·f her excellent son John Laidlaw· 

who remained my fil.'l:CL friend to the close. o:f his life, and 

also a Di1·ector in the "standa:rdn. My business during 

those fm1 yea1•s was rapidly inc1·easing .. While in England 

my time was very· much divided between New:po!·t Pagnel and 

Nottingh&-n. The Bobinett trade had just SPTilng up in the 

latter place, and became henceforth a most impo1•tant pa1•t 

of' our ·businesso. 

My brother Joseph's partner, Mr Lm1ton, gave me a 

letter of int:eoduction to his :friends Messrs Br·aithwaite 

thr'Ough whom I was introduced to Ur Roberts in Plmntre 

street whose tt sleeping . partner" was a M1• Blatherwick· a 

fl•iend of the Br·aithwaites. And ~ co~~enced my business 

car•eer in Nottingham. There I frequently met with James 

J. Robertson then a buyer :for the house of' Leslie Reid and Co 

and subsequently a pa1•tner with Mr· Reid unde!' the f'i:r.m of 

Reid, P~bertson m1d co. Glasgow with whom at a later date 

• 
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(I think fJ.>om about 1829) and for many yea:rs af'tei"?Tal'ds 

I had very large business transactions, f'OI' we then added 

scotch Embroideries to our stock of' IJace goods. This took 

me :frequently to Glasgow, so that between that 'Placr) and 

Nottingham and Newport. Paenel I had a very busy lif'e, 

and I'eallY a 1a1·ge })Ol.'tion of my ti.l";le was spent on the 

outside of a coach between those tmvns ancl r.ondon which I 

also f':requently visited,. having opened a 1a1·ge accou.~."1t with 

Jas. Todd and Co. afte1.•vm:r:ds Todd and ?cfol'l'ison. Hy business 

had by this time become a somewhat irrtl)Ortant one. scarcely 

a Packet Ship left I,ivei>pool ·without goods fOr .ou1• New Yol'k 

house. Mr c. G .. Unsworth had become om· shipping agent, 

:My bl'Other George, af'tel' many cht:>..nges from one em:vloyment 

to anothel' as a dra:pe1•• s assistant; arid afterwards with a 

:fcnmer (Mr Killingworth of Biddenham near Bed:fol.'d) in none 

of which he made any :progress., ami being once more without. 

any prospect before him, I induced ·M1• Unsworth to take him 

into his se1•vice as a shipping clerk, and there he remained 

until on many accounts it was thought desii~ble that he 

should leave Live1~oo1. So I shipped him o:f:f to New York 

on the 17th Jan. 1827 in the 11 B1•itmmic., Capt. Marshall in 

the ho~e that he might eucceed better in a new country and 

:free n·orn the undesirabie companions w~th whom he had 

associated in Live1~oo1. It was therefore arranged that 

i 
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he should assist Mr Willoughby i:n New Yol'K,. and mal~e his home 

with my f':riends the Laidlaws in ClifT St:r.'eet. I went down 

to LiVGJ.'POOl to see him o:ff and on my retm·n to Ne~wor·t 

was met with the sad int.elligence of' my clear fathel'' s death 

which occurred on the vat:Y day that George sailed f'l'Cml 

Liverpool. I had le:ft my dear :father on the previous week 

when he went with me to the Sar•aceri• s Head to see me off' by 

the 11 Umpire 1
' coach. He was then in excellent health and 

s-.oirits. I ·think it was on the following day that he drove 

Mr A:rl'Owami th to Bedford. There was-a keen East Hind 

VThich brought on a seve1·e cold and cmn.r)elled him at once to 

go to bed .. Every possible care was taKen o:e hiitl by the 

good people of' the inn, and good. Dr• Thac1\.el•ay was 

indefatigable in his attentions$ my dear mother was sent fo1•, 

but all was of' no avail. Pleurisy ensued, and on the 1 '7th 

he breathed his last. We learnt. afterwards from my dear 

mother that he was in a ver-J hap:py state o:f mind in the 

midst 01 .... r!luch bodily wea...~tness fu'1d suf:feriP...g, of'ten quoting 

a :ravorite text -~Thou wilt keei> him in :perfect :peace whose 

mind is stayed on Theen and then adding "Thou dost keep him 

etc". And this was confirmed by good Dr Thackeray who 

when I a:rter\vards went to Bedf'o:r-.1 to pay hi...-rn :for his kind 

and skillfUl se1·vices would receive nothing n•om me, saying· 

"No, I have been more than 1•e:paid by the J)rivilege of' 

witnessing such a deathbed!" 

"l 
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In the follo·wing year on the 6th Au,~ .. 18?.8 I was 

mar:r·ied at Mar}~et. Harbo:rough to EliZ the eldest 

da~hte:r' of Hr Heygate. lA:ett.'YlWhile I had made great 

alte:r.'ations in the house next to my dea!' mother's and to 

v:hich I had the happiness o:f taking r:1y deal' b!.•ide arte:r· a 

joyf'u.l honeymoon spent at the Lakes with ou:r head qua1•ters 

at KeswicK f':r·om ·which place we made various excu:rsions to 

Bowness, Ambleside, Rydal water, Ulswater, Patte:rdale etc 

a...'Yld undel' the c;uidance of old Hutton making the ascent of' 

Skiddaw and t~he ·weathel' bej_ng Vel'Y fine we had many a 

pleasant walt.-:ing and. boating excursion to the chief points 

of int e:r·est in the neighbOUl'hood .. We tl'avelled all the way 

in my own gig which I had fitted up with a box ·which filled 

up all the space undei' the seat, and was la!'ge e~1ou.e;h to 

contain all the changes of' clothing needful fo such a journey; 

and also with a lar•ge gig mi!.b1'ell~ which when needed was 

fixed. in a socke~" attached to the seat. Y!e went in· a post 

chaise to Leicester whi·&hcr· the gig had been sent a day 

before, and t1:fter tal-~ing lunch with my brother at the house 

of' Hiss Grundy whom he married on the smne day in the 

following yea:r.· ( 1829) we drove to De1•by in the a:rter·noon •. 

The ne.:x.t day we remained at Matlock at the Old Bath hotel 

and had a f'ew hou1•s delightful l'a'l!ible thr·ough Mr Arkwright's 

g1'0Unds and the next day made our way through Buxton to 

'· 
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Manchester· where we received a 11ear·ty welcome f'l'Om my dear 

wif'e' s uncle. The following sunday we s:pent at a quiet inn 

at Chorley~ where we hi1•ed another• horse to tPJ\.e us on our 

journey, :ror· unfor·tunately mY mvn JiOor horse had :fallen in 

going down a :: steep hill, and was unfit fo:t• ru:rther t!'avel. 

We then drove on by easy stages till passing through Pr·eston, 

Bolton, Lancaster and Kendal ~le reached. Ambleside an<t 

r•emaining :for a day or• two at the Salutation Inn a:rrived at 

the end o:f the week at Keswick, put up our h()rse at an inn 

and took rn·ivate lodgings in a snug little house on the 

outslcirts o:f the tm.•m. I think ·we remained thm.·e about 

ten days. By the time we :reached Chor•ley on ou:r· r·eturn our 

horse was once more fit to travel and. b:eoug;ht us home very 

comfol'tably. We varied om· :t'oute and passed th:rt>ugh 

'Nottingham, :rrom thence we went by coach· to Birmingh8J!l where 

I had some business, and it was on this jom-ney that I cheer·ed 

the heart of our :fellow :pas::::enger by re:peati.l1g what I could 

remembel.' of a sermon to ·which I had li.stenBd. when a boy in 

·which Mathew Will-~es r.ad illustrated his subj eet by l"'eferring 

to the various experiences of Rebecca,. Jacob, Davicl, and other 

old tes:Parnent worthies who had at times been greatly troubled 

by gloomy apprehensions of calamities which never occur1•ed,· 

and with each of whom he r•emonst:eated by -putting the question 

nwhat if it shouldn't?" Hy children and grandchildren are 
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pretty 1J.rell acquainted with this little very pleasant episode 

o.n our ,journey, so I need say no more about it. My dear 

mother and sisters received us ve:t'Y joyfU.llY, a:td had spal'ed 

no Dains to l'endcr· my new home fit for the reception of it • s 

new and most ·welcome inhabitant.. Long aftervrards I was 

told ·to my t::~:l'Emt delight tha~ my dear· fathel' on Teturning 

home f'rom Iteicester and s:pen.ding a :few· hours with M1• Heygate 

and his daughters at Hro:lcet Harborou~h,. had said to my 

mother "I do wish our Will would come bac}~ (I vms at that 

time absent :i.n New Yo:t•l-:.) and ma:t•:ry one of those gi:els! 11 

My domestic happiness VJas now co:n.plete, unci all 

lool\.ed bright and :prosperous, and if I did not express the 

f'eeling in so many words,. I have no doubt the ~ohought was 

often present to my mind, 11 Ey mountain stands stTone.;, I shall 

never be moved. 11 In the following year ( 1829) on the 12th 

June a new souJ.•ce of joy and happiness vras o:oened foJ:.• me 

by t11e bir•th o:f a daughtel' who has indeed ber:m a blessing 

to me all her life long and with her dear sisiier, who was 

given to us two yeaJ.•s later {24th Aug.l831) a ki:ncl Providence 

has still spa1·ed to be the cnnming ,joy and cornfort Of my 

declining yeaTs ttTo rock the cradle of' reposing age, Attend 

my :footster>s Jt.io my heav~1ly home, And gently slope my Dassage 

to the tomb. 1t I need riot say that these words ax;e not 

ox;iginal, but that they often occur to me in my ha:ppy old age, 

and that they foxm a pa1•t of some beautifUl ver·ses addressed 

1 
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by my brothe:r: c.Toseph to his nothe:r.·. Business of ratheJ.• an 

u1•gent nature had tal\.en me to Bir.mingh&ll on the day pr•evious 

to i;his happy event~ and it was not till my :return on the 

following day that I welcomed ttthe little st1•m~.geJ:.'u and 

that my loving and grate:fu.l hea:r:t was made glad by f'indine; 

the dear mother in a peaceful sleep with this new t1•easure 

at her side. 

·than indulge in sentiment, so I will now p1·oceed. v-rith my 

na1·rati ve. Our business seetned to be. going on ve·ry 

satis:ractol'ily so far as sales and Pl'Ofits \Yel'e concerned, 

but Hr Willou_ehby after• a while became so slack in his 

:eernittan~es as to cause me much anxiety and inconvenience, 

mvl I was at length coEpell•3d to leave my hav:vY home now so 

doubly and trebly dear to me, and contl'a:ey· to all my Drevious 

hopes and promises, to tal\.e r-:1y deJ)a:rture once more to Amel·ica,. 

with a view to find out the cause and to :place things in 

Nev: Yor1c on a more satisfactory footing~ 

On m:v· ar1•iva1 the mystery was soon explained. 

·.My partner instead o:r :eemitting to me as he ought to have 

do net had wi thd1·awn la:r.•ge sums n·om the business,. a portion 

of 1Hhich was spent in building a vessel for his br'Other in 

law Capt. L~.1:·;.rren0e with which the latter was tTacling to 

J.!obile! Othe:t• large sums M:r.· Willoughby had Employed for 

the :pul'J)Ose of' convertine: a fal'JTI. belongiP.g to his wi:fe' s 



:mother· into str'eets and 11 bu.ilding lots". A ver~r 1-,rofi table 

af:.fair no doubt,. :for the :fa:t'l'n was situat(3d in what is now 

the v er•y heart o:f B:rool~lyn. Thes13 un:war:rrmtable pro0eedings 

had eithe:r escaped my br·other Geo1·ge' n notice o:r.' he had. not 

thought it necessar! to vr:r.>:Lte to me as he ought to have done 

on the suo,ject. I Of cou:cse lost all confiden~e in my 

partner, and determined at once and at all llaza:rd.s to close 

the copartnership. This involved a great deal of· t:eouble 

and no little lossl> for· to car!"'.! ny rmint I had to mal;;:e 

g1•eat pt;;cuniar•y sacrifice :r.•ather tha:a en2:age in tedious and 

ext.ensi ve legal :proceedings and stopping the course of my 

otherv,rise :v:rosperous business.. }u~eanvll1ile I took f'orcible 

possession of the books and. the st.oc1\. 1 e .. nd a:fte:r: a sh~l'P 

str·uggle succeeded in coming to a settlement., I :permi·~ted 

Willoughby to eseaiJe too well v but had i+o C!.Ontent myself 

with taJ~ing :possession of all that. v:as left, and collecting 

the debts and pushing sales so fa1• as I could. wit.hout making 

too much sacrifice in Dl'Ofits, I tu1•ned as 1nuch as I could 

into cash and at once :eemit.ted enoue;h to cover all present 

engagements .. A...Yld now it became a matte:e of great~ u.l'gency 

to :find some suitable and trustworthy man o:r husiness to 

suPPlY Hr• Willoughby's place. My brother Geo1·ge was 

unfol'tunately entirely inefficient, and he too 1-•ms on rny 

hands. I struggled on as well as I r~ould, longing oh how 

ardently to be once more at home and with my much loved wife 

) 
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and child. Heam'Ihile the business itself was p:r·osl)e:r·ous 
. . 

and encouraging. In a few months one of I:l.Y best custome:r·s 

{ M:r' comstock) introduced. me to l!.:r· VIyeth, a man Of' high noral 

character and thorow~h business habits but without fH3Clmia:r·y 

means. After diligent enquiry and thOJ:.•our~hly satiSf'.iing 

1::yself that, apart from his want Of ea1)ita1, he v,ras the 

:r·ight man,. and having taken advice of my most ,judicious 

:friends, I ente:t•e<i into pa:rtne:rshiD with h~-n one condition 

beinr; that rn.y b:r'Other George should be o1'rt:ploy•3d at a liberal 

selary and that l..{r Wyet,h should give to him o:n0 f'ou:r·t11 of 

his half' of' the profits of the businesr::>. And ha v i.r'l.g made 

these a:t•J.•a . .-"1gements I soon J.•eturrted l:m"lle and. had. th~ 

happiness of finding all well - my deaJ.• wif'e an·:i child. at 

Har•boi'OW{h, the latter ~rov,rj_ng with delight on being 1)laced 

in :my arms, and hailing me as ttpapa 11 , the one ~:ro1~d which heJ.• 

loving mother had. taueht he:e .. In a few days we all left 

for He1f,•pcrt whe:t'e my dea:r.· mothel' and sisteJ.'S wer·e anxiously 

loot.in.f: out for us anci whom we i'OUJ.1d. in good healJ!ih and :full 

· of' ha}Jpiness and gratitude. Under M:r.· Wyeth's manag;ement. 

our business incJ.•eas&J. 2'apid1y. Hosie~y was now added to 

ou1· shi:Pments and r·,~J.· Sully was engaged to taJ::.e cha1•ge of 

that departm·ent in U-eV! York, and Mr Place to at tend to it 

on this side. our domestic happiness was increased by 

the birth of' a."1otheJ.• dau.g:hter (Susan) April 20.1834. In 

1835 Mr Lattimer who had b~en in the an:ploy:ment of Reid, 
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Rober·tson and Co of G1aseow was engaged to tal-;:e char·ge of 

our· Scotch business, and Mr· Large who had been in the employ 

of Mr G. Allcocl\. in Nottingham v1ent ou·t at the same time 

to attend to the Lace depar·tment. Meanwhile I had opened 

an accolli"'l.t with the Nor•ther·n and Centr•al BarL"l-:: whose head 

quarters v1ere in Manchester and had :recently opened a bran.ch 

bank at Nottingham of which Hr Scott was manager·!> and who 

had rendered us great facilities by making large advances 

on "letter•s of cr·edit" on BaJ.•ing Br·os and. Co which :for· this 

:our~ose were transferred to them. Our business ~ecame 

highly IH'Osper·ous - both sales and profits were large and 

we were adding considerably to our• capital at each semi-

annual stock t~\.~ng. All looKed br·ight and smooth, our• 

credit on both sides the water seemed to be fiTmly 

established and vre had tal\.en our station among the leading 

.merchants of New York. But when' appar·ently we wer•e at the 

ver•y height of Pl'OSJ.)er•ity a ter•rible s~orm vms impending 

or which we were little aware, until late in 1837 it bur•st 

u_pon us; first in the failure of the Bank of the United 

states and then in a general crash consequent upon it which 

spread disaster and r•uin throughout the whole of' the 

mercantile cornnunity in Amer•ica. · Hr Wyeth fmmd it 

impossible to mal-:e remittances so Pl'omptly as usual, and 

anticipating difficulty in meeting my enp:agements with the 
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usual regularity I called on Mr Scott, shewed him my New 

Yo1·k lettei'S and asked his advice. He agreed with me that 

it was of' importance that I s..YJ.ould go out without delay. 

In the meantime eve1-y effort was made to pi·ovide f'Unds to 

meet my engagements or to postpone coming payments. These 

efforts we1•e met by a genei'OUS s:pirit on all sides, and all 

seemed to be going on as satisfactorily as could under the 

circumstanc~s be expected when, while in Nottingham busily 

and successfUlly making these ai'I'angements I was to my great 

astonislnnent ar1•ested by ordei' of the Manage1· of the Bank 

at Manchester, and thl'Own into PI'ison (and subsequently 

into bankruptcy) on the plea that I was about to abscond! 

All my books and pape1•s were seized and I vms conveyed. to 

·London in custody and declared a bankrupt! Very soon 

howevel' a meeting. was called o:f all my c1•edito:rs who w'Tel·e 

very indignant at the conduct of· the Bank, and a±"'ter a fUll 

disclosure of. all the facts it vras unanimously agreed that 

the Banki~ptcy should be at once annulled and that I should 

he allowed to carry out my intentions of going to America. 

So, once mo1·e bidding adieu to wife, children aDd friends and 

my :vleasant home I took my departu:re f'I'Om Po1·tsmouth in a 

London packet ship for New Yo1~. on the day previous to 

our ar1•iva1 there,· as we a:vproached the coast the Captain· 

was making signals by l'Ocket :for a pilot~ and we passengers 

./ 
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all rushed on deck to see the fireworks. While we were all 

thus absent f'l.•om the cabin the steward opened a hatch at the 

bottom of the stai1•s to get out some sto1•es, and before he 

had closed it again I, who happened to be the first to 

leave the deck and knew nothing of what had been going on 

down below, fell th1~ugh the open hatchway bl~ising my arm 

and shoulder and breaking my leg. In this plight I a1•ri ved 

next day at New Yorl.::., and vms at once conveyed to M1· Wyeth • s 

house where surgical aid was obtained and everything possible 

was done to promote my comfort and hasten my recovery. 

I ought to 11ave mentioned be!fore that in 1836, 

om• pa1·tnership having expi:t•ed a ne'J'r one had been formed 

from which my brother George was left out 9 and he had retired 

to G1•aenport where he had bought a house and a small farm. 

The portion of' Pl'of'its due to him l'emained in ou1• hands at 

interest and the new partnership consisted of Mr Wyeth and 

myself'. 

I a1•rived in New Yorl~ in the midst of' the most 

fea1•ful and widespread commercial panic that had ever been 

knovm. All the bfu"1l.::.s had suspended. payment. Many of' the 

principal merchants were greatly embarrassed and unable f'or · 

a while to meet theil• engagements. Business men of' every 

g1•ade had failed by hundl·eds, and those who still held on 

were compelled .to ask for time to meet thei1• engagements. 
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The demand for goods had almost entirely ceased and for 

several months all business operations we~e at a standstill. 

Af'tel' a while things assumed a less gloomy appearance -

the wo_1•st became known, and when a11 came to the worst we 

had the satisfaction or finding that we could pay in :full all 

we owed i·f' only our Cl'editors would give us time to make 

collections and arrange our affairs. Tq this request they 

all readily assented aDd we gave our acceptances at 5, 6, 9 

and 12 months in full of' all demands, which being accomplisheil 

I returned home. 

BefOre however the ±"i:rst payments became due, Hr 

Wyeth·, in consequence o:f :further losses became so discouraged 

as to fear that it would be impossible to car17 out this 

arrangement, and to my g1•eat astonishment Mr Wright, our 

confidential clerk made his appearance in Nottingham and 

informed me that it would be neceasa17 to enter into new 

arrangements and in short to J.)ropose to the creditors that 

they should be content with f'if't.een shillings in the pound 

instead of payment in fUll! MJ.• WJ.•ight was armed with 

letters from Messrs Brown Bl'OS and· Co a well known leading 

house in New York and Liverpool stating that they had 

examined into our condition and that they considered the 

proposal a necessary and a fair one. M1• Wyeth accompanied 

this o:ffer with the altel'native of' giving up every thing to 
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our Cl.'edi toJ.•s on obtaining :fl.'Om them a release in f'Ull.. I 

was by no means satisfied however of our inability to pay 

everybody in fUll. I therefore called a meeting which was 

vert fUlly attended, and at which Mr Wright wade a statement 

. justifYing as he thought, the new }n-oposal which he had 

brought with him, ·and strongly urging itt s adoption. But 

when I was appealed to I as strongly recommended another 

course. Let the whole Pl.>o:perty of' the :film be made over to 

the creditors (Mr Wyeth receiving a release) and let me at 

once proceed to America as their agent to make the best o:r 

everything for their benef'it. J.~r John Biggs of Leicester 

to whom we were largely indebted, at once turne.d to the 

chairman of the meeting sayiP~ uThat will hold water.~ and 

the meeting came to a unanimous resolution {which was 

subsequently confirmed by all those of' our cl.·editors who 

were not then present) and in a ·few days I was once::,more on my 

way to New York to car17 it into effect. on my ar1•i val 

there everything was transferred to me fOf' the general 

benefit of' the creditor·s on my agreeing ~o allow Mr Wyeth 

the sum o:r five thousand Dollars. 

Very soon things began to mend and a sudden 

reaction took place, sales were effected to a good :Pl'Of'it, 

collections were made, a~d a large J.•emittance was soon on 

its way to England accompanied with Ol'dex·s for goods to 

assist our stock. These were promptly supplied and disposed. 
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of, and business having now assumed a ver~ hopefUl character, 

I retur'Iled to England to carr'Y out the or·iginal arrangement 

which I succeeded in doing, everyone being paid in fUll, 

and the business now became my 01:-n. I had in the meantime 

arranged with La:rge, Lattimer and• vrr•ight that if they would 

WOl.'k for me on a f'air, moderate salary :for one year, I would 

then give them one half of the business. In 1838 I :r.•anov·ed 

with my family to Nottingham. Ml.' Vickers was leaving his 

house on Park Terrace and we took it as also his garden in 

the fishponds. 

Eve:ry thing tu:r.·ned out much betteJ:.• than we had 

ventured to hope, so that at the close of 1840 every one 

had been paid and there was a. laTge su.:m to my crc.>dit in 

"Profit and Loss afc". I gave to r.ar·ge, Latti."'ner and Wright 

each a :rn·esent of one thousand dollal.'S beyond their• salaries, 

and then entered into partnership with them for ~ve years. 

F:rom tllls time till the eX].)iration of the partnership we 

were remarkably successfUl, so that in Sept. 1845 there was 

to my credit nearly ~190,000, or For~y thousand po~~ds. 

This was enough, and I resolved to r·etire fl.'Orn business 

altogether·. On the 19th August therefore I lef't Liverpool. 

accompanied by my br'ot11el' Joseph and my sister Betsy, :for 

the purpose o:f t1•ans:rerring the business to L. L. and W. and 

o:r bidding as I thought a :final f'a:rewell to my good f'l•iends ,, 
in America. We took our passage in the steamship "Caledonia. 
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Among my brother• s :papers is an account of' our· voyage fl•om 

which I make the :following extracts. 11 The morning o:r the 

19th Aug: was not a very inspiring one :for beginners in 

transatlantic voyaging • At first a Scotch mist, then a 

drizzling rain, then a heavy wet began and continued up to 

the time of' embarkation. At 11 o'clock we went on board 

in a pouring rain. We left Liverpool by what is called the 

"Formby channel", but the incessant 1•ain made j.t imJ.)ossible 

to see the objects as we J.)assed mntil the evening when the 

rain J.)artially subsided and we had a good view of' Anglesea 

and Holyhead. Next morning the weather was :fine, the 

b1•eeze had :freshened and we had the prospect o:r a glorious 

dayt .and in truth such it proved. Our course was so nea1• 

the Irish coast that we had successively the most distinct 

beautifUl and ever varying views of' hills and bays l'Ocks 

and lights n·om the beautifUl Cove, of Cork to the Head o:r 

Kinsale and :finally to Cape Clear. The latter point we 

passed in a most glowing moonlight with a planet on either 

side of her, forming altogether a scene as exciting as it 

was unique, a11d imparting to us all just that elevation o:r 

spirit which one needs to reconcile us to the thought that 

we were rapidly receding f'r>om the shores of' Old England" 

and leaving all, or nearly all that we love" farther and 

farther in the distance. Many a thought about them br>ought 

out many a word, .. and now and then something still more 
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expressive though less audible. 21st. A fine morning, 

nothing to be seen but the wide, glorious blue ocean and the 

expanse above. We were scarcely willing to leave the deck 

even long a:rter a reasonable bed time, and .ce1•tainly brought 

the enjoyments of' the night into· the morning. On. the 

evening of' the 22nd.. a smart bree~a spi>tmg up ·which soon 

increased to a galet and as it was right in our teeth it 1 s 

action upon us was fearfUl :ror a landsman. Monday Aug. 

25th. Last night a gale came on which b1~ught dot~ one of' 

our yards with a crash, and which is now driving befOl'e us 

a tremendous sea. I was delighted though awed by the 

magnificent S})ootacle. Having on board no fewer than five 

ecclesiaatics OU1' Captain selected Dr Cooman as chaplain f'or 

the day, and at 10.30 we had service, the Dro rea<ting 

prayers, Vi. c. pitching the tu."l.eS> and a:rte1• this a 1n·et·1;y 

good sennon :from the words nGod is g1•eat .. 11 As the day 

advanced the gale inc1•eased until in the afternoon it blew 

quite a hurricane. For the :first time I :eealized the 

description so often given of waves ttmountain hi~hw. Oh i:f 

our friends cou~d but see us~ - eating- lolling- walking-

talking- dreaming- longing- sickening- reading- sighing-

hoping- despairing- brightening- eating- napping- wall\.ing-

sleeping- waking- dreaming etc etc etc etc in most monotonous 

succession, how they would stare, smile~ pity, laugh, weep, 

encourage, deprecate, rejoice, and wish with us to see the 
i 
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end of' it. Friday morning came in sight of an iceberg. 

It was on our lee bow, about 3 miles o:ff', but as it :Pl'OVed 

at least 10 - :first lil:.e a conical cloud. (white) r•ising 

:fl>Om the sea, soon a squall and showers hid :i.t f'l'Om our 

sight, and then our attent:i.on was directed to a :r·esplendant 

:rainbow, spanning half' the ho:r•izon,. and a:p:pea:r•ing to r·est 

itself' not .Q!! but in the ocean .. It was a g:rand and go:r.·geous 

spectacle. . Soon as the shower had passed the sun's rays 

began to fall upon the icy mass and depicted its shape and 

its shadows :i.n fine outline. It consisted of two distinct 

heads connected by a valley of lllldulatinp; appearance the 

details of which declaroo. themsel vas more and more clearly 

as we neaJ.•ed the object. When abou·t; 5 :wiles off it. assumed 

the :ro:rra of' a· Lion coucltant and reminded those of us who 

had been in Edinbtu•gh o:f Arthur's seat .. As we came abreast 

of it (although still 3 rniles off) it stood u-p before us in 

all its grandeur - 300 feet high, a'rld if the theory be 

correct that the mass below is twice as great as that above, 

there we saw a body 900 :feet in depth and of proportionate 

di."'lensions in other J.•espects, which being detached from the 

mass on the ~ar north had floated to the spot where it was 

now located, :for there seemed even,r reason to believe that it 

was agroundy there being no motion per•ceptible even by means 

of the telescope. we came on to the Banks of Newfoundland 

about 2 o'clock,. and ·at 8 the soundings were 100 fathoms .. 

•~ ~~··'· • •··~--'H••'d'•"*'' > 
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At 12 o'clock Y!e found ourselves about 630 miles :from Halifax~ 

We had on board the Cat.holic Bishop of Newfoundland, his 

nephew, a priest or two and a resident. They all expected 

to proceed to Halifax and return f':rom then0e to St John's 

by another packet. But on Satm·day morning just as we 

neared Gape Race a fishing boat a:ppear·ed on our bow and a 

signal being hoisted, they ca."ne alongside;;, our boat was 

lower·ed, ·our. :fellow travellers and their luggage were 

disembal'l):ec:l and Off they put for the fishe:eman. They we:r•e 

soon on board and when our boat lef~ them they stood on 

·deck and gave us 3 cheers which we hear·tily responded to. 

They tacked about for st Joh.."1 t s by which they ·would save 

a jour·ney o:r 1, ooo miles. 

On Monday Sept. 1st at 10.15 we 8~rived at Halifax 

and havL"1g leave of absance till 2 o'clock we went ashore, 

walked round the rampa:r•ts a.t"1d then took a :r•ide in a 11wagon 11 

two or three miles out of the town to see the extent o:r the 

harbour which runs inland 8 or 10 miles o:f deep wate:r·. At 

2.o'clock we were all on boar~ and soon on our way to Boston 

where we arrived ea:r·ly on Wednesday morning. Went u:p to 

the Tremont hotel and breakfasted which was sca1·ce done 

before our good friend Capt. LoJ.•ing made his appearance 

with a carriage to convey us all to his house. The weather 

had become beautifully fine and we were soon out to inspect 

·., ~ ' ' . 
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the city. The view of' the city, country and harbour from 

·the top o:r the state House is v e:r·y striking! A:rte:r· dinner 

we set off' in two carriages to see the environs. we passed 

through Cambridge by the college and on to Mount Auburn 

Cemetery .. next morning at. 6 o • clock we we!•e o:ff' to 

Greenport which we :r·eached at 1 o • cloclt and were soon with 

George and his wife and f'f'J1lily who l'eceived us very 

cordially .. After dinner vre inspected the. fal'ln etc.. and 

after a good night • s rest committed ou:rselves to his boat 

·for a cruise in the Ba:,r, a:fter which we departed in the/ 

raih'la-y f'or New Yorl-\.. u 

I have made much longer quotations :f:r.>om t:his 
' 

journal than I intended, but the fact is that afi;er I began 
I 

I . 
to read it after so many years it awoke so many/ recollections 

interested, and scarcely l>.new what 
. I 

to that I became deeply 

trfu"lscribe no1• where to stop. By Tuesday evening my. 

business arf'airs.had been on the whole satisfactorily 

• arranged, and .. next morning I star,ted on a tri:p to the West 

accompanied by my two brother·s and my sister. our first 

point was the catskill Mountain House where we spent the 

following day rambling over the m01mtains, d:r.•inXing in the 

glorious scene1y m1d visiting the Catskill Falls. Thenc,e 

by steamboat to Albany. Her·e Betsy• s health gave way, and 

as. she needed rest, Joseph and I having seen all we COuld of' 

the citY and visiting also the Falls of the 

•· ! . 
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my sister .in cha1·ge of the doctor and of my brother Geo1·ge, 

uent to saratoga whe1·e V!e spent a quiet Sunday. Next day 

passing on to Lake George, and to Fort Ticonderoga and 

returning the same night to Saratoga, we on Tuesday morning 

set off' to meet ouJ:.· fellow travellel'S at Schenectady. 

Slept that night at Auburn, and the next day at Rochester 

remained there all night and thence t1nough Buffalo on 

Thursday morning to Niaga:ra .. For :p81.•ticula:rs ot· our stay 

among the wonde1•s of this :place and its surr'Oundings I :r.•ef'er 

those who :feel an interest in the subject to my brother 

Joseph's Journal.·. He:r.•e Joseph and I pa1•ted vTi·!;h our fellow 

travellers; they to J.•ettu•n to Gr•een:port and we to rn'Oceed 

on a long Westwa1·d trip by La.."l\.e EJ.•ie to Deti>oi·t, thence to 

Chicago.s: St Louis, Cincinnati fu"'ld Balti.TP,ore. Here Geor·ge 

and my sister met us, and after spending a few days in this 

cit.Y, washington and Philadelphia. we all xeturned together. 

to New YoJ.•k. For particulars o:r this memorable journey 

I must again 1'e:fer you to. my brother's most interesting 

Journal. 

I will just mention he1·e that during the past :five 

yea1•s I had allowed my brother George six hundred dollars a 

year and had also conveyed to him a falm at Kalamazoo in. 

Michig&."1 which had bean :previously made over to me in 

payment of a debt of ~3,000. I now })laced in the hands of 

Trustees (Jn.Laidlaw and wm.Nelson) the sum of ;ho,ooo the. 
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interest o:f which at 7 per cent was to be paid to George 

during his lif'e, and the J)rincipal to be at his death 

divided among his children. 

After setting aside a sum sufficient to pay certain 

of our old cn•editors the inte:r·est accruing to them on their 

claii11S nm.unally paid in fUll,. and also enough to I)ay all 

the expenses of' our trip to Ame:r•ica 1 I had still some 

£35, ooo on which to retire. Leaving J36, ooo in the hands of 

my late partners to enable them successfUlly to carry on the 

business I had now fUlly accomplished the object for which 

r had le:ft home. So bidding ngood byen, and as I then 

thought a final farewell to oucr· good friends in Greenport 

and New York, we went on to Boston whe:r•e we en,joyed once mo1•e 

the hospitality of my dear old friend 1'Benn Lo1•1ng,. and on 

saturday the 1st Nov. embarked on boa:t•d the ~~Hibernia" 

steamer for Liverpool via Halifax .. On Monday morning the 
' 

3rd Nov.. we reached Halifax and remaining thel'e an hour or 

two proceeded on oucr· way to Live:r.~ool. Although we had 

thicl\., :foggy weathe1·, all went on well till Wednesday the 

5th when in the mid.st o:f a dense :fog we were suddenly 

disturbed soon after dinner by a sevel'e shock succeeded by 

a staJ.•tling commotion on deck~ 111ith loud cries of' "Helm 

a:port" succeeded by n Sto:p hern. Much alarmed, we all 

rushed on deck we soon :round the cause o:r the disturbance. 
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The ship had struck on a dange1·ous l'oclc which we afte:rwar·ds 

lear•nt was not :far from Cape Race, the Southern point of' 

N e¥;:fo undland. The Captain had had no opportunity (by 

reason o:f the :fog) to· taKe any uobservationn since leaving 

Halifax, but his waeacl l'ecKoning 11 placed us at a distance 

of' :fUlly twenty miles :from this well Knovm and dangerous 

l'OCl\ .• Our situation was.. a very ala1ming one, :for no one 

knew whe1·e we were, but we diq know that ou1• vessel had 

ns-.orung a lealz;.tt, and the water· was 1'1..-;.shing in at a g:r•eater 

rate than the pu.mps seemed able to overeome. To mal<.a matters 

worse,. a rumour spread throush the ship that Capt. Ryne was 

d:runlc! And at midnight I was Toused :f1·om rny sleep by one 

o:f our· f'ellow passengeJ's to mal<.e }mown to me this te1.•:rible 

:rumou1• and to advise with ne as to the necess:ity of urging 

the Mate to take command o:f the shi]). But as.r was going 

up the "companion way" to ascertain i:f possible the facts 

of the case I met the Ca:ptaj.n on the stairs nas sobe1.• as a 

judgett. He had just been down into the hold' and_ :found 

that the water ·was not :lncreasing. If' the1.•efore t11e pumps 

should not be choked by :passing tlnough the coal, he had 

good ho:pe that the vessel might be saved. Meanwhile he 

had determined not to attempt to J.'H"'ceed f'tu•ther, but to 

ttlay on and of'f" until he could. ascertain whel'e we were or• 

obtain assistance. Daylight might do something for us; 
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our rockets might possibly be seen, or our• firing might be 

heard by some passing vessel. And so the night passed. 

We were all hoping, and some no doubt fervently :pr•aying 

that ~he dense f'og might disappear as daylight came on~ 

or that relief' in some form might reach us.. But when 

mor•ning came the fog was as dense as ever, and :noon came 

without any chan.s;e,. so that we ha<i before us the melancholy 

:prospect of spending anothe:r :night in a state of painful 

anxiety - when to our great joy t11er•e c&"!le a sudden 

uplifting of the fog, and almost i.mrnecliately a small boat 

was seen approaching which Pl'OVed. to belong to a Newfoundland 

fisherman who had seen or heard our signals of' distress 

and had been :fOr• some hours endeavour'ing to find us.. He 

of' course knew precisely where we were$' and under his 

guidance we on t11e :following day a:rri.ved in safety at St 

John's Newfoundlfuid. Tha ship was at once ttbeachedn ~ and a 

gang of shi:pwr•ights from the Navy Yard wer·e busily employed 

i.n l'epai:ring the keel. By the following (Sunday) evening 

'\'le were all assu1•ed by an officer· of' the r>ort that the ship 

was once more in a good condition. A.'l'ld so with three 

hearty cheers we le:ft this noble hm!J.>bour to :proceed on our 

way to Li.vei'l)ool. But soon new anxieties avmited us; a 

heavy head sea had torn away the new planking and the leak. 

became as bad as befOre. We had now however· advanced so 
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far on our voyage that there was nearly as much danger in 

attempting to retu:rn as in going forwa:rd. Our .PJ.'ogJ.•ess 

r"!as necessarily ver-1 slows- foJ.• much of the pmrer of the 

engines was applied to the pwnps whieh weJ.•e kept constantly 

at wor}: day and night. Great assist~mce was· rendered by 

a few soldiers whom we had receivt.>d. on boar'd. at Halifax, 

and. who V!Orkeci well at the hand pu.111:pss- and. in J.'fff:oving the 

coal so as to :prevent it f'rorn chol:;.ing the DUI!l}}B. Still it 

was a matter of' great anxiety ·Nhethel' the shill could be 

ke-pt afloat, and.. this continued· undiminished d.ur·ing the 

l'emainde:r· of' the voyage. At length however' on satm•day 

morning Nov.22nd .. we were sa:rely 12.11ded at J.Jiver:oool. When 

the vessel had been placed in the TI17 Dock it was found 

that about 14 feet of' her· :planking had been torn away on 

both sides of' the keels- and that he:r '•:rourfoot" had been 

smashed in ... That she could hav~ been so long kept a:floa~ 

was little less than miraculous .. We all set off frOm 

Liverpool together on Saturday; but pa1•ted company at Rugby 

· Joseph to go to Leicester and Betty and I to Nottingham. 

It was late at night before we :reached home, and 

the dear inmates o:f Park Tel.'raca had all gone to bed., but a 

good ring at the bell soon brought my dear wife to the door, 

but in. her joy at hearing our voices it was some little tme 

before she could manage the lock and the bolts. Oh! it 
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~ a happy meeting! My deal'· boy Willie who had been 

sleeping with his :mothe:r was 1•oused frOm his slumbers, and 

before being placed in his cot, the dear little ~ellow, 

(then three years old) knelt by our side and putting his 

little hands ·together joined vrith us in giving thank.s to our 

heavenly Father :foJ.• His great goodness in restoring us once 

more to each other. 

Henceforth, for some years to come my cv~ of 

domestic and social happiness was ~~11 to overflowing. To 

complete our family circle my boy had been given me on the 

21st Dec.l842, and he a...11d his th:t'ee sisters were a constant 

source of delight to me. My social :position also was 

every thing I could desire and opened u.p :fo1· me sources of 

activity and usefUlness which I t1ust were not wholly 

My dear wife and I took much interest in our 

weekly visits a."n.ong the :poor in the neighbourhood o:f Ann 

street and Baclo:. commons in connection with the "District 

Provident Society": I was elected to the Town Council 

f'or st .Ann's Ward, and to the Board of Guardians o:f ·which I 

became chainnan, &"1d in 1847 I was made :Mayor o:r Nottingham. 

I entered with a good deal of zest on the duties connected 

with these various offices and em:ployme..11ts and also took. an 

active :part in the po~itics o:f the borough, having the 

honour o:f nominating Joseph Stul~e, and subsequently 
. : 
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attending· a Cornmittee o:r the House o:r Commons to :Pl'osecute 

(successfUlly) a petition against the ret,urn of' his opponent 

Mr WalteJ.• of' the ttTimes" who had obtained temporary 

possession of the seat by bribe~J. 

"Tom" Gisborne then becP .. me our candidate and I 

took a very active part in his election. John Bright came 

to assist us, and while he and G·isborne w0re one day 

breakfasting wit11 me, a lette1• carr1e to the 1atte1· from 

Durham urgently J.•equesting him. to be their candidate in 

0!>1)0Sition to the nominee of Lord. J.londonder:ry. Gisbo:rne•s 

.tmcle held at that ti."'!le a high O:f.:fice in the church at 

Du:rha:m and had great influence which in consequence Of some 

tt~nlitU in the Tory party would~ it was hoped, suffice to 

render possible the election of a nliberaln. Meanwhile 

Mr GisboJ.•ne had made such Pl'Ogress in his Not tingharn canvass 

that he could not, in fairness to ~ accept this call from 

Durha.i'"!l. He threw the letter across the table to Mr Bright_ 

saying ttDo J?:Q._g go and have a ShY at them, 11 a J)roposition 

which I seconded with all my heart, and in an hour from that 

time Ur BI•ight was in a post chaise on his way to Durham, 

and that is how he obtained his first seat in Parliament. 

The great .question of the repeal o:r the Co:rn Laws· was then 

agitating the country, and I threw myself with all my little 

might into the sti~gle, and thus became for a time somewhat 

intimate with Cob~en, Bright and othe1.·s "of that ilk". A 
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e;reat meeting of· the Midland counties in su:piJort of' this 

great cause, was held at Derby, in the p1•oceedin.gs of which 

I took a J.•ather prorninent :pa1•t ~ a1•guing as well as I could 

against the impolicy and injustice or the 1tslidil1..g scale1' 

which I illust1·ated by ref'e:rring to my o"'.7n experience. I 

hacl that vel'Y mo1·ning received fJ.'Om our Liverpool agents 

Messrs Brown, Shipley and co ajc sales or several thousand 

barrels of' flour which my })al,tner had stLipped to them 

instead of the usrltal mode of remittance py Bills Of Exchange .. 

In t11e unsettled state of' merca...'1.tile affairs in New Yo:elc 

at that t.Lrnej- this was no doubt a ve1y r.rrudent measure, 

and would have succeeded and been a source of' IJl'O:fit but fo:t• 

the "sliding scalen tmder the o:per·ation of which we had to 

pay a duty heavy in Dl'Ol)Ortion as the market p:ri.ce of f'lour 

became lower,. so that as Brown, Shipley and Go in. their 

letter accompanying the ajc sales said,. they had been 

compelled to pay a heaviel' duty just because there had 

r•ecently been a decline in the market price, anrl so eni;ailing 

a loss instead of a :profit on the transaction. This letter 

I read to the meeting, and my :remarks on the su'bj ect weJ.~e 

1·atl1er :eully re:poJ.•ted and commented upon in tlle tt'rimesu, 

and so fell unde1• the eye o:f Sir• Rober•t Peel, and in a :rew 

days I received a letter requesting an inte:rview with him 

at his office in Downing Street~ I asked the chail'man of 

'I 



.. 

68. 

the meeting (Mr Hitchell of Leicester) and my :fl•iend M1· 

HeaJ.•d of Nottingham to accompany me, taking with me the ajc 

sales of the flour and all the co1·respondence on the subject.· 

Sir· Robt. Peel honouJ.•ed us with· a rather long and very 

inteJ.•esting interview and seemed. much strucl\. with the facts 

I placed befoJ.•e him. What e:ffect these had is not for me 

to say, but this much is ce1•tain that soon afterwards the 

"sliding scale" was abandoned, and in a few yea1•s the Co1·n 

Laws were entirely repealed. 

So· much fOJ.' politics. now about home rnatterao. 

I soon afteJ.wa:rds purchased the house at Braincote which 

became our future residence, and he:re I might have been well 

content to enjoy in quiet the l'emainder of my l:tf'e, 

surrounded as I was with all that could conduce to the 

happiness and well being of myself, and my dear wife. and 

children. I shoJ.•t, I was du1·ing the next few years, leading 

an active, pleasant, and I believe also, a usefUl life. 

But perhaps I attempted too much, :for my public duties often 

interfered with my meals, and led me to take them too 

hastilY and at uncertain intervals, to which cause I think 

may be attributed a bad state of' the stomach producing, 

·:fJ.•equent attacks of' "vertigo 11 which :fOr a long time were a 

source o:f much discomfort and anxiety. 

I have now approached a period o:f my history, the 
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recollection of which fills me with shame and distr•ess .. 

In my beautiful home at Bramcote I had everything to rendel' 

life happy .. My daughter·s had finished their education, 

two of them had been happily married while Polly was left 

to us to be our• cheerful and very useful com:vanion .. Willie 

was growing in intelligence and was r•ecei ving a good 

education and making excellent p1~gress in his studies. 

Although my money had not been well invested, being chiefly 

in Railway securities which at that time wer•e far from 

pr'Ofitable, yet my income was at®lY sufficient for all my 

own wants and also for rendering assistance to others. All 

I needed was o:rdinary prudence to render the remainder of my 

life vel'Y happy. It would be too painfUl to endeavour to 

explain in detail the events and circumstances which 

involved me once more in ruin. My bi•ain reels and I am 

bewi~dered. I must forego all attempts to explain, nor is 

it necessary that I should do so. SUffice it to say that 

my nephew, having entered into business with Mr Melliss of 

whose character and business talents he had forned a ver~ 

high opinion after a long and intimate acquaintance with him, 

required and deserved assistance f'l'Om me. How could I do 

otherwise than lend it to him, remembering how r1uch I was 

indebted to his father fOr my first start in life? Besides, 

althou.~h I knew but ver·y little of his partner•, yet I had at 
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that time the utmost con:f'idence. in John and could not doubt 

that his confidence in }.felliss was well })laced and that a 

promising career was be:for·e them. I ther•efore lent them 

such aid as I thought I could safely rende;r and as their 

business increased and pros11ered, I ventured still :ft .. rrther 

and fUrther until at length I had entered into engagements 

with them which as I now look back upon them appear as 

imprudent as to be almost incredible. Still, every thing 

appear•ed to prosper·, large apparent pr•ofits had been made, 

and each Stock taking she·wed a more and more satisfactory 

balance in "Pl'Ofit and Loss ajc 1
'. All seemed to-be going 

on well, until the general derangement of business in America 

b:rought on a cr•isis in their affair's which ter'ffiinated roost 

disastrously. And the astormding news suddenly :reached me 

that they had made an assignment of all theil' pr•operty to 

Messrs Denistoun Wood and Co to w}?.om they ·wer·e deeply 

indebted. · By the terms of this most unfair and unfortunate 

deed of Assignment, Denisto~Ds were to be first paid in fUll, 

a:rt ei· which I was to be secured, and John -vnut e assuring me 

that no one would eventually su:ff'er loss, and up to that time 

I had certainly no reason to doubt either his sagacity or 

his truthfUlness, and though I can no longer give him CI'edit 

for the possession of the :formei· of' these qualities I have 

still no reason to call in question the latter. Meanwhile 

in the absence of usual remittances (which however wer•e 
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Pl'Olnised without much delay) I had not only sold or pledged 

my Railroad &.'1d Ban..x stocK to meet coming engagements, but 

had also induced my bl'Other Joseph to endorse for me to the 

extent of' about £2, ooo. I had just retm-ned with him and 

my f'amily f'rOm a delightfUl journey through SWitzerland and 

Italy when the appalling news burst upon me like a sudden 

thlllldel' clap, that Helliss lli"ld Ayers were se:riously 

embarrassed in business, and this fearfUl news was soon 

followed by the still more astounding ~~ouncement of their 

having made the above assigmnent.. All their property, 

including their stoc1\. of' mel'chandize, book debts, Bills 

receivable~ every thing had by this most c1~el and unjust 

Deed been made over to Messrs Dennistolli'1 to cover the whole 

of' theil' claims bef'Ol'e any of' the other creditors could 

rec.eive one penny! No time was now to be lost .. I must 

at once leave home for New York, and ~ii?e:r a brief interview 

with my bl'Other and J.A:r WadS'NOl'th, I communicated the 

.:fearfUl intelligence, :first to my daughter Mary Ann, and then 

to my dear wife, and with ma..11y misgivings, many tea1•s, and 

a heart broken down with sorl'OW &"ld amazement, bade them and 

dear Eliza farewell and 1'ushed off' to Liverpool, and on the 

following morning was on board ship on my distressing errand. 

In the midst of' all my apprehensions however, there woUld 

now and then sp1•ing uP a faint hope that all was not yet lost · 
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It could not be, sm•ely it could not be that all :past profits 

had vanished! Still less was it to be beli.eved that the 

accounts which had reached me seroi-annually were false and 

fraudulent. . A suspicion of' this had indeed neve1• entered 

my· mind. Besides, had I· not .in John's very last lette1• an 

assurance that all would come out right at last? 1-!otwitlt-

standing therefOl'e the grim and startling f'act of' the 

Assigrunent, which hung like a nightmare on my mind, I 

succeeded at times in almost persuading myself' that after 

all, it was only a question of' time, and that though an 

undue preference had been given to Dennistoun and Go,. 

neither I nor my brother or sist.er would ultimately suf'f'er 

loss, but that we and all other creditors wo1ud.in tiw.e, 

and with :rn-udent management. be paid in :full. Thus during 

this voyage hopes and fears alternated, and though at times · 

fearf'Ully cast down, I was not alt?gether in a state of' 

despair.· By God's good help, and calling to mind good Mr 

Wilkes• question "What if it shouldn't?" I was sometimes 

able to thl'OW Off much of my despondency and was. com:rortedo 

Robt. Mellis a had obtained a berth f'o:.r.• me, but in 

going to take possession I found it already occupied by a 

young Spaniard and his aiel( wife, and. I had not the heart 

to insist upon my rights; so as all the other berths were 

fUlly occupied, I ar:.r.~nged to sleep on a settee in the 

saloon during the whole of the voyage, in consideration of 

·. 
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which the Captain l'etul'l1ed to me £5 of' my passage money, 

which under the ci!•cmnstances was very- acceptable, fOr I 

landed with but little more in my pocl::.et. As soon as I 

landed I took a cab to convey me to Melliss and Ayel'' s 

warehouse \'There I hoped to f'ind John, but on d!•iving up 

Bl~adway I.saw him going down the street~ and hailing him, 

we went down together to the Astor House. And then for the 

f'il"'St time I was made f'ully acquainted with the extent of' 

the calamity which had ove1•ta~en me. Among the :first 

·things he said to me was this, that he had lost all confidence 

in Melliss artd that he had been entirely deceived as to his 

character, and also as to the real state of' their affairs! 

In point of' f'act, it soon became too evident to admit of a 

doubt that Melliss was an unp1•incipled scoul"'ldrel, and tl1at 

f'Ol' some time past he had been carrying on a system of 

wholesale Pllli~der, so that the real assetts of' the firm f'ell 

very f'ar short of' what appeared on the bool<s at the last 

stock taJ:~ing. .In short it had at this time become very 

doubtfUl whether even Dennistouns would be paid in fUll. 

What had- become of' this vast amount of' Pl>operty which. had 

thus 'disappeared was never ascertained, but enough became 

l\.nown to prove beyond all doubt t11at Melliss, aided by a 

cunning and unprincipled lawyer who shared 1a1gely in the 

spoils, had for a long time cal'ried on a ca1•eer o:r Plill1der by 

using the :fUnds and other property of' the :filw, in the 
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purchase of' ttreal estate" and in other speculations; all 

which l'emained concealed from and unsuspected by John until 

it was too lat·e. I was stripped of every thing and my dear 

wife and children we1•e enti:rely unpluVided for! 

I cannot now recall~ much less recite all the 

fruitless efforts made by me and others to upset the 

Assigrunent. SUf:fice it to say that I at length succeeded 

in inducing· Messrs Denn!stoun and Co to r•e:pay my siste2• 1 s 

claiJ.Ll out of' the proceeds of the estate when they accrued, 

and thus to avoid the expense and scandal and u.'1ce1•tainty 

· of' litigation with which I threatened them. How it came 

to pass that my sistei· received less than half of' what I 

thought had been thus secured to her is too painfUl a 

question, and I dare not attempt to allude :rurthe:e to it. 

I can only say that in all that was done (involving as it 

did immense sac1•if'ices in o:rde:r.• to avert the rui.n of' my 

brother arising out of his efforts to serve Ayers and Melliss ) 

I acted on the advice of' our excellent :friends Sam McLean 

and Mr Greig. Months passed in :frUitless e:rf·or>ts to .unx•avel 

the mystery o:f Melliss• villainy and to compel him to 

disgorge his plunder. The books of' the :firm were in the 

hands o:r his brother and it was impossible to get access to 

the."U Ol' to obtain any information f':r.'Om those who kept ther!l 

all of' whom had been strictly forbidden to hold any 

communication with me. Helliss was placed tL.'1.der examination 

j 
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by Ol'der of the C01..1.rt to whom I had applied,. but with the 

assistance Of his cunning &'1.d unp:r.•incipled lawyel'.t . (who had 

to some extent shared with hi."'U in the plunder) and his own 

contempt :ror truth no :r.·eliable o:r.• useful info:r.mation could 

be obtained.. And thus weeks and months wore away, without 

anv thing being accomplished,. and a:ft er all I was le:ft 

penniless a~d well nigh hopeless, but thalli~ God! not 

:fl•iendless. I :r.•eceived a little pecuniary assistaYice :fl'Om 

John out of' payments made to him by Dennistoun and co which 

formed a :pa:r.•t of' their agreement with him when they obtained 

his signature to . the Assignment. Meanw.11.ile, va:r.•ious 

:friends were very kind . to me. M:r.· Greig' s house l'Decame my 

home fol'. several months, some weeks were spent with my kind 

friends Davidson, and also with Hr Lattimer and Alf:r.•ed Ayers. 

After which I boarded on cheap terms with Alfi'ed' s father in. 

law Mr Johnson v1he:r.•e I became acquainted with the Pelham 

. fa'nily, and also with M:r Walker and his family. The ve1-y 

depth of the 1~n to which I had been so suddenly and c2~elly 

reduced, necessarily led to incessant effo:r.~s to obtain 

information and red:r.•ess, and this stimulus to exertion, as 

also the va1•ious J.:n"'jects with which my mind was occupied as 

to tuture employment, became the means by God's blessing of 

keeplng me f:rom sinlcing into utte:r.· despair. All this time 

{and at all subsequent times) I have found a most t~le and 

valuable friend in Mr sam McLean. I SJ:)ent many pleasant 
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evenings at his house, whe1·e I :fi!•st became acquaintecl with 

H. B. cromwell, Jn. H. Clarke and. Mr Tovmsend.. At length light 

suddenly burst on my fUture path! Among va1•ious Pl'oj ects 

which from time to ttme I had entertained, it had been 

suggested to me that. I might possibly obtain. a comfortable 

livelihood as an Insurance Broker. I called one day on Hr 

McLean to consult wi·th him about this when he expressed 

doubts about it, but as though strucl--;: with a sudden 

inspiration, he added, 11Why should "~Ne not s·tart a new 

Insurance Corn:pany and place you at the head 01~ it.'? I will 

subsC!'ibe :five thousand dolla1•s towar·ds it!! It This generous 

and startling Droposal was of' course 1nost gladly accepted. 

I lost no time in endeavouring to enlist othe1• of' my friends 

in the scheme.. A Conwittee f'rorn among them was f'Ol'thwith 

:formed to raise the necessa:r.,...r capital.. Of' the Committee 

.Mr HcLean and Mr Greig became the most active members. M:r.· 

Lattimer was at that ti~e absent in England, but on his 

return he too became a member of' the Commit tee and subscribed 

Five thousand dollars. An active canvass was at once 

entered upon and diligently fOllowed l~, in which my good 

n·iend John Laidlm'l soon took an active and very efficient 

part. The sum wanted was }1200,000 and there was not much 

difficulty in obtaining the fi!•st half of' the amount. But 

then came uthe tug of' war". Of' course I threw the whole of' 

my energies into the business, and vms incessantly running 



7'7. 

:r.·ound among my old :fl•iends., A:fter thorow~hly canvassing 

New Yo:r.·k, I W&it on to Boston to do what I could among :fl•iends 

there .. "Bentt Lo:r.·ing and H1• Brigham both subscribed; the 

former ~5,000 and the latter fi3,000. .At length tJ:e fUnd 

reached to ,8150,000 but though I redoubled my efforts in 

all directions I could not see my way clear to raise the 

balance, and I began to tea:r.• that after all the project must 

be abandoned .. I da'!'e not howeve:r: allow these :fea:r.·s to 

prevail, but day by day threw all my ene1.>gies into the 

business with increasecl zeal ancl deter'TI!ination .. Bu.t it 

was slow work and but little more was accom.vlished when one 

day. to my g1•eat S1L1">J)rise and. joy Mr Conkling (the facts 

having been placed bef'01''3 him by Henry Brigh&ll who had 

rna:r.•ried Conkling's wife's sister) who was a pa:r··tner (the 

.:pu:r.·chasing partner) in the great house of Claflin &'1d Mellen . 

and consequently had g1•eat influence a.'i!ong the Drygoocls 

agents and manuracturers, kindly voltu4teered to take my 

subscriution book in hand, and in a :raw days brought it 

back to me with the full arnount :filled up! A meeting of' 

the subscribe:rs was at once held, Directors were chosen .. 

I was elected President, HJ.• Kna11p Sec. and MJ.• St .John 

assistant Sec. ancl thus a new f'ield. :for my activities was 

opened before me on which I entered with heart and ho:pel 

I trust that when my deaJ.' grandchildren l'ead this part of' 

the hist017 6:r my li:fe they will, one and all, unite with ~e 
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in gratef'ully l'ecognizing in it the 11and o:f a };:ind and 

me!•cirul overruling Pl'OVidence. 

It was early in 1859 (March 28th) that the 

stand.al.'d Fire Insurance Company was thus inaugurated. My 

salary was to be jJZ>,OOO. THE question flOW vras what were 

to be my .fUture domestic ar1~angements. I could not shut my 

eyes to the fact that my dear wife had a great dread of the 

sea, ar.d could I ho:pe that. she would. be able so· :far to ovel.­

come this dread as to venture on a voyage ac1'0ss the Atlantic? 

I nQ·o~, but still had 11ainful misgivings .. I dare not vel.'Y 

strongly u:rge it. So I wrote to say that one third of my 

salary would su:ff'ice :fOr. all nw IWrsonal wants,. and that two 

thi:r.'dS should be remitted in monthly instalments to keep 

"the pot boilingu once ntOl'e at home so long as the dear wif'e 

and child1•en remained in Englandtt To my ·inexrn·essible 

delight ·the reply soon reached me that the dear woman in the 

loyalty of her love had determine..i. to overcome her repugnance 

to' the sea, and, accoMpanied by Mary Arm, to join me at an 

early dyay. 

ai·rivall 

And in May I had the ha:ppL."less to welcome their 

Willie had been taken f'l.'Om schoo 1 and was gone to 

Derby to live with his sister and to be employed at the 

worKs. But in the :following October he caught cold which 

soon attacked his lungs and in a f'ew weeks his dear life 

te1'!ninated while on a visit to his uncle at Market Harborough . 

J/ 
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soon a±"teJ.' the aJ.•ri val of my dear wif'e and daughter• I wr·ot e 

to my fl.•iend Gurnett, pr'Oposing a meeting o:f the two 

f'&.rniliest and in the course of the surnmer we did all meet 

and sped some few very happy days together at the Falls of 

Niagar•a. And that was the last time we saw each other. 

I omitted to say in its p:-eoper place that in 1858 I had paid 

him a visit at his ov-m home in Toronto. He did not live 

long a:rter our Niagara meeting, but I l~ept up a corresponuence 

with his wife and daughter, the latter having married a Mr 

Dixon o:r SchenecJtjady, the ·widowed mother removed from 

Toronto. and took u:p heJ.' residence at Schenectady. The othel• 

daughte:r (Mrs Thompson) who folmed one of the party at 

NiagaJ.•a still remains at Tor'Onto ... Her husband is a 

thriving tradesman there, and that .is all I no-vv know 

concerning the :family of my dear old fellow steerage 

passenger .in the "Euphrates". To return to B:rooklyn. 

we :remained through the winter at the Mansion House, and 

duri~ the next f'ew years made our• horne in several boarding 

houses until in 1863 our good friend H.B.Cromwell vurchased 

the house in Classon Avenue fbr our pel'!nanent residence. 

He was an exceedingly geneJ.•ous, kind hearted man and a very 

sincere friend. He made this pm•chase simply to serve us, 

and allowed us to live in it at a very chea1> rental, a.1·1d gave 

us the privilege o:f purchasing it at cost 1n•ice whenever 

we could afford to do so. Before however we could 
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accomplish this he died., and un:fOJ.•t1mat ely fOl' us he had 

left no instructions to this ef'f'ect in his will .. Heanwhile 

all Bl'OOklyn J)l•operty had J.•isen _Vel'Y much in value and his 

executo1•s det eiT.tineC:: on selling the house and I bought 1 t 

at a very considerable advance upon tht? original!n'ice, but 

still much below the rrsrket price o~ the day. In f-1ay 1864 

rr;y brother Jose:ph died, and three days a:rterwa.rd.s this event 

1.•.ras follot!ed by the removal of my dea::e d.aughte:e susan ten 

days after the birth o:r :nw grandchild. Susan Buchanan. When 

this affecting news :reached us her deal' mother• lef't us f'Or 

aw11ile to be a comfbrrt to the bereaved husband and children 

retu:rrtin.~ to us the :following yea1• .. Meanwhile the 

11 sta..Ddard 11 was steadily thou.rrh I'at11e1• slowly acqui:eing 

str·ength and talti.:."1.g a good place among kind:red Institutions. 

Mr Knap.:p~ thinking he coulcl do better tn some other pursuit, 

gave up the Sec1•etaryshi:p in whioh Office Mr St Jol1n 

succeeded him. He had been broueht tW in ru1 Insuran~e 

office (the Lamar) and was thoroughly competent to take 

charge of the o:r:fica duties o:f the "standa1•ttt' while I 

under·took much of the outside work and was certainly not an 

inactive President. I soon cut ou·t wo:rk. :fOl' myself. 

In the f"irst place I obtained f:r:om each o:f our 

directors~ and subsequently fr~m many other friends, a list 

o:f the names etc Of their friends, then I had some cards 

p1•1nted with my address and that o:f the "Sitandal'd11
, on each 
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of which I endorsed the name and address of some one of' these 

eent lemen and a merr.orand1...un on the corne:t• of each "Introduced 

by" etc etc with the signature of the :Person thus introducing 

me.. Having accumulated some h1mdreds of these ca:rds, I 

entered the-m all in a little bool>. arranged according to 

streets, and a:rmed with these ca1•ds and book, I sallied o1U> 

evel'Y morning in 1'vursuit o:r e~-ne". Opposite each name of 

a firm wae a bla:r..k space in which I inse:r.·ted a memorandum 

of' the result of each visit, and. diligently following up 

this pl811t and 1~eeping a daily :record f'o:r· my f'utuJ.•e guidance, 

I in t.he course of time secured an extensive and valuable 

conne~tion.. . Mr St John was in the meanti!-na busy in the 

affairs of the O:f:fice fu"1d in establishing agencies in 

vaJ.•ious parts of the count!:'.!" in which I occasionally. 

assisted by visiting some of' the large cities, such as 

Bost.on, Philadelphia, Buffalo s Albany, RochBster, Chicago etc 

In short the tsstandardtt became a success. My salary was 

raised to _$5,000_, and.ultimately to ~7,000 and in 1870 I 

obtained :permission to visit England, and the Directors. 

generously placed an extra ~~ of' ~300 at my disposal to 

meet the expense. Of cou1•se my dear wife and daughter 

accompanied me, and a ve1~ verv havDY time we spent chiefly 

at a cottage near Matloc1::. but also at Tren:ew in Wales, 

returning to New York in the :fall. 

on the 9th April 1872 it pleased God to take to 
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Himself her who for 44 years had been my dear and loving 

comnanion and most affectionate wife, and on the 12th her 

dear· r·emains were conveyed t.o Greenwood cemetery where they· 

now rest in a beautifUl spot on Fountain Hill,"in sure and 

cex•tairt hope of' a joyful r•esurr•ection." 

Soon· a:fter her dear grandmothe.r• s death, Annie 

Matheson carne out to us and r•emained with us till the 

following spring. Dm•ing her• visit we all visited Niagar·a 

together accompanied by uMinnie" Bullock, and also spent a 

few vel'Y happy days w:i,.th us at the hospitable home Of om· 
• 

friend Mr FrothinghaJ:l on the Hudson and one very· pleasant day 

with Mr Beecher at his home Peekskill. But I need not enter 

on :rurthe:r• l)a:t•ticulars as to her visit except to say :i;hat 

while with us she enda~red he1•self to many of om· :friends, 

so that when after her return to England it was made known 

among them that a bazaar was to be held in Nottingham to 

meet the expense of re-p ewing her father's chapel and for 

sundry other purposes, and I :proposed to them that we should 

have a "Yankee Stall" there, surmounted with the "Stars and 

stripes" in connection with our own glorious 11 Union Jacl\:.n 

and at which Annie was to preside, the appeal was most 

genel'OUSlY responded to and contributions of' all kinds 

poured in upon me f'l'OID all quarters. Among them were many 

pretty things supplied by the inmates of' the ttyoung Women's 

Home", an excellent Institution with which our good friend 
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Hrs Charles Field was intima-tely connected, and in which 

young women of' good characte1• employed Ol' seeking em:vloyrnent 

in var•ious occupations in the city were pr•ovided with an 

ine:X.1)ensive and comfortable home. Annie felt much 

interested in these young people, and by the generous aid 

o:f my friends Harper f'i:u'lliShed. the liJ-Iome 11 with a lllll"nber Of' 

gooc.l books the nucleus of' a more extensive library for their 

use. In grate±ul acknowledgement o±"' which ser•vices, and 

to shew their personal respect for Annie, these yo~~g women 

when told about the Bazaar, set their• busy f'ingers to ·work, 

and contributed many very pr•etty articles. It astonishes 

almost as much as it delightoo rne to :find with vrhat alacrity 

· om• fr•iencls came f01'1?!ar"d. to assis·t;, so that in a ver·:r short 

ti.i1le our r·ooms we:r.>e pret,ty '\.Yell filled with a great variety 

of· usefUl a..'t'ld. ornamental arti~les to be packed and .forwarded 

by us .. Nothing was charged by my stearnshii> f'I•iends for 

conveying. them to Liverpool - the agents the:re pe1•formed .... 
their services f:p:atuitously 1 and the Bl•itish Consul at New 

York gave up his usual fees, so that all was delivered at 

Nottingham n•ee of' expense. The "Yankee Stallu became a 

g1•eat at traotion, and contributed a go~ shar·e to the 

general result which was in ever~r way gratif".fing. The nett . 
})roceeds of' sales not only suf'f'iced to :pay off' the debt, _but 

a large surplus was left which was in my opinion vel~ 

; 
. t 
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appropriately disposed of, being given t_o Mr t:>.nd Hrs Matheson 

f'or the pur·chase o:r rettu·n tickets to New Yol'l\. to see us 

and to convey the thanks of Friar La.ne to their• A<·neric:a.VJ. 

friends. Percy. accompanied them, and a:rter· a very 

delightflll visit returned home, takiT\~ dear Ka·tie ;a,rith th,~m, 

in Hov. 1H'74, the dear gir•l having been with us since Aug. 

. 1873. Isabel ren:::.ined with us having arrived a:rnong us in 

Aug. 18?3~ Willie .follov.r&.i. in 1875 and. Harry ·to the 

Oente!1nial Exhibition in 18'76 .. I cannot enter into.:rurther 

detail but may much better· leave it to each one of tham to 

tell of t:ri:vs to Boston, Niaga1•a, canada 7 the White Hountains, 

Lal:;.e Geo:rge, t.he Catskill l'.oun.tains, Philadelphia, Deleware 

Water Gap, etc, etc. and o:f thei:t• e:q;eriences among om· · 

ma..."rJ.y dear n.·iends in Brool-clyn, New York, co:enwall, Jonkers, 

West Point, West F'a:r.ms, Stater Island!t Bay Riclge, Paterson 

P~d elsewhere, all of which I trust have left ~e1~ pleasant 

memor•ies v;hich perhaps one or more o:f them may some day 

commit to writing :fOl' the benef'it o.f' their g1·and.chilclren. 

I must br•i:ng my soa1ewha·t too })l'Of'Use tale to 3.!1 end~ In 

:March 1879 having :for some time past ha.'d a great longing to 

spend if possible ... lihe short remainde1· o:f my li:fe among 

h-Tldl'""ll rrrand.children and :fl•iends in England~ and feeling c .... V 1 -~ ~ I 

myself no longer coror>etent to the r:i.ght d.:lscharge o:f my 

dutdies as President of' the "Standardtt and there:rore not 

.. · ... ~J 
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earning the liberal salary hi the1•to allOiued me, fu'1d moreover 

seeing the necessity Of greater economy on the pa1.·t of the 

Company arising out of' the :formidable eompetition with other 

Companies I resolved as a question of feeling, duty, and 

exPediency to offer to resign my office Pl'OVided an annuity 

:for life of about one tl1ird o:f my salal'Y was allowed me. 

This :Pl>oposal was witl1 their usual generosity l'esponded to 

by the directors who entered into a Bond g1•ant1ng to me 

~2,500 per anmli'n :for life, and in the fOllowing month (April 

1879) we all IJaid a final adieu to our many dea1• friends 

in America. 

April 24th 1882. 

I thought I had finished my m.ar1•ative, but on 

looking through it I find t11at while I have bestowed much 

(perhaps too much) of my tediousness on my very early days, 

I have altogether omitted to mention cireu..l'1\stances of' much 

more interest, some o:f which are of a 1•ecent date. Indeed 

I :find that my memory o:f some events of my childhood is 

much more clear in incisive than of those of the later days 

of 'my life. And I am told tha·t this is not an uncommon 

experience among octogenarians. It does seem very strange 

however, that in compiling the above little nm·rative, I 

should for the time have entirely f'o1•gotten what I must now 

l'elate, viz. that in May 1877 I once more obtained leave of 
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absence and visited England with Polly and Isabel, and we~ 

all thTee, accompanied by Eliza and Lily went to I,nndon and 

ai"'t e1' s~oending a f'eYl days theJ:•e Yiert t o:ff to the· Isle n:f 

A:t"'tel' this Polly visitBd. her f'riendf:l U1•a C:ropper 

and J.1al'.Y F'or~ntan while Eliza,. Annie, and I went of':f togethel' 

.to Scotland, spent a few days vel'Y happily with my dear old 

fl.•iend George Robson in Glasgow. Tlle11ce he accom:p&l.ied 

us via the Kyles of Bute to Oban whe1•e we becairre acquainted 

with :r.ass Jennens and her yolillg cousin Lily Wills. Our 

n·~end Robson accompanied ua :f:r.•on Ohan via :Delmelley P..nd 

Loch JJmnond to rraJ.•bet and AI'l .. ache:e, ancl thence via JJOCh 

Katrine to Callendel•, wheJ.'e we parted r~ith him; he to go to 

Glasgow and we to Edinb:t•o' stopping a da:r or tvro on our way 

at tl1e Bridg-e of Allan and Stirling. 

Af'ter spending a :few drqs at Ji]dinbu:-rgh, and. one 

ve17 }:Jleasa..""l.t day in company with oul' :f:t'iend H:t'B Warden on 

a tl'ii> to Hawthornden and we :took our 

depal>ture by rail to Mal'})le, but at Manchest el' v1e were met 

by Mr Ca1·ver who inf'o:rTned us o:f a somewhat ser:ious accident 

by which Isabel ·:ms just then eonfined to 11er bed, ~-l 

consequence of' which her mother hastened home. Bu.t as 

Polly had engaged to meet us a 1~ Marple I l'e:mained. there at 

the house of our friend .Mr Hassey. Thence in a :few days 

Polly and I instead of returning to Nottingham sta1·te<t off' 
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to Mal verr1 and thence to B:r:istol and Cliftont retu1•ning 

by way o::t· Gloucester~ thence to Newportr Ampthill an.d 

Hit chin. Sixty years had passed away since I left this 

place Oi"' my apprentj~ceship! I wandered about among my old 

ha-t.u""lts like an old Rip van Winkle .. Went into the old shop 

and asked permission to go behind the cotulter. All the old 

:frunilial' faces had. vanishedf with one only exoeptionp .Mr 

Pallner to whose mother I was a:PJn•enticed .. When I left,. he 

was a vigol'ous, active, wide awake business man. .No·~v 

feeble, tottering and g1•ey headed .. The change was very 

affecting, but as I ~l.ihouzht very much more .:· apparent in 

him than in myself although he was but a few years my senior. 

As with this exception all whom I had. ever knol"m had passed 

away, I bethought me of visiting the old. Ba:ptist bu::r:ying 

grou..rtd. and to looX around for familiar names there. I was 

. told that the key 'Was 1-:.ept by Mrs. Woodruff', so I called at 

her house and obtained it :from he1•. In !ll. time the1·e was 

a Stephen Woodl'Uff, one of' the choir at the old chapel, 

and a teacher in the Sunday School with whom I became rather 

intimate. So I asked the young vmman who gave me the l{.ey, 

uAra you any way J:elated to my old rriend?l~ And then 

explained to hel' my intimacy wit11 a young man bearing the 

same name. A few questions and answers followed, and at 

last she said uoh yes, that Stephen Woodl'Uff was my husband• a 

gra&'1dfather! 11 ttSUJ.•ely 11 I thought, 11 I must be gett,ing to be . , 



88. 

an old man! u 

on reaching Nottingharh we wel'e :r.•e,joiced to :find. 

Isabel so :rar l'ecovered as to be once more he1· dear active 

little self. Polly. and I then went to OxfO!'d with Percy, 

and aft er,,val·ds. we all (by n all" I mean we Yankees ·and the 

Matheson ±'aroily) tool~ up ou:r quarte:r.•s for a :rew weeks at 

Basion where the Buchanans were also stayi~~. And soon our 

delightfUl visit to England cane to an end, and in September 

we we:re once more settled down in ou:r.· own quiet home at 

Brool:lyn. 

July 8th 1882. 

In the above 11 reminiscencestt I have made but 

slight, if any, reference to some more or less inll)Ortant 

events, and incidents which I have now :reason ·&o thinl\. will 

be interesting to those i~or whom I .w:r.•ote. I therefore add 

the :follov1ing as a so:r.•t of 11 sul)plement 11 • 

And fi:r.•st - As to the cil'c:umstances which :first 

made me acquainted wii.ih her who :for more than :forty years 

was my dear companion and most loving wi1 .. e. My earliest 

rooollect1ons o:r her go back to the time when I wan a 

schoolboy at Ma1·1~et Ea1•borough. Her :rather and uncle 

(bl'Other?) we1•e the med,ical attendants when there was any 

sickness among us. Happily I· knew but little o:f them in 

this capacity, and the most I saw of' them or or any of' the 

family was at the chapel, where she who afte:r.~al~S was ttall 
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·the worlcl to me 11 v:<:H:l one of a bevy of neatly tt:eessecl and 

s:rniling young lassief3 i:"ho cane tr'Otting in with theil' white 

:rr·ocl-:s &'1d trir.l cottqr,e bonnets ancl. red I!'\Ol'OCco shoes. 

They vmre seven in numbe1•,. viz. Hary An:tl,. Elizabeth, Sol)hy" 

Martha, Kate,. Louisa and Sarah, oe.:n it be wondered at 

that as this little pr·o~csr3ion ent. erell tihe ch::ipel and passed 

in sight of our· pr3w it o:eten excited. the attention and 

~.d.nir·ation of r:wself' and rr:y schoolfellows, nnc:i. ·the Eeygate 

girls VH:1:t'e often talkecl of 2monz us? Well, tha-t; iB about 

all I saw O!~ them until some year·s art el"'rarct.s when while I 

was residing at Nevrport P2.gne1, sev,:1ra1 or t.he!'1" Elizabeth 

a-rnone the r·est, became r>choolfellows with my sist e:T.>s at 

H:rs Wa:r.·d' s Academy at }!e:'f.Dort, and were now and then 

invit eel to our house. I think this was ;just after rw 

return f:r.>om my i~irst t:r•ip to .America .. Aft e:r.• t l1.i s, in my 

:tr-requent jom·neys to Leicester and :Nottingha!l, I was 

oc~asionally the bear•e:r.• of' a letter·, O.l' l)2.!'cel, or message 

f:rom one or other o:f these young la(lies. ·to their varents, 

or to such of .their sisters who haa. le:ft school. So it 

becarr.e q11ite a habit with m•a when the coach pulled up to 

change hor•ses at th.e swan, to jump Of:f my seat·, :r.>un U!} to 

Ml' Heygate' s, e:xchlli'1ge a few Yi01'Cis and Grniles, and pass a 

few minutes ve1·y agreeably until the coach sto:p:peci at the 

door and I went on my jou:rney. This eontinued artel' 

Elizabeth, Sophie~and Martha had left school and two or 

three of the younger ones remained behind. Now and ,then I 
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cl1•ove down to Leiceste1• with some mer:tberr:; of my family" 

and. then w·e wer·e always ·~'!&I'I!lly 1-V"elcomdd., and instead of a 

fe'!'r minutes, spent an hOU1' or t:m aJr:0!'1g thGm. At last I 

·w·as rairl:,r cau.r,ht; and f'ancyine :from one o:r: two glancf3S 
• 

whi·~h had passed ac:ross the tahle1 and f:t•om other 

cir·cui:J.sta.n~es that possibly my own :feelings V!eJ':e .responded 

to, I could not rest until I had r:tacle t,hem known, and had 

begged by let te:.t' })0rP.1ission to cor·:resrmnd with her w11o had 

won my affec·tions. I was not doom!:;d to 1•ernain lone in 

suspense. I was a:fteJ.•wa:r.·dB told that on !.'eceil)t o:f my 

letter enquir·ies ·were made :~:t'Or1 Hrs rrar·cl as to V!hat fihe 

knevtT of my habits ancl cha.ra~t.e:e and my rn'osr)ects in li:fe, 

r>e:rmittecl to make r1y :first ar)pearance ·at !ifa1•ket Ha:t'bor·ouE~h 

as an avowed lover, and was, without much ado, f'ran1~ly and 

lovingly accepted. All this occu:r.'.!'ecl sevel'al years afte1• 

Elizabeth had left school. H eanwh:Lle the elcles-t nist er 

Mary Ann {with whom I was neve1• personally acquBinted) had 

been removed by death, and Elizabeth h8d be<Jm::te her mother• s 

"r·ight hand man" an.cl chief :r..anager of' the household,. a :fit 

:preparation for the duties she so ably dischaJ.'?,eCt when the 

dear ';1Joman left the house o:f her fa~hers to bee::ot~l-'3 my· wife 

and assume the reins o :f gover·nment in a new s11here.. And 

thus ends the sto:r.·y o:f my cou1•tshi:v! I may now add, that 

of this :fine family of girls one only ( sar•ah) now :cemains .. 
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__ srn~.:~ymarried John Nunnelley and became the mother of our 

little ·warmheai•ted cousin carrie Wate!'lnan.. l·far•tha became 

the wi:fe of Hen1·y Goddai'dt a..."1d this 11 i'I'u.it.fUl vine 11 boJ.>e 

:fruit which is to be found scattel'ed in many 1)ar•ts of 

England and America. Harr•y at Northa.npton, William and 

Fred at 'Nottingham, Louisa at southmrtpton,. Mar·y at Portsmouth, 

Ax·thur and Fran..k in New Yor•k, willle E1mna (1Hn·haps the best 

· of' the whole lot which is saying a good deal) has not yet 

been induced to change he1• name, and spends most of her time 

in the :family of her· bi"Other William, with occasional 

itinel.•aries among the families of her• brothers and sisters 

and making herself generally usefUl, especially when 

marriages,. births and such like event.s take place. Let us 

hope that she will e t e:r long consent to become the 11appy 

,,.'life of some s·till happier man, and so follow her dear 

mother's example! 

To return to the Heygates Kate (a very sweet 

girl) died unmarried. Louisa became the w1:fe of' Joseph 

Nunnelley, (John's younger brother}. All these have now 

:passed away, and }.)OOl' Sarah is the only SUl'Vi VOl', except 

her brother Thomas. 

I thought I Jmd ended the stOl'Y o:e my com•tship, 

but I may as well add. that after my acceptance as a suitor, 

my visits to Mrn·ket Harboroueh became of' cou1·se more 

:frequent and protracted until at length on the 6th August 



1828 beL"1g then thirty year·s of age and my deai' Elizabeth 

twenty five~ having been :for· some time busy in prepa:ring 

and fUr•nishing my llow3e, I bore o:ff the 1n•ize, anct after a 

honeymoon spe..11t chiefly in the Lake country, (driving my 

own horse and "tr·a:pu) b:rought her· in tr·iuElPh to rule and 

:reign in her O'i-'11 new little kingdom at ~Newpo:rt Pagnel. 

With what a loving and grateftil heart do I close 

these little r•ecor·ds, and how S11ecially a."TT I called upon to 

be gr•ate:ru.1· tJ1a·t in my old age, though in o:ne sense it is 

my lot to u:rinish_ my journey alone 11
, ·my life is continually 

cheered and r·endered vex·y happy by the af'fectionat e and 

UJ.'1tiring attentions of my children, the r·esr;ect of many 

lov-ing :f".t .. iends both :11er•e and in luil"Sl'ica, and. the assured 

hope and conviction that my dear grc-l .. J.dchildren are one by 

one as they advance in life, taking their proper s-tation 

. in the woJ.•ld. and in the churc11 an,d a0quirine; aJid deserving 

the love and esteem of all axound them. 

Ohl .my soul"- Amen. 

William Cripps. 

July .8tl1 1882. 

unless the LOl.'d 
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More "I,ast ·wo1·dsn. 

I think my descendants will be interestecl in 

l;;.nowing something of' the Hanson family who for many yeaJ.•s 

we1•e among our most intimate friends. It is a tale I love 

to tell. F1~m my earliest days I was in the habit o~ 

hearing :from my dear mother· wonderful stories 'of her 

l'Ollicl;;.ing prant.s with her friend Betsey Davis when they were 

both in their teens. 

Theil' girlhood was spent together at Sherrington, 

and they were both of' them very lively young maidens. How 

my dear mother .ill:Q: like to talk of Betsey Davis and their 

jolly doings! to which my young ea1•s. were always open. 

But by that time many yea1•s had passed away, ancl. they had 

lost sight pf each other in the g1•eat th1'0ng, and it seemed 

very im:Pl'obable that they would ever meet again. At length 

however, (I think it was in 1825) .my deal' motheJ.• being in 

London was invited to a little tea party, at.which she f'ound 

herself seated by the side of a comely old lady with whom 

she soon became deeply interested, or as she used to say 

ni felt somehow d1•awn 'towards her." I the course of their 

cosey chat, one expl.~ssion after another fell fl'Om the lips 

of her friend which awoke many byegone memories, and caused 

roy dear :mother at last to exclaim tti do think I am tall:;.ing 

to Betsey Davis! 11 "Then" said he1• companion 11 you must be 

sul-~ey Rogers 11· (my mother• s maiden name). and so it was 
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that these two chums :r.•enewed their f'o:rme:r.• :friendship. 

Each had "wandered mony a 't'"feary :fit sin' auld lang syne." 

Each had become the mother Of many children, and each had 

also become a ttMothe:r.• in Is:r.·ael"; a :fact of cou:r.se which 

bound them to each other in still more powerful and tender 

ties than had existed in ~heir early and less thoughtfUl 
. 

days. F:r.•om this time the two :families, although living 

:far apart, became ve:r.>y intimate. 

Betsey Davis had marr·ied a Mr Hanson whose home· 

and vta:r.·ehouse we:r.·e in Bodolph Lane, London. He was an 

importe:r.· of' :foreign :fruits, and in those days when neither 

oranges no:r.· nuts, nor {l.l•ange wine we:r.•e forbidden, it was a 

pleasa.Ylt thing to s:pend an hour o:r.• so with the Hanson 

:family after dinner, and Bodolph Lane became a :favorite 

:r.·esort whenever I went to London. They v,rere an intelligent 

and most agreeable fandly, four bpys and :five girls, and we 

:frequently exchanged visits. A :few yea:r.•s a:rt e:r.•vrards Mr 

Hanson died, and to the g:r.•eat surprise of all his friends 

it was found that when all debts were paid, the widm?" and 

her nine child:r.•en were left in compa:rative pove:r.·ty. The 

business could not be carried on, and the dear old lady with 

her young b:r.'Ood :removed to a cheaper residence somewhere in 

Shoredit.ch, and found it very difficult to maintain their 

position in society. I may mention that Mr and Mrs Hanson 

had for many years been somewhat influential membe:r.·s of Hr 

,I 
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Binney's church at the "Weigh house». They bo1•e up bravely 

in their :pove1•ty, servants were discharged, strict econorf!.y 

became the order of the day, the young ladies did all the 

usual household WOl'lc, and became their own dressm.a.ker·s, 

but at length the day came when it was necessary to clip 

into the slender capital on the interest of which they had 

hitherto subsisted, and the :future lool<.ed ver-y dark,. Still 

they struggled on, wor1-7.ine hard, living very economically, 

and trusting in Pr·ovidence as to the future. And that good 

P1•ovidence soon appeared for them in a manner· a...11.d fr•om a 

quar·t er most une:x.:p ect ed. They v!ere all assembled at 

breakfast one mor·nine;, when a 1ette1• came addressed to Mrs 

Hanson. It was fl~m a lawyer at Leeds informing her that 

an old lady had recently died bequeathing to her and her· 

family, legacies to the amolli!t of £40,000! As }h.•s Hanson 

. \'TaS not personallY, acquainted with any such lady, she dare 

not believe that such good news could be tn1e, and wrote 

to the lm.•Tyer e:spressi.ng her belief that these legacies 

were intended for some other· family of' the same name. The 

1·eply soon came, and contained the agreeable assur·ance 

that ther•e was "no mistake." 

I love to tell this stor'Y because of the sequel. 

on enquiry it was found that when Mr Hanson first commenced 

business he was vel'Y successful, but that ·a young :fl'iend o:f 

his who had gone.into business at the same time, fOund it 
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very difficult to get along, and beco!!ling embaTr·assed and 

discouraged saw nothing· before hin but I'uino In these 

circumstances he sought the sympathy and advice of his f'J:•iend 

Ha.'1son, telling him that he had struggled on as long as he 

could, and now feared that unless he gave up at once he 

would soon be involved in greater and ·insur'J:!'I.ountable 

dif':ficul ties. 

"Well 1' said Hr Hanson 1 "bef'o::ce I offer advice 

woUld you have any obj ootion to she'H me your· books? 11 "Oh! 

no.~', was the reply, "that is just what I hoped you would do; 

I have nothing to conceal, pr·ay come vrith me and look into 

my affairs, and then give me the best advice in you:r power." 

so with a heavy heart he accompanied his 1~:r:iencl to his place 

of business, and a thor·ough examination was ente:r.•ed into, 

at the close of which Mr Hanson said nwhy my dear fellow, 

ther•e is nothing much amiss, don't talk of giving up, 

things will soon :r.•ight themselves, your· business a:p})ear·s · 

1;,o have been so fai' well conducted, cheer up, all you want 

is a little present cash! 11 u Ah! u said the poor roan, 

"that is jus·fi what I do wa."1.t, but I don't Jmow \Yhere to :find 

it. 11 "Well 11 :r:•eplied M1• Hanson, tti happen to have a good 

balance at my banke:rs just now, and no inmediate use for it. 

It is sufficient to meet your present difficulties, fu"1.d is .. 
very much at your se1•vice." The gener'Ous offer was joyfUlly 

accepted, present difficulties were at once overcome, the 

) 



\ .. 

97 .. 

business was car·r·ied on with new ener•gy and success.. The 

loan was ::t•epaid, and at length a:rter a prosperous car•ee:r in 

London sufficient wealth was obtained to enable its possessoJ." 

to leave the metropolis and establish a banking business 

at his native town in Yorkshire. He after•wards died, 

leaving all his wealth to his wife. Meantime all int e:r.•cour·se 

with the Hansons had long ago ceased, and though neither of 

them had f'Or•gotten old times and old friendships, each one 

becar!le so busily occupied in his own affairs that all 

corr•espondence between the :fr•iends had ceased. When 

however the good widow came to make her will, she was 

somewhat puzzled to know how to dispose of all the proper•ty .. 

She had no child, no nea:r.• r•elatives, except two or three 

whom she did not much care for·, and who were already well 

p:r.•ovided for. At last it occur·red to her· 11 I wonder what 

has become of my husband's old friend Hansont to whose 
.... 

kindness I have often heard him say he vms in early life 

saved fl~m impending bankr~ptcy? 

may now be needing assistance." 

Who 1--;.nows? perhaps he 

So she caused enquiries 

to be made, and the result was this handsome legacy. The 

:family now :t'emoved to a nice villa in Cla:pton, the old lady 

set up her 11 broughamu and livery servant,. and spent the 

evening of her life in quiet enjo~nent and in doing good 

and then passed away to the "1•est Pl'Ovided f'or her." I 

· will not attempt to follow the fortunes o:f her children, but 

the career of her eldest son Davis deserves notice. He 
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·was a ver·~ clever· boy. Hr Rowland Wilkes {an attor·ney of 

some celebrity)took hi.rn into his ofTice while yet, the 

familY wer•e stru.ggling with their :povf:n'ty. Davis soon 

made himself useful and from art office boy vras promoted to 

a clerkship. At length Mr Wilkes intr>o<luced him to Lord 

Durha..'n who had ,just been appointed GoveJ.•no:r• of canada and 

he accompanied his Lor·dship ther•e as his pr·ivate .. secretary. 

On his return to England, young Davis was appointed to some· 

legal office in Australia, where he afte:r:wa1·ds. :t'Ose to the 

dignity of "Chief Just.ice 11 of the colony, r·eceived the 

honour· of knighthood., and his widow "Lady Hansonn is now 

living in London. 

So much for• the Hanson :rmnily. Now a few vmJ:ds 

about the· Scudders. I thinl\. it vms in 1864 that ltre fi:rst 

met with them; and it was in this wiseo My dear vYi:fe and 

I set off on our usual autmnn holiday :P taking the r:1orning 

boat fr'Om New York to Albru1y, en I'Oute for Lebanon (the 

Shaker settlement) and thence to Vermont. But as we 

a:pp:t'Oached the highlands on the Hudson, the Gatsl<.ill 

mountains stood out so gr~ndly and so invitingly, that as my 
""' dear companion had never• been the:t•e, r PI'Oposed that we 

should leave the boat at Catsl<.ill Landing, arid spend a day 

or two at the 11 MoVJ1tain House". We arrived there the same 

evening and in time to enjoy a glo1·ious sunset, and a 
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splendid evening view o 1 er :river, hill and valley extending I 
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to the south and west. Next mo1•ning$' after an early 

breakfast, we :prepared for a long ra-mble over· the mOlmtain 

top, but just as we were starting a smart shower came on, 

and t11e weather lool~ed so unsettled that my dear wife was 

afraid to venture out, so when the rain subsided I set out 

alone. And it WifS during this rar.1ble that I first met with 

Mr Scudder. We had both ar·r·ived almost simultaneously at 

a point :from which a most glorious scene had bur·st upon our· 

view and rivet,ted our· attention .. It was near•ly the highest 

point among the "puddingstone11 rocl~s, and commanded a view· 

of the whole valley of ·the Hudson with its numer'Ous villages 

and bright coJ.'ll.fields as far as t11e eye could. r•each. .Among 

the first wor'd.s spoken by my new friend a:fter gazing awhile 

in silent admiration wer•e these u All this and Heaven at last! 11 

we :felt at once lil\.e old friends, and pursued our walk 

together. On our return to the hotel I found my dear wi:fe 

quietly seated Vlith her cr·ochet work at the window, and in 

fUll chat with a lady who was soon made knovm to me as Mrs 

Scudder the wife o:f my companion. 

We :fOUt''1d both o:f them to be most agreeable and 

intelligent. They too, like ourselves were enjoying thei1• 

autumnal holiday, intending afte:t:' a day or two on the 

Catskills, to finish up with a visit to some :fr•iends living 

among the Berkshire hills in Massachusetts. That evening 
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our acquaintance became so far l'ipened into f'l'iendship that 

by mutual consent we each of us ag1•eed to give u:p a pa:t•t 

of our original :plan; they agreeing to accompany us. to 

Lebanon, and.~ to alter our l'oute and spend a week or two 

vrith them among the Berkshire hills. And it was :flu·ther 

a1•ranged, that where railway t:rairelling was not 0onvenient, 

VIe should at joint expense hire a cal'l'iage and pail'. In 

thus travelling together it may well be i."llagined how 

thoroughly intimate we became~ and l'rhat an insight we 

obtained into each othei'S histol'Y and domestic life. It 

was on this journey that we :first visited stockbridge where 

the Scudders' :friends we1•e r•esiding in the house once 

occupied by the celebrated Jonathan Edwards, and in which 

village some mei:nbe1·s of the Beecher family were nov1 living. 

We were very much charmed with the scene1'Y among the 

beautif'ul and well cultivated hills,_ and the romantic valley 

o:f the Housatonic, and also with a trip to Lenox,. Pittsfield, 

G1•eat Barrington etc. I must mention one incident .which 

occurred on this jou1mey an:d occasioned much mel'l'.i.L"'!lent then, 

a.11d many a time sii1ce then .. Among other topics o:f 

conver-sation I one day S1)0l\.e of' a lawsuit I on~e was engaged 

in at Boston, and told my companions how one day my lawyer 

on coming out of court asked me to go home and take upo:t 

luck" with him, a proposal to which I gladly assented, 

·i 
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anticipating as I did a u ,jolly good dinner" followed by a 

pleasant hour or so oveT the bottle etc etc. "And", said I 

"What do· you thirL'k:. they gave me for dinner? Why, no thine 

but salt fish, and mY f':r.•iend being a teetoller the::r.·e was 

absolutely nothing to drink but cold wate::r.· .. Salt fish and 

cold water! Was it not a 11 Sell 11 • '?By the bye" said I 

"perhaps you know my lawyel' Mr Sam Hubbal'd?" " sam Hubba::r.·d! " 

exclaimed Mrs Scudder n I guess I do know him, he is my 

rathe1•! 11 I ought to add in explanation, that it was on a 

Satul'day that I partool:;:, of this "~joll~r dinner", and that 

it is throughout New England a vel'Y common and time honou:red 

practice to dine Off salt fish on Satul'day, and to b::r.•eak:fast 

on fishcakes on sunday.. No doubt this :practice o:r.•iginated 

in a :patriotic desire to encourage the New England fishe:r.•ies. 

To return now to our new :n·iends the Scudders. 

From this time during the remainder· of our American life, 

we had much ve::r.'Y pleasant intercour•se with this amiable 

family. They :fie sided in a snug ?Jld elegant villa at 

Brookline near Boston and there we always l'eceived a most 

hearty welcome. They a:rte::r.~va::r.'ds visited Nottingham, and 

it was under· their kind ca1•e that in 18'73 d:ear Katie went 

ou.t to America. The enviinns of Boston are :fUll of beauty, 

and Brool~line is su::r.•1•ounded by fine scenery th::r.·ough which 

we had many pleasant di•ives.. Hany years ago when I took 

the chai::r.· at a public meeting held for the PUl'Pose of 



introducing Fred Douglas who was then travelling through 

England deliveJ.•in~ lectui•es on behalf' of the Antj.-slavery 

cause, I had occasion to l'efel' to what I had witnessed of' 

the bitter controversy on this subject then J.•aging in 

Boston between the f'.riends and O])ponents of' the in:fe.Jnous 

"Fugitive Slaven law J.•ecently enacted by the United States 

Congress, and lamenting that in Boston which boasts of' their 

Fanuel Hall as being the ucradle of' libe1•ty" a party should 

exist who upheld this most c1~el enactment~ I :felt it to be 

due to the better portion of the community residing in that 

great city which I loved so well, to say a few WOl'l.l.s to t11e 

:ro llowing eff'eet viz that from the top of the state House, 

overlooking the city,. the bay,. and the Slll'!'Olmcling country, 

the eye J.•ested on as mucll of nat;u1•al beauty, domestic comfOrt, 

honest and successfUl enterprize, and as much ment_al and moral 

excellence, and love of :fl•eedom as could be found in an 

equal area in any part of the V!Ol'ld. I thought so then~ 

and I thiru~ so still. And as my thou~hts wander back to 

that neighbourhood and I call to mind the many happy days 

I spent there among the hospitable and 1tind. hearted people 

to whom I was introduced by my dear old fl•iend Col. r.oring. 

I love to thinl~ of' the delight:fu.l evenings at Jama.ica : · -· 

Plains in the hospitable home of good Col. Boylston; at 

Newton Col'nel.· ·Vlith my fJ.•iend Gardiner. Colby; at the cheerful 

and elegant cottage which was the home o:r my friend Charles 
! 
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Guj_ld and his charming and a~complished wi:fe- the daughtel' of' 

M:r.• Elliot, Governo1· of }~assachusett s; at Do:echeste:r.· with 

Dr Godman; and once at Quiney whe:r.>'9 I had the honor of 

tal;;:ing tea and spending the evening "tete a tE}te" with the 

vene1•able John .Adams, one o:f the signers of the Declaration 

o:f Independence, the friend of Washington, ru1d next to him 

President of.' the United states. The g:r.•a.nd old man was at 

the time o:f my visit mo:r.·e than ninety years of aee, hale and 

hearty y and VJi.th all his :faculties, mental and :PhYsical 

apparently unimpaired .. His sister·~ a :fine old maiden lady, 

made tea :fo:r.· usf ai\d Dl'esidecl at the table. I have always 

:felt it to have been a great honour to receive the ' 

hospitality, and to be (so to S},;eal;;:) int!•oduced to the I 

:friendship o:f so distinguished a :family. I need say nothing 

in this connection o:f my frequent visits to the Farnsworths 

v-Ihose house at Roxbury was indeed, almost a second home to me. 

I have mentioned D:r.· Cod.Tttan, and I am tempted to 
- . 

tell of a droll incident in connection with him. When my 

b:r.•othe:r.· and sister went to Ame:r.•ica with me in 1845 the good 

Doctor was om· :fellow passenger, and so also was Dr Parlanan. 

Now Codnan, though somewhat bluff' in his manners, was a ve:r.>y 

agreeable companion, albeit ext:r.•emely o:r.•thodox, while 

Park..'nan was a very quiet r gentlemanly little man, the pastor 

of a Unitarian church in Boston. At that time a Vel'Y brisl<. 

controve:r.·sy was being carried on between these J.•i val 



/ 

104. 

/ 
/ 

denominations, so that ttthe Jews had no dealings wit!l the 

samaritans" • And so it happened. that these two good men, 

though living for· rna."'ly yea1•s in the same community had really 

no 11ersona1 knowledge of' each other until they were thr'O~n 

to2-;ether on board shiiJ on their retm·n n:om a visit to 

England. Now however, being thus necessarily brought very 

close together, r·eligious prejudices and animosities were 

laid aside,. and much :pleasant conversation occu1•red in wh:i.ch 

it was my brother's :privilege and min~ to tal\.e a part, so 

that we all beca.me ver•y intimate. We spent . two Slmdays on 

boar·d when e-ach of' the good men took rd.s tu:r:n in conduct1.ng 

the ser•vices; 1.n which of cour•se all controveJ.•sial to:pics 

wer·e car•ef'Ully avo1ded.. . Well,. as 'lie were near•ing Boston, 

I was one day pacing the deck between these two divines, 

when ou:r quiet little fr•iend Par·kmant speaking of' the 

happiness it had aff'Ol'ded him to' meet and hold such I)leasant 

inte:t•coul'Se with his o:rthodox opponent, with whom so though 

near neighbours, he had nmv for the first time been brought 

in.to personal contact t said in the wannth o:r his hear·t "I 

have been thiL1..'1(ing bruther· Codman how ver';! pleasant it might 

be fOI' us to exchange })ulpits now and then .. n The :Pl'OPO sal 

star·tled his orthodox companion, who in his ve!'y blu:f:f, but . 

by no means unl\.ind r1anne:e, r'e})liecl at once "I will :rn·each 

for you with pleasur·e if' you:r.• people will hear• me, buttt 
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(with a very droll twinl\.le in his eye} 11 you shan't preach 

f'or· me though! it This little speech and rejoinde1•, so 

characte::eistic of the two good men, afror•ded me much 

a'11user1ent at tlle tin1e and seems to me to. deser·ve mention 

in these reminiscences. 

William Cripps. 

July 12. 1882. 
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