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In this endeavour to comply with the earnest and
repéated request of my children and grandchildren, to furnish
them with some written record of the principal svents of ny
life, I should be glad,-were it in my power to give them also
some accurate information regarding my own ancestrve.
Unfortunately I know but 1little on this subject. I had no
personal knowledge of either of my grandfathers. But my
impression 1is that my grandfather Cripps was a well educated
man of some propérty and influence in Newport Pagnel where
he carried on the business of a brewer. My mother's father
(Mr Rogers) resided I believe at Sherrington near Newport
Pagnel where he had a farm and also carried on the business
of a “common carrier' between that »lace and Ldndon; ~in the

earlier vart of his 1life by means of pack horses and after—

wards by a wagon once a week, which I believe at that time
was the only mode of public conveyance. My rfather, ého wvas
born in 1760 and was a younger son, having received a good
educatioﬁ, was apprenticed to a hatter in London, aftér

which he went to Newport‘?agnel,where for some time he fbuﬁd
employment in the draper's shop of Mr Gee (in the high street )

afterwards occupied by Mr Redden. There I have reason to

- believe he soon became very popular, being a man of

considerable intelligence, with good conversational powers,

a good singer, and moreover a good churchmar. There being
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then no other draper's shop in the town, my father and his

- friends thought there was a fair opening for another, and

wishingAto be married and settled, he took a small house
*round the corner® and entered on business on his own account,'
T think this was in or about the year 1785, and for some time

his business was very'promising. He was elected church-

‘warden and was well supported by the public in the town and

neighbourhood. @ This however did not last long. During his

apprenticeship in London he had attended the ministry of Dr
Romaine, the result being strong religious convictions which
never entirely 1eft him. At the time of his appointment to
the office of Churchwafden; the clergyman was a man of
dissolute habits, very profane, and frequently drinking to
eXcess, and my father after a long and painful struggle with
his convicfions, felt compelled by a sense of duty and a
regard for his_gggg'interests, to leave the church and attend -
worship at the Independant Chapel then under the charge‘of
the Rev. Wm. Bull the friend of the poet Cowper, who said of
him *He is a man of learning and genius, master of a fine
imagination, or rather not master of it?

.My father knew full wéll that in leaving theAchur¢h
he was placing in great peril his Worldlyrinterests; for at
that time, and for many years afterwards,‘dissenters'were

bitterly opposed and held in great contempt. = To such an

- extent waa this the case that many of my father's friends




(so called) and customers, aftser personally remonstrating
with him to no effeét,.drew up and signed a Yround robin"
threatening him with the loss of their friendship and‘custom
unless he would abandon the meeting house and rebturn to his
"proper" position in the established church, . It was a hard
alternative, for he knew thai unless he complied with their
wishes his business would greatly suffer; and as his

family was increasing he could ill afford to make so great .a

sacrifice. Horeover, his own mother who was then residing

‘with him was a very determined enemy to all "methodism®™ or

dissent in any form, and even my dear mother herself could
not for some time make up her mind to approve of his forsaking
the chﬁrch. We of the present day have 1lititle conception
of the extent of the bigotry at that time existing, or the
length to which men's prejudices carried them. My poor
father was not merely shunned, bﬁt was mosy bitterly opprosed
and held up'to contempt by his 0ld acguaintance. They some
of them were in the habit of waylaying him sas he went to
chapel, following him with sneers and groans. songs were
also sung about the streets in which he was held up to 4
ridicule and nicknamed "Joey Whimsey®, Meanwhile his family
was ihcreasing and his means of supporting them rapidly
diminishing. His health also was suffering from frequent

attacks of epilepsy, and at one time he was laid up with a
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brokén}thigh, occasioned by a horss he wés riding at a
funeral, rearing up and falling upon hin, No wonder that
21l these circgmstances, operatingvon a mind peculiarly |
sensitive and prone to despondency, should produce intense
anxiety, and culminate in a disordered state of the nervous
system whidh at times to a great extent incapacitated him for
proper atitention to business. Few men ever suffersd more
than he from nervous dejection which at times, as I well
Trecollect was a cause of great anxiety to his family and
friends, and rendered it necessary to have some one always
with him to watch over and avert from him very serious
conssequences. But although he waé sometimes on the very
verge of despair, he continued steadfast to his religious
princivles and convictions in which happily he was lovingly |
sustained by my dear mother who after a brief struggle with 

previous prejudices, was by the grace of God led to similar

convictions and was now willing to brave all, and to givé up

all for the sake of those principles. She was soon led to
unite with him and with the religious society of which he

had become a member, and thus sustained, he held on firmly

and congistently, and at length triumphantly in his Christian

course. In time his enemies one by one became reconciled,
and not a few amohg them gave up their prejudices, and became

alsoc members, some of thém (notably his nephew Mx G.0Osborn)
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very efficlient and consistent members, of the religibus
Society with which he was united énd vhich they had for years
so bitterliy oppésed. I may also mention that by the good
rrovidence of God, and under the able treatment of his
physician (Dr Lettsom) he was entirely cured (I believe up

to that time an almost unprecedented. fact) of his epileptic
fits, and the evening of his days was serene and unclouded,
and his end was emphatically peaceful and happy, and his
menory very fragrant. For he sustained through the whole

of his life an uprightness and consistency which compslled

~even those who had been his most bitter ovponents to resnect

his character, and some of them, as I have said, to follow

his example.

Sstill, for many years, it was a hard struggle.
Such is a brief and most inadequate outline of my dear

father's life and experience, Eleven children were given

to him of whom six survived him, and two only are now living

myself and my sister Betsy. I was the thiyrd surviving son

and was bhorn on the‘SSrd July 1798. Hy first recollectiqns
go back to the time when aﬁ the age of threé or four years

I was sent to a dame's school kept by one Sukey Cawson,

and I'have-a distinct remembrance of’makihg ny appearance
there one day with a blue paper on which was printed "Peace

and Plenty®, This was in 1802 at the short peace of Amiens.
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Many recollections more or less distinet, are floating often

in my mindkof events and incidénts in my 1ife at this early
period — notably, the death of my old grandmother at the v
age of 84, and the birth of my little sister Susan, vhich
event was probably the cause of my being sent to Sukey
CawsOn;s school to be out of the way., Then how well I

remember my first jacket and trowsers which were made of

"nankeen” and ornamented (!) with globular brass buttons:

extending‘ﬁo the shouider. . My thoughts also often revert

to the seat I occupied on my 1little stonl close by my mother
in the chimney corner in the snug old pariour, and studying
the’Dutch tiles whicﬁ surroﬁnded the pariour grate and
containing pictures-in blue on a white ground of scrinture
events, to wit, our Saviour at the vell With the woman of
Semaria - the angel with a drawn sword forbidding Balaam

and his ags to go that way, and,severai other representations

of a like character. It was about this time that I was

‘attacked with scarlet fever and was laid up in my 1little crib

close to ny dear mother's bed, the curtains of which were a

oreat source of admiration and delight to me. ;Tney’were’
made of printed calico, and represented little men and .
women, some of them playing at "bilind man's buff®, and'one.
young lady on aAswing suspended from a tree with anotﬁef to
assist by pushing heﬁ behind. They were wonderful ﬁictures

to my childish eyes. I often wish that I now knew where -
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they are to be found. It was about this time also, not long
before my grandmother's death, that I met with a veryv painful

and serious accident. The servant had been preparing

some toast Ffor the old lady's breakfast and had taken off

the crust and left it on a plate on the dresser. She had}

also Jjust taken the coffee pot off the'fire, and placed that

-on the dresser very near to the toast crusts. By standing

on tiptoe or on a 1ittle stool I could Just manage to reach
the latter, and in ﬁryihv to do s0 I upset the coffee potb

| and received its boiling contents on my poor naked bosom.
I was fearfully scalded and the marks of the large scar
remain very conspicuous to the pressnt day.

After this time and when I was about six‘or 3sven
vears 01d, I used to sleep in the garret with my faﬁher‘s
apprentice George Arrowsmith, and well do I recollect his
telling me one morning why the church bells were ringing.
It was because of the news received the night before of the

great naval victory off Trafalgar in which Nelson lost his

life. I dontt think I nad then heard much of the exploits.'

and fame of this great hero, bhut I fully understood ithat hils
death was felt to be a fearful calamity, and from that time
I felt great intersst in the wonderful incidents of his
briliiant career,
My school education had by this tima’fairly

commenced, for I had been removed when about six vears old,
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to a school Xept by my uncle William in Marsh End, a little
below Sukey Cawson's, Unele William was my father's eldest

brother, and on my grandfather's death had succeeded to his

business and inherited a large snaye of his prdperty. His

extravagant habits~énd neglect of business howevér soon
reduced him to poverty, and in order to obtain a living he
opened a dayschool for boya, while hiskwife;(who vas my
mother's sister) kept school in another rcom Tor girlé.

It shews hoﬁ very'slendér were the means of aﬁucation at

that period, that several of my aunt's pupils came every.

morning from Sherrington (two mileg away) returning in the

evening, = My unclse's habits weres very eccentric. For

months together he would Temain shut wp in the house and was
not to be seen out of doors. This seclusion was followed .

by the oppogite extreme, and hé would be raﬁbling all over

the heighbourhood,,and was often brought home in a state offh‘
intoxication. To preventfthié; on one occasion whieh I we11‘ 

recollect, after every other effort had failed, his nephew

‘Dr Rogers, put'an effectual stop 10 his wanderings by producf

ing blisters on hig feet — so that he had to be carried in

a chair to attend to his éuties in the schoolroom, all which
I reﬁamber ha ﬁsed to'bearfvery patiently and sometimes very
marrily, as though he thought it a capital joke, as indeed

it was. He had himself received a good education and was




at least quite competent to teach not merely the three Rs

but several of the higher branches of education had his
pupils or their friends required that more should be taught.
This howevervwés not the case. = He taught me to read and
write, and made me acquainted with the first thres or four
Tules in Arithmetic and that was all. I may here mention
that in one of hils eccentric moods he sent me home ons day
shorn of the long curls which used to overapread my shouldemns
and in whienh ny old nurée Sally Jovee took so much pride.

Poor dear 0ld girl! I fear she went down to her grave

_without ever having forgiven this Ybarbarous" outrage omn

her pet 1little Samson. My father had two other brothers —
Georgé,who Kept the "Neptune® Inn at Newport,'and_Thomas
who had a little grocery shop and also carried on the

business of a cooper at Sherrington. My mother had also

-two brothers, John Rogers who had a good farm at Sherrington,

and Thomas who was a doctor at Newport. One of my father's
sisters married Mr Osborn a woolstapler, and another married
Mr Jefferson a feltmonger, both of Newport. One of my

mother's sisters became the wife, as above mentioned, of my

" uncle William, and another married a farmer at Sherrington

named Griggs. And this is about ail I know of these family
matfars. To return now to my personal history, I think

it was in the year 1808, and when I was ten years old. that
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George and I were sent to school at Market Harborough where
my brother Joseph had preceded us, and still remained for
another year, after which he was apprenticed to Lawton and
Bryan, drapers at Leicester with whom in due time he bscame
a partner. The school was conducted by the Rev. G.Gill

~ and Mr Fox. They lived in sé_arate houses, the school being
:bn the premises occupied by Mr Gill whefe the chapel now
étands,.Mr Fox living higher up on the Lieicester road.

Joseph boarded at Mr Gill's and Georze and I at Mr Fox's.

I think there werse in all zbouit ithirty boarders and perhapé
twenty day scholars. . There was a small playground attached
to each house, bub we were also allowed to play within
certain bounds in the streetb. My Gillfhad nothiﬁg to do
with teaching except to the Latin class (to which I belonged)
and the cabechism which he baught us on every Saturday
afternooh - to the church boys’ the church catechism and to.
the sons of Dissenters the Assembly's catechism. He was an
exceedingly kind hearted man, bubt now and then the good man
lost his temper, ahd then woe be to the boy who came within
the Teach of his knuckles! | |

Our tasks were by no means severe, and much of our

time in school hours was idled away.  Nor was the discipline -

remarkably strict; M1 Fox would now and then give us &

sharp box on the ear, or what we called a ®"custard", which

.

e R P o S et o R L, b e iy P L e Fagrais,

st



11,

consisted in making us hold out our hand to receive a sharp
blow with his cane. There was but one "birching" all the

time that I was there, and as I was the unfortunate
individual on-whom thhs degrading punishment was inflicted

a fact which I should pyobebly have 1eft unmentioned could I
not with a good conscience declare that I did not deserve it.
The boy who-wasAentiﬁled to this distinction was Burgess of
Leicester a fellow much bigger and older than myself and a
regular bully among us little onses. He had been téazing me
all the morning, and when i became irritated and attempted

to retaliate by Kicking his shins, he tripped ms up and

'xj . threw me on the ground. Evans the usher instead of pulling

\ | Burgess off or telling him to let me alone, laid hold upon
me, and‘just'as I was struggling to get free from them both,
Mr Fox came intc the school, By this time I was certainly

S din a great'passion,'and wnen he saw me kiexing and struggling
he at once coficluded that I was bthe delinguent. I felt the
injustice of this and probably said so. At 2ll events he |
tconsidered himself éomehow insuited, and to vindicate his
anthority sent Bvans to cubt some twigs from a poplér and with
a rod thus formed inflicted upon ma the degrading and |
undeserved punisiment while Burgess the real offender
escaped scot free, I am afraid I neVer thoroughly forgave
either the master, the usher or my;schoolfellcw.

On the whole however we boys led a happy 1life while
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at school, but the education we received did not amount to
much being mostly confined to the three Rs with which‘l was
previously prebly well acaouainted, and the latter orf %hioh
was never I think carried further than "vulgar fractionsd—
And I was taken aﬁay at the end of four vears withoub having'
even heard of such a science aslAlgebra oxr Geomstyry o1 the |
mathematics, and with very little knowledge of-either History
or Geography., It is true that now and then we read in
class sométhing'of Bnglish history and that perhaps two or
three times in the course of the half year the Globes were
brought out and we were told something aboutb the "poles®

and the "equator" and all that, but the teaching on these
subjscts was very vague and superficial and scarcely
sufficiént to Juétify the charge made in the Christmas

bills for ﬁhe "Use of the maps and globes®. In 1812 I
left school énd for a few months was emploved in my father's
shop, and afterwards for 2 years or so at Sioﬁey,stratfqrd
with my father's old friend Mr George‘Wallis.l Having thus
picked up some little knowledge of the rétail diapery
business I was in 1814 apprenticed for five years to Hrs
Palmer at Hitchan, But before my: time had expired, Mrs
Palmer being about to receive her son into partnership, ’

my indentures were canceiled and I found employment with My

Gilbertson of Hertford to whom Mrs Palmer gave me very

-
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flattering recommendations, While at Hartford I read a
good deal about Americs, especially a very interesting book
written by Mr Birkbeck, and it soon became a fixed idea in
my mind that if I ever héd it in my power I would certainly
look about me there before settling down to any business in
England. It was my father's wish hdwever tha£ I should
return home and endeavour to helpvhim in éarrying on his
1ittle business at Newport. So in 1818 I dnoe more had my
place behind his counter. Meanwhile Mr AyefS‘had come to
Newport and we soon became very intimate; and in our walks
and talks America beceme a favorite topic with us; and I
became more and.moré impatient and dissatisfied with the
narrow sphere in which I was then working. I saw no
prospect of accomplishing much at Newport, and it was soon
egreed on all hands that it was‘every way desirable.that the
0ld shop should be cloéed and.mf dear fathsr be released
from the anxiefies of business. So ean arrangement wasv
~ made by which his 1little stock of goods was purchased at a
véluation to be made by Mr Wallis on the one sids and M¥pr
Lovell of Olney on the other, and divided between the two
other drapérs Mr Kilpin and Mr Redden.

This being accomwplished, I felt myself at full
liberty to carry out my favorite plan of going to America.

My Ayers had in the meantime made enquiries on the subject
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among his friends in London, and said to me one day, "Well
¥illiam, if you have made up ybur mind to go, you had better
take some Lace with you, for I am told there is a good demand
foxr it_ there, ‘and if you 1like I will sell you a little lot

to start with, the profits on which may meet all the expenses

of the voyage," *rora that time I began to make preparations

for a start. And my dear father and mother not only gave
their assent to my project, but the former lent me £100 so
that I could pay My Ayers for one half of the goods in cash.
My brother Joseph also lent me £20 which together with what

I had saved out of my small earnings while at Hertford,

would I thought suffice to carry me to New York and land ms
with a few pounds.iﬁ my pocket when I arrived there. |

o towards the latter end of March 1819 (I think
on the 26th) I said "good bye" to the dear friends at Newport,
and left by coach to Leicsster en route for Liverpool. My‘
dear mother, anxious to have a last peep at her wandering

pboy, walked over North Bridge and waved a farewell kiss as

‘the coach rattled past her. = The following day I went to

Liverpool where I received a very kind welcome from a friend
and o0ld schoolfellow of Mr Ayers, (Mr Watkin) who carried on
the business of a shipmaker in "Commutation Row" very nearly

opposite to where St George's Hall nowvstands. And during

rthé remainder of the week, his house became my home. The
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next day I was running about the doekxs in search of a ship,
and at length took a stecrage passage in the good ship
"Rpuphrates?® Capin Stoddart. Here I firat met with George
Gurnett, of whom I'shall have much to say. We were both
leaving England for the first time, to sesk our foritunes
in the New World. Gurnett hailed from Horsham in Sussex.
He was a few years older than myself and had been in
business as a currier, but not having been successful was on
his way to Canada where he had a vrother living at Ancaster,
a small town, not far frdm Hamilton, We soon agreed to
© ®ehumt together; and having fixed on our berth, sallied out
" to purchase our little stock of provisions for the voyage;
and having stowed them on board the Euphrates, spent the day
in rambling about Liverpool. The ship was advertised to
sail, "wind and weather permitting® on Saturday the 3ist
Marech on which day we went on boérd, but the wind being
unfavorable we anchored in the Mersey. The following day,
‘being assured by Captn Stoddart that our departure must be
poétponed till the morrow, and being anxious not only to
eséape from our uncomfortable steérage quarters, but also
to go to some placs of worship, we went ashore again, and in
the afternoon crossed over to the Cheshire side. At night

there being no change in the wind we went to a fisherman's

cottage close by the shore and very near to the ship, and
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went to bed, the fisherman engaging to put us on board
early in the morning if the wind snouid changa. |

Monday morning April 2nd, 1819 at 4 o'clock we were
Tousaed from oﬁr slumbers - the wind had chOpned round
d.urino the night, the mornlng was very beautlful and our
fisherman soon rowed us to the'ship. Anchor was weighed,
the sailsvspread and we had soon passed the Reock Lighthouse,
and were fairly afloat with a favorable breeze which
continued with us the whole of thae voyage.

With the exception of my friend Gurnett and one or
two others I found myself among a rather rough lot of fellow
| passengers, and often regretted that I had ventured on going
in the stesrage, Nevertheless it was comforting to know
that the ten or a dozen pounds so saved wéuld be of no small
gservice to me on my arrival in New quk; so I tried to put
up:as well as I could with things as they were. - There was
ét least one other decent and respectable man among the |
steerage‘passengers; His name was Borkstaver, é native of
Montgomery in the State of New York, not far from Newburgh
on the Hudson. He had been to England to endeavour to
| establish his claim to some property there and was returning
unsuccessful. One of the_ggg;g_passengeré Mr Alex: Hewitt
geveral times came among us on the forward dsck and talked

with me and Gurnett, and before our arrival in New York gave

me his address 132 Water St and told me if I called on him - .
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he would do what he could te forward my views, My Hewitt
was agent in New York for Mr Ralph Orrell of Stockport for
the sale of his Sewing Cotton. Ws had fine weather, a
smooth sea and févorable wind during the whole of the voyage
Which was accomplished in twenty days, the shortest passage
I believe that up to that time had ever been made by a
merchant veései. We lay to for an hour or two on the

Banks of Newfoundland and caught some fine cod fish, and saw
several whales, O0n Sunday the 22nd April we passed Sandy
Hook and céme to an anchor in the bay. The'captain was
kind enougﬁ to put me and Gurnett ashore on Staten Island,
and in the gvening we want in a small ferry boat from
Stepleton to New York. The ferry boat was sailed by Mr
Vanderbilt, who afterwards became one of the wealthiest men
in America. We landed at the Battery and tock up our
guarters at Mr Jesserp's No 8 FfontVStreet, a boarding

hogse which was recommended to us by Mr Bockstaver.

Next day I called on Mr Hewitt who gave me
permission to take my goods to his warehouse, and afterwards .
introduced mé to several of his friends who then and during

many subsequent years became good customers to me. Mean—
while I became acquainted with a young Englishman named
Hollis, the nephew of Mr G.Barnes a Lace manufacturer of

Northampton with whom my father was well acquainted. Hollis
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was a well educated young man, but having been broﬁght hre)
with a view to entering the army knew nothing of business.
He had recently arrived in New York with a view to travel
~in the Stataé;v and had brought with him several hundred
pounds' worth of Lace, which he had purchased~from Baimnmes
who was his fathez s executor, These he placed in my hands
for sale on commission. This addition to my stock was of
groat assistance iﬁ enabling me tO‘dispose‘of'my own £oods
so that in a few weeks all were sold at a very good profit.
£11 looked very promising and I wrote home in

. great glee. But a sad revserse was ﬁear at hand which I
cannot explain better than by copying the fbllowing letter
to my brother Joseph dated June 231d 1819 and which having
peen found among his papers when he died came into the hands
of Mrs Matheson and by herwas shewn to me since I commenced
writing this narrative., I 1little thought when venning
this letter sixty three years ago that it woﬁld‘come to

light again and be used for such a purpose after so long
| an interval. It was writtenlon poard a schooner in which I
‘was sailing from Boston to New York, and is dated "Off Cave
Cod" June 23rd 1819, |

")y dear Joseph
Before this reaches you I hope you will have

received 95 Guineas which I sent by Mr Hollis (nephew to Mr

it i i ciacininna)
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Barnes of Northampton) who sailed from Boston in the Ship
*Triton" on Monday. I preferred this mode of remittance to
a Bill of Exchange as a good ome cannot be procured for less

-

than 2 per cent, payable at 60 days sight. I know not how

te enter upon an explanation of the circumstances which

induced me to make this remittance to you. It is an

unfortunate talé, and one which I am sure will awaken your

tenderest sympathies, but I hope it will afford some relief

to my own mind to unburden its sorrows to one whose prudence
and affection I shall not appeal to in vain.

on! my brother - if ever I needed your pity, your
sympathy, your advice, and your assistance it is under ny
presentvcircumstances." But I will keep you no longer in
suspense. I have sent you g1l the mbney ﬁhat I possessed,
retaiﬁing only a few doilars.upon which to support myself
until I can hear from you providéd I am unable to procure
emp;oyment. I did possess more, but I have been robbed of
it. But a short time ago, and I was rejoicing in my good
success and reflecting with no small degree of satisfaction

on the pleasure my friends would feel when they became

-acquainted with my good fortune. I was happy in the thought

that while thousands may be ruining themselves by trafficking
on a large scale to this country, I had obtained such a profib

upon my goods as would enable me to remit to more than
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their amoﬁnt and encoursge 'me to send for a fresh supply.
It was my intention, as soon as circumstances would admit,
to visit my native land. I already snticipated the joyful
welcome, and the heartfelt congratulations of my friends,
and upon this subjéct my mind dwelt withkan enthusiastic
" delight ﬁnknown to those who have not been similarly situated.
These fond expectations, these pleasing hopes,‘and_all my |
Plans and my intentions have been blasted and frustrated by
the villainy-of a man‘calling himseif‘my friend! - He had
all the appearance of a man of respectability. He had been
Ceptain of an American vessel and was'endeavouring'to obtain
anothér. He had beanvbcarding many weeks at the house to
which I was fecommended,.and I felt satisfied in having my
bed in-tha same room with one who appeared to be well known
and somewhat respected. I had been receiving a considerable
sum of money, and being obliged to go out again the same
evening was:fearful of carryingAso much about with ﬁe and
therefore deposited it in my box intending in the morning
to place it in the Bank till I wanted to make a remittance.
captn. Erwin was in the room; he saw me-put myv
money in the boi, but little did I suspect that he was
meditating my ruin. I returned in the evening and soon
went to bed but having an engagement early next morning, I

was up early, and sold a parcel of goods before breakfast.
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On my return, what was my astonishment and dismay
on finding my box forced open and the monsy I had placed
in it (amounting to seven hundred dollars) no longer thers!
Captn. Erwin did not come in to breskfast - he was not to
.be found, and suspicion immediately fell on him., I went
and gave information at the Police O0ffice, a warrant was
issued for his apprehension, He was consequahtly taken into
custody and examined, but the money was not found upon him,
and although there existed in the minds of every one the |
strongest conviection that he was the thief, thers was nothing
in the evidence which would justify the magistrate in |
committing him. No hope now remains’that I shall ever
recover bthis money; consequently my hopes are withered, my
prospects blighted, ny plans frustrated, énd I em a prey to
the most melanéholy, butb unavéiling regrots. I thought‘l
had more fortitude, that I was in some‘meaSura prepared for
the vicissitudes of life, and that I could bear ﬁith.more |
composure my share of those troubles and misfortunes to which
all are liable and from which but very few are eniirely A
exempt. I do possess some fortitude. I think I am thus
prepared. Let misfortunes surround and assail me were I
alone to suffef by them, I think I could encounter them
with a smile. LoSs of property were it my own should not

affect me; I would try to part with it without a sigh -

e S e g ~MM.../'



22.

but it is an aggravation of my present sorrow, that others
must partake of it, and my loss is felt most severely when
I reflect that others must suffer by it. But I check
myself. Thank Godl my health is still preserved to me
and may but Providence continue to mé this blessing, my
hands shall not soon tire, my exertions shall not abate,
economy and perseverance shall not be wanting, but every
effort shall be employed for them, and I shall not consider
my time as my‘ own until I have it in my power ito diseharge
the debt I have unavoidably contracted, and t‘o reflect with
satisfaction that no one has suffered loss by the confidence
they reposed in me. But in the meantime much care and

prudence and management will be necessary to conceal from my

father and mother a circumstance which I am sure would

occasgion them great uneasiness. For this purpose I make

the remittance to you, and I wish you to do with it what you
may conceive to be most prudent, only premising that if ny

father and mother could be kept ignorant of my misfortune, |

it would prevent their feeling that anxiety which a knowledge

of the circumstence would certainly occasion and my own
distress would be very much alleviated. ‘
You are aware how I am situated. My father '

advanced me £100 which our friend Ayers received in part

payment for the goods I purchased of him which amounted to

£200. I therefore owe my father £100, Mr Ayers £100 and

e e 8 o S o BB ...J
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yourself £20. What I have sent you will be barely
sufficient to pay either my father of Mr A.. I have for
some time had reason to consider the latter my friend and

I am persuaded his friendship is of that nature which cannot
be changed or impaired by‘my misfortunss. He feels too I

am sure that regard for my father'!s welfare, and that

‘knowledge of his usual weak and nervous state as would

induce him to suffer some inconvenience when he found his

interest was opposed to my fathsr's comfort. He would

v therefore I havs 1ittle doudt willingly wait till I was able

to pay what I ows him.. But I see no reasonable prospect of

doing this for some time to come unless’l can’have,more goods
selit out to ne. I have formed a pretty business connection
in New York, Philadslphia and other places who all promiss
to afford ﬁe every encouragement in their power, and to

whom I could sell a considerable quantity of Lace if I

could have it sent to me charged low, provided I could

‘receive them by the latter end of September or the beginning

of October. If charged low I could obtain a profit upon
them of from 15 to 20 per cent independant of the uties.
If Ayers thinks it prudent as things are to furnish me with
more goods, you can pay him the 95 Guineas, but he will not,
as in the former instance have any part of those he may .-

think proper to ssnd, paid for in advance. But I have no
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doubt ; could very soon dispose of them, and save something
by them towards paying my father and youﬁself. I have met
with a few good friends in New York and I hope from one of
them to obtain a cémmission by which to support myself
ti11 I can hear from-you. My main anxiety is that my
father should know nothing of the circumstance, and if it
were possible (which I conceivé it may be) it.would be a
most desirable thing to conceal it also from otheis,  If
this could be done, it-would_be, I can assure you, no smalli
relief to me. True, evaryone is lisble to misfortunes

of this nature, and we know they frequently oceur. My

friends i am sure would be ready to pity and assist me, but

T we know_too that the world is censorious, and there are no

doubt those who would take advantage of this misfortune to
throw out insinuations which‘if listened to wunuld be, or
rather might be injurious to my'éharagtar. There are such
pénple'in tﬁe world, and I knoﬁ how to despise thsm, but I
shoﬁld not wish to be placed in their power._' I don't‘know
that by saying more I could give you a better knowledge of

my situation. One thing I forgot. My father must know

‘that I have éent a remittance or he will feel uneasy under

the idea that it is not in my power. But if Ayers agrees
to send me more goods, would it not be meritorious, or rather

a xind of pious cheat to deceive him as to the amount Qf the

' : - i
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remittance? I shall now write to him and also to Mr Ayers.
Perhaps it would be well to forward this letter to the
latter accompanied with such remarks as you may think proper.

I am sure you will do all in your power for me. I there~

fore leave the matter entirely to your management and remain |

'"my dear Joseph
Your affectionate but unfortunate Brother.
P,.3. I am now on my way by the packst from Boston to New
York. I have been at the former place selling goods for

Mr Hollis who pavs expenses,t

It is my wish in writing this 1ittle narrative to
confines myself as much as possible to a simple statement of
facts, and to leavs them without note or comment, to speak
for themselves, but I cannot bring te a close this first

chapter of my American life without some recognition of that

"Providence which shapes our lives, rough hew them as we may,

For, looking back to the above record in the light of
subsequent events one cannot help giving expression to ﬁhe
econviction that 5it is not in man who walketh to direct his
steps.® Whatever might have been my wishes, my destiny
ﬁas not under my control. I had to remain for a time in
America whether I wished it or not, for I had not the means
for retﬁrning to England. My firsﬁ object on reaching

New York on pvarting with Mr Hollis, was to obtain employment




of some kind or other by which I might earn enough to cover
ﬁy erpenses until I counld hear from home; but evervihing at
that time seemed to be going against me. It was just the
vorat season of the vear for business and day aftbter day
passed in fruitless efforts}to obtain something +to do.
¥Meanwhile the very small amount of money I had brought from
Boston was fast diminishing and I was in a state of mind
well nigh borderiﬁg on despair. To remain in the city
vandering apbout in enforcsd idleness hecame in,dlerable.
I pust get away from it, and so at iength I mades up my mind
to go into the ccuntry,. I might possibly find work in the
hayfield — at all events I could rough 1t thers hether |
than in the city and so iaduee 6y 8XpPeNses and if possiblé
"roke both ends mest.?

It was phen fhe 1qt+ev end of Juns and I could not
hope for an answer to my letters hefore qu*BMbn*, foxr at
thaé time ﬁhe mails came hy sailing vessels (steanmships
being unknowﬁ) at long inter#als, It then occocurred ﬁo na
that pérhaps Booksbtaver my fellow passenger, might bhe of
service in thaining some employment for me on a fafm or in
a country store. At all events I must geb aﬁay from New
York or I should go crazy. So I ﬁut up & change or twovﬁf
under clothing, ahd off T sst, trudging along until I reached

nis home at Montgomery, not far from Newburgh on the Hudson,
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and about seventv miles frorm NWew York, I there received a

very kind welcome, bubl soon found that to obhtain work of any

Kind there was qgulte out of the cuestion. I was bewlldered

and beyond measure distressst I could not work, to beg I

wag ashamed, Meanynile my h=28lith continued good, and I had
found so 1ittle difficuity in my iong walk to Hontgomsry,

and that by living very abstemiousiy I could gel along at

.

such very little expense, thalt afler consuiting with friend

A

Booksgtavey and obtaining from him a ticulars respecting

Ll

L1 par
the route ete I determined on walking on to Sarkitts Harbour,

(about 300 miles) and thence to find my way o Ancaster in

Unner Canada, where I feli sure of a weam reception from my

friend Curnebt. Se off I set again with my 1ittle bundle

of clothes and a2 stieck in my hand, determinsd to see what I
could of the country, and to make my few dollars hold out
A

for the next two months. The weather was hol but by

gtarting cach day very early I did not suffer much from this

My plan was, to walk & few miles each day hefore
breakfast, thaﬁ to look outvfor some faim house where I
couid obtain a basin of milk; aftsr whicl ssekxing for a
conl vlacs in thé woods, I would rest as well as the
mosaquitoas would lst me, t1il11 ths afternoon, and then

pursuing my way, stopping now and then at a farm house to

L3
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refrésh myself with a wash and a bowl of milk and in the
evening to obtain a cheab bed, And so I went on from day

to day‘walking'on an average about twenty miles, and passing
through Albany, Schenectady, Johnstoﬁn, Utica, Rome etc

until I arrived, rather footsore but in good health, at
Sacketts' Harbour.  Thence I crosgssed Lake Ontario to Toronto
(then.called Little York) and walked from there to Anéaster
Wheré I found m? friend Gurnett af his brotheris, and spenti
a:few days there very pleasantly. ‘Gurnetﬁ was aboub tql
proceed to Richmond in Virginia, and as he was nearly as
poor as myself and also a good walker and not afraid of rough
living, we soon agreed to trudge on togother as far as New
York, Some friends héd obbtained émployment for him at
Richmond as a joﬁrneymaﬂ currier. so off wé trudged
together with very little money in our pockets, but in good
health, and though I of course was full of anxiety as to

what I might hear from home énd what was to be my future 1ot
‘'we were on the whole in pretty good spirits, and.“readyAfor
Tany thing.* . Our first point was Niagara not that it was
in'our direct way to New York, but a difference of 50 or 60
miles was not of much account to us as we had plenty of time
before ué, and we_ggg;é not be within that distance of
Niagara Falls and not strain é point to see them. Arrivéd
there, we soon found sone cheap lodgings, and as to our

meals, we adopted much the same plan as that which I had

il Tt ;;...»,.:»a,:—i"
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pursued in my long previous rambles ~ that is, we looked out
for some cottage or farm house where we could obtain milk
and bread which served us for breakfast and all our other
meals. We spent several days there greatly enjoying the
gight of this giandesﬁ of all natural wonders, and after
looking at them with ever increasing delight and from every
point of view, going behind the great Fall; crossing over to
Goatb Island, and thence to the Whirlpool a few miles below -
and moreover seeing all we could of the Grand Rapids, vwe

set forward on our long tramp. At a very clean little
cottage very near to the Falls we obtained some milk}fbr our
breakfast, and while we were partaking of it the good woman
of the house soon got into conversation with ﬁso Her
husband was gone to the mill with a load of wheat but was %o
bs at home to breakfast. In the course of our conversation
she learned that Guinett was on his way to Richmond and
would be passing through Philadebphia. The good folks had
a son living there and Gurnett promised to call on him,and
thus found free access to the mother's heart. While thus
engaged in talking to her, thé husband made his appearances,
and being told what had passed hs very kindly insisted on
our tahing breakfast with them, an invitation which you may-
be sure we very gladly accsepted. But before we sat down

with them to breakfast the family Bible was brought in and
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we all knelt down to family worship. I think I shall never
forget the good man's prayer for us and for our friends in
England., This was the fipst time since leaving home that I

had enjoved this privilege of family worship and it was

indeed a privilege, and I think it helped us on our way.

After saying "good byé“ $o this kindhearted Christian famiiy
we rambled all day afound the "rapids“ and the "falls" with
hearts very full ofilongings after the dear friends far away
who had been brought so very near to us in this good man'é
cottage, - Gurnett was a good singer and it so happened thatb
we were both acquainted with a tune adapbed to words with
which We wers bbth familiar, Sd’seating ourselves among
the rocks we sang Cowper's words supposed to be written by.
Robinson‘Cru56e My friends , do they now and then send

A wish and a thought after me" etc. From Nisgara we went

. to Buffalo then only a small scattered v;llage. The English,

during the recent war and in revenge for the destruction of

Ohipbewa and other Canadian settlaments,'qrossed over and
set fire to this place, but it had been repbuilt and was now
a thriving village and has since become a large and important

city.

From Buffalo we made our way to Albany, Passing,

the beautiful lakes of Cayuga, Geneva and the Genesses Falls

now become the large and important city of Rochester. From




Albany we passed down the fudson river in a small sloop to
New York, arriving there early in September. The yellow
fever had besn prevalent there duriﬁg July.and August but
had abated, although it still lingered in some of the lower
parts of the city_which were fenced off from the healthier -

portion. Ve went to our old quarters in Front Street near

to the Battery. ~ In a few days Gurnett left me for Richmond,

and although for some time we kepi up a correspondence we
never met again till 1858, Several letters passed bhetween
us while he was at Richmond but after a few years hé
- returned to Canada, and I.came to reside in England. A few
leﬁters reached me there in which hé informed me that he was
residing at Toronto and had established a newspaper thers;
after which I -heard but 1little from him until in 1848 he
wrote to inform me that he had been elected Mayor of the city,

and (singularly enough) when this letter reached me I was
lHayor of Nottingham!

o This is a digression. I will now proceed with

my narrative.  Very soon’after_my return to New York from
my long ramble, a ship arrived bringing me letters from
home, full of loving sympathy from my brother and Mr Ayers,
and also from the latter an invoice of goods which he had
sent me by the same vessel. I had had many fears as to the

'Way in which the sad story of my robbery would be received.

A bt o




Hight not my English friends have some doubts as to the facts
of the case, and perhaps suspect me of gambling or of
having ®*wasted my substance in riotous living"? Thesse
fears were now set at rest, and ol course vaas greatly:
rejoiced at the confidence in me, and éhcouraged by the
generous aid arfforded. It was élso a very greab relief
to me to find that my déar father and mother had Xnown
nothing of‘my misfortunas - nor (I may add) did they know
anything about them until they heard the story from my 6wn
lips by their own firesidse on my rehurn home in Jénuary'lszl
when with a glad and grateful heart I could tell, not only
of my early nisfortunes pbub also of ﬁy subsequant success.
How eagerly did they listen to the story, and with what
- grateful hearts and streaming eyes did they pour out their
fervent thanks to Him by whose merciful providence I had .
been sustained in the day of troﬁble énd w¥ho had crowned ny
subsequent efforts with so much success! . For I had returned
- with ample means for the discharge of all my pecuniarY
indebtedness. I wish to emphasize this word pecuniary®
to distinguish that from the debt of love and gratitude
which can never be fully repaid.

Mr Hewitt was kind enough to assist me in paying
the duties and passing my goods at the Cusbom house, and

permitting me, free of expense, to make use of his warehouse
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for exhibiting and selling them. Meanwhile a godd deal of
interest had bheen excited smong those who had purchased from
me before and I fbund them quite disposed to do business
with me again. So that in a very few dayé I had so0ld all
to a geod profit, and at once remitted the monsey to My Ayvers
with such information and instructions as might lead to
further shipménts; I continued to write freqﬁently
enclosing patterns etec and sending such information as I
could pieck up as to the style of gcods required for the
American market.,  Fresh shipments continued to arrive and
were readily disposed of either in New York or Philadelphia
or Boston and no time was lost in remitting thé money to My
Ayvers. After the first shipments had been disposed of

and the money remitted, I started off early one morning for
Philadelphia (walking all_thé way 100 miles) Ayers! friend -
My Bird doing business in Ludgate ﬁill, had given me letters
to an old frieﬁd of his (Joseph Todhunter) who had a dry
goods store in Second Street, and also to John Telfer who
was in a éimilar business in a different part.of Philadelphia'
and afterwards at Washington. They all received me most
kindly and subsequently became‘good customers., In fact,

in all my future Viéits to Philadelphia I was quite at home
with the Todhunters, and the good old gentleman not only

bought all he could of me but he also introduced me to others




who became valuable friends and customers and thus was laid
the foundation of a future fine connection there.

¥y business prospects became at once very cheering.
In the following Spring (1820) I went on again to Boston -
with a view to extending rmy business in that direetion. I
Temained theré two or three weéks at a bhoarding house in
School Street kept by "Aunt Molly" & relative of Col., Ben
Loring, and thére I first met with this dear kindhearted
genlial old gentleman,‘who henéeforth and as long as he 1ivéd
was in every sense of the word my ”friendﬁ. He was then
doing business as a Stationsr and Bookbinder in Stata Street.
He was a bachelor, and one of the best kﬁo@n and most
popular men in Boston, and to nim I am indebted for an
introduction to many families there with whom I maintained

an intimacy so long as they or their children lived. Among

them were the.Youngs — Brigham, Miriam, Cushing, Tileston,

'Tucker, Boylston, Winchester, Binns and many othsers. Mrs
Young was sgister to my friend Loring and the mother of a
fine family among whom was one vouth with whom I became
more especially intimate who afterwards attaingd to some
eminence as an author and fhe pastor of a Unitarian
congregation in Boston. Mr Young was the proprietor (in
connection with Mf Minns)hof a newspaper called the "Boston

Palladium". His daughter, a very charming and intelligent

P O
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young lady became the wife of Mr Walter Parnsworth who in-
partnership with Mr Phipps was in the wholesale dry goods
buginess, and became not only a good customer, hut a most
valuable friend. And thus it was that a most intimate
friendship was formed which has continued through five

generations %o the present day and has never suffered even

a momeniary intérruption. Thelr daughter bscame the wife
of Mr Meredith then residing at Baltimore, where on many a
subsequent visit I found a most hospitabie home at their
house, for they would not permit me to go to an hotel, I
may add also that Mr Meredith was of great service in
introducing ﬁe to many business people in Baltimore. Hany
years éfte? ﬁy first acquaintance with him he and his Wifb
made & short Visit to Nottingham, and returning home by way
of Wew York, having but a few minutes to spare bsfore
taking the train to Boston he Tushed in to my Office as he
pvassed and with a hearty shake of the hand said ¥Cripps I
have been to Nottingham and have seen the Mathesons, and I
don't Dbelieve there is such another family in the worldl®
"Good bye, come and 3ce me as soon asg you can and let me

tell you all about it.* I mention this as characteristic

of this warm hearted and most excellent friend. My dsar

old friend Ben Loring also visited me when I resided at

Newport and thus both he and My and Mrs Meredith bescams well



acquainted with my dear wife and children. Their daughter
(Lizéie) accompanied them. She afbterwards married a Mr
Tappan a nephew of ny excelleﬁt friends Ar?hurvand Leﬁis
Tappan well known for their zezal and sacrifice in the Anti
élavery cause. And on my farewell visit to Boston in 1879

I had the happiness of seeing her firstborn and thus entering
on an intimacy éith the fifth generation of the descendants
of my friends Mr and Mrs Young i;o say nothing of the numerous
branches of the same family with whoss friendship I have
‘been favored. On this visit I was accompanisd by my
davzhter Mary Ann and ﬁy‘grand—daughter Isabel, - Ve spent

a very'happy evening at Mount Pleasant, Roxburgh the
residence of my dear 0ld friends Mr and Mrs Farnsworth.
The’latterv(once Miss Young) had now become a great grand-—
nother!  Her children,vihe Meredibhs and Bakers and her
grandchild>Mrs Tappan were there to meet us, and the latier
on the following morning brought her daughter to see us to the
' Barker House. Mrs Farnsworth being infirm and somewhat
out of health could not join the party down stairs, so I

was privileged to spend an hour or so with her in her,bwn

" room. It was my last dinterview with one who for fifty

nine years had been my iﬁtimate and much loved friend,

This last interview was a very happy one, but I believe some‘

tears were shed on both sides when the time came to say

N




¥ rareowellt, Her dauvghier Mrs Meredith a few wesks after—
wards wrote to me to say that after we had left her mother
had expressed her greal regret that she had allowed me io
leave without recéiving from her some souvenir of our long
and intimate friendship, and said "Never mind, we will
leave it now till Christmas; and then I will send him this
gold chain which I have worn for more than twenty years,‘
and which I am sure he will prize on that account. Bub
before Christmas came, the dear woman had been called

away to a higher life, but the gold chain was sent to me
in accordance with her wish and has ever since been worn
by me, and will I trust be an heirloom bo remind those who
come after me of the kindness of those dear friends to
whom I am so deeply indebted and whom I hold in suéh
affectionate remembrance, To go back now to 18230,

I soon esﬂabiished a good business ccnnectioﬁ in

Boston, and on my return to New York I soon received a
further supply of goods and continued to do so all through
the year, so that I vas rapidly becoming what is called @&
“thriving buginess man.® Late in the fall of 1820 I weni
on to Charleston South Carolina, to extend my business in
ﬁhat direction, and on Christmas day left there in the ship

tLaburnum' on ny return hone.

Ve had a very fine run across the Atlantic but
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unfortunately drifted too far to the north, so that on
arriving on the coast of Irsiand we found ourselves far o
the north of Cape Qlea?, and from that time haad étrong and
baffling winds which rendered it impossible to effect an
entrance to St Geocrgels Chamnnel. So after spending a
fortnight in the vaih aﬁtempthto accomplish’this,-we bore.up
for the North Channel 2nd so in another week made our way
to Liverpnool. _On‘my arrival at Newport Pagnel I had the
hapﬁiness of finding my dear father and mother in good
health, and it was then, that for the first time they became
acquainted witﬁ the circumstances which had detained meg so
long in America. .

They were bthen residing with my three sisters in
the house which I afterwards purchased together with the
adjoining one which in 1828lbecame my own happy home to
which I conducted my dear wife,iﬁ the early part of September
at the close of our delightful honeymoon. I forgot %o
mention in the proper place, that in the interval between
selling one lot of goods and receiving another I was employed
by ¥m. Mitchell at his drygoods shop in Maiden Lane, NewA
York. And thus commenced a friendship which lasted for
more than}forty yvears when the good old gentleman died.

Just before his death he presénted me with the gold headed :

walking stick which I now uss. This with Mrs Farnworith's




golden chain, and the gold mounted spechtacles I now wear
and which once belonged to my dear old friend Ben Loxing
will I trust be preserved by those who come after me, and
prized by them for the sake of those frisnds of my early
life from whom I received them. To raturn frbm this
digression." On my next visit to New Yoxrk I ’smoved'my
gquarters from Pront Street, and boarded with an old Scotch
lady (Mrs Me. Millan) in Maiden Lanse jusit opposite ¥m.
Mitchell's store. Mr Hewit?d also’boardsdfthere. Richd.,
Mortimer, a friend'of his, had then his shop and residence
at the corner of Maiden Dane and Nassau St. and Hewitt and I
vere very intimate with him, He is sgtill 1iving in Hadison
Square, ¥ew York, is very wealthy, and has been a Director
in the "Standard® ?ire Insurance Company from the time of
its formation. He must now (in 1882) be neariy ninsty
yvears of age, as hale an old Yorkshireman as you could wish
to see. My mempry is very defective as to the evenbs |
(gspécially as to dates) of the subsequent few ysars. Bub
I think it was in ;825 that I entered into partnership Wiﬁh
Mz Willoughb&, who had for several years been in the
employment of Mr Hewltt as his book-keeper, I was
frequently.croésing the Atlantic and lsd a very busy life.
We took a small store first in Exchangs St. but afbterwards

upstairs, at the corner of Maiden Lane and ¥William Street
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and Willoughby became the resident partner. ¥hen in America
I paid frequent visits to Beoston and Philadelphia, John -
Pnillips became my travelling'Agent in the former city and
James E.Richardson seold for ms on commigsion in Philadelphia,
and I chanzed my boarding house from Mrs Hc. Millan's to
Mrs Thompson's in Pearl Street near Burling Slip, and
subsequently to Hrg Laidlaw's in Cliiff Street. There I
made the acquainﬁance of her excellent son John Laidlaw

who remained'm§ fiva friend to the close of his life, and
also a Director in the "Stendard". Kf business during
those few vears was rapidly‘increasing. Whilé in England‘

my time was very much divided between Newport Pagnel and

‘Nottingham, The Bobinett trade had just sprung up in the

latter placs, and became henceforth a most impértéht bart"
of our business, ‘ |

My brother Joseph's pariner, Mi Lawton, gave me a
letter of introduction to his friends Messrs Braithwailte |

throughnﬁhcm I was introduced to My Roberts in Plumtre

‘Strest whose "sleeping partner" was a Mr Blatherwick a

friend of the Braithwaites. And so commenced my business |

career in Wottingham. Therse I frequently met with James

J.Robertson then a buyer for the house of Leslie Reid and Go,

and subsequently a partner with Mr Reid under the firm of

Reid, Robertson and Co. Glasgow with whom at a later date

JES—
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(I think from about 1829) and for many years afterwards
I had very large business transactions, for we then added
scotch Eumbroideries to our stock of Lace goods. This took
me frequently to Glasgow, so that between that place and
Nottingham and Newport Pagnel I had a very busy 1life,
and really a large portion of my btime was spent on the |
outside of a’eoaéh between those towns and London which X
also frequently visited, having opened a large aoéount with
Jas. Todd and (o. afterwards Todd and Morrisonl. Hy business
had by this time becoms a somswhat inmportant one. Scarcely
a'Packet Ship left Liverpool without goods fbr:our New York
housa. Mr C.G.Unsworth had become our shipping agent,
My brother George, after many changes from one employment
yto another as a draper's assistant, and afterwvards with a
farmer (Mr Killingworith of Biddenham near Bedford) in none
of which he made any progress, and being once more withoutb
any prospect before him, I induced My Unsworth to take him
into his service as a shipping clerk, and there he remained
until on many accounts it was thought desirable thabt he
should leave Liverpool, So I shipped him off to New York
on the 17th Jan. 1827 in the "Britannic" Cant., Marshall in
the hope that he might succeed betiter in a new eountry and '
free from the undssirable companions with whom he had

associated in Livernool, It was therefors arranged that
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he should assist Mr Willoughby in New York, and make his home

with my friends the Laidlaws in C1iff Street. I went down
to Liverpool to ses him off and on ny veburn to Newport

was met with the sad intelligence of ny dear father's death
which oqcurred on the very day that George sailed from
Liverpool. I had left my dear fathsr on the previous week
when hd went with me to the Saraeeﬂfs Head to ses me off by
the "Unpire® coach. He was then in excellent health and
spirits. I think it was on thé following day that he drove
Mr Arrowasmith to Bedford, There was-a keen East wind

which brought on 2 severe cold and compelled him at once to
go to béd. Every possible care was taken of him by the
good peopnle of the -inn, and good Dr Thacksyray was
indafaﬁigable in his attentions, my dear mother was sent for,
but all was Of ho avail. Pleurisy ensued,'and on the 17th
he breathéd~his last. We learnt, afterwards from my dear
mother that he was in a very happy staite of mind in the
midst of much vodily weakness and suffering, often guoting'
‘a favorite text -"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
nind is stayed on Thee" and then adding "Thou dost keep him
ete", And this was confimed by good Dr Thackeray who

when I afterwards went to Bedford to pay him for his kihd’
and skillful services would receive nothing from me, saying :
"No, i have been mére than repaid bybthe privilege of

witnessing such a deathbedl®

i 2 .
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In the following year on the 6th Aug. 1828 I was
married at Market Harboryough to Elig the eldsst
daughter of Hr Heyzais, Meanwhile I had made great
altsrations in the house next to my dear mother's and to
which I had the happiness of taking my dear bride after a
Joyful honeymoon spent at the Lakes with our head quarters
at Keswlick from which place we made various sxcursions to
Bowness, Ambleside, Rydal VWater, Ulswabter, Patterdale stc
and undsr the zuldance of oid RHubtton making the ascsent of
Skiddaw and the weather being very fina we nad many a
pleasant walxing and boating excursion ﬁo the chief points
of interest in the neighbourhood, We traveliled all ths way
in my own gig whiceh I had fittef uy With & box which filled
up all the space under the seat, and was large enough to
contain 811 the changes of clothing needfnl fo such & journey;
and also with a largs gig umbrella which when needed was
fixed in a socket attached to the seat. Ve went in a post
chaise to Leicestef whither the gig had been{sent a day
before, and afbter taking lunch with my brother at the house
of Miss Grundy whom he married on the'same day in the
following year (1839) we drove to Derby in the afternoon, .

The next day we remained at Matlock at the 014 Bath hotel

and had a few houys delightful ramble through Mr Arkwright's

grounds and the next day made our way through Buxton to



" Manchester whers we received a hearty welcome from ny dear
wife's unele, The following Sunday we speht at a quiet inn
atlchorley, where ve hired another horse Lo teke us on our
journey, for unfortunatelv my OwWn poor horse had fallen in
going down a @ steep hill, and was unfit foxr further travel,
We then drove on by easy shages till passing through Preston,
Bolton, Lancaster and Kendal we reached Ambleside and |
remaining for a day or two at the Salutation Inn armrived atb
the end of the week atbt Keswick, pubt up our horse at an inn
and took private lodgings in a snug littlie house on the
outskirts of the town. I think we remained there about

ten Gays. By the time we reached Chorley on our reburn our
“horse was onee more fit to iravel and broughtrus home very
comfortaﬁly. ’We‘variad our route and passed through
Nottinzgham, from thence we went by coach to Birminghsm where

I had some business, and 1t was on this 3ourney‘thét I chesred
the heart of our f=llow passenger by reveating what I could
remember Of a sermon to which I had listensd when a boy in

“which Mathew Wilkes had illustrated his subject by referring

to the varicus experiences of Rebecca, Jacobh, David, and other

old testament worthies who had at times been greatly troubled
by gloomy apprehensions of calamities which never ococurred,:
and with each of whom he remonstrated by putting the cuvestion

wwhat 4€ it shouldn't?® My children and grandchildrén are
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pretty well acquainted with this 1ittie very pleasant episode
o1 sur journsy, so I need say no more aboub it. Hy dear
mother and sisters received us very joyfully, and had spared
no pains to rendér my new home fit for the reception of it's
new and mest welcome inhabitant. Long afterwsrds L was
told to my zreat delight that my dear rfather on returning
nome from Leicester and spending a few hours with Mr Heygate
and his daughters at Market Harborouch, had said to my
mother "I do wish our Will would come hack (I was ab that
time abssnt in New York) and marry one of thosa girisit

My domestic happiness was now complete, and all
looked brizht and vrosperous, and if I did not‘express the
feeling in so many words, I have no doubit the thought was
ofLen preéent to wy mind, "My mountain stands strong, I shall
never be moved.® In the following vear (1829) on the 12th
June a new source of joy and hapriness was opensd for me
by the birth of a daughter who has iﬁdeed bean a blessing
to me all her life long and with her dear sister? who was
given to us two years later (24th Avg.1831) a kind Providence
has still spared to be the crowning joy and comfort of ny
declining years "To rock the cradle of reposing age, Abttend
ny footsteps Lo ﬁy heavenly home, And gently slope my passage
to the tomb.*® I need riot say that these words are not
original, but that they often occur %o me in my happy old age,

and thét they form a part of some beautiful verses addressed
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by my brother Joseph 4o his mother. Business of rather an
urgent nature had taken me to Birmingham on the day previous
to this happy event, and it was not $ill my retuin on ithe
followingz day that'I welcomed "the 1little stranger? and

that my loving and grateful heart was made glad by Finding
the'dear,mothér in a peaceful sleep with this'new treagure

at

=3

ey sida, But it is my wish to write history, rather
than indulge in'sentiment, so I will now proceed with my
narrative., Our business sesmed o ba going on very
satisfactorily so far as sales and profits were concerned,
ut My Willoughby after a While’became 50 slack in his |

remitiances as to causs me much anxiety

2

nd incouven1¢ace,
and I was at lsngth 30ﬁn671ad Lo 1eave mv heppy bome now 80O
doubly and trehly dear to me, and conbrary o all my DTGVlouSV
'hopes and promises, 4o take my deparuure once nore to America,
with a view to f£ind out the q&use and to place things in
Navr York on a mors satisfactory footing.

On ny arxvival the mystery was soon expiained.

My partner instead of reritting to me as he ought to have i

édone, had withérawn lavge sume from the hbusginess, a portién

of which wag spent in building a vessel for his brether in
aw Capt. Lawrence with which the latter was trading to |

Mobile!  Other large sums My Willoughby had employed for

the purpose of converting a farm belonging io his wife's
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mother into sﬁ:eets and *building lots". A very profitable
affair no doubt, for the farm was sitvated in what is now
the very heart of BrookKlyn. These unwarrantable proceedings
had either escapsed my brother George's notice oy he had not
thought it necessary to write to me as ne ousght tb havs done
on the subject. ‘I of course lost all confidence in ny
vartner, and determihed at once and at all hazaryrds to close
the coparinershin,. Tnis involved a greal deal of trouble
and no listle loss, for Ho carry ny point I had to make
grsat pecuniary sacrifices wather than engage in tedious and
exbtensive legal proceedings and stopping the courss of my
otherwise prosperous business. ¥eanwhile I %ook forcible
vossession of the books and the shtock, and after a shaip
struzgie succesded in coming to a sebilement. I permitied
¥illoughby to escaps too well, but had 1o content myself
}with taking possaesgion of all that was left, and coilecting
the debls and pushing sales so far as I could withbuﬁ making
too mﬁch sacrifiee’in profita, I turned as much as I could
'inté gash and ab onée remitted ernough to cover all present
engagement s, And new it became a wmatter ofrgreat urgency
to find some suitable and trustworthy man of ﬁusiness to
supply Mr Willoughby'!s place. My brother George was
unfortunately entirely inefficient, and he too was on ny

hands. I struggled on as well as I «could, longing oh how

ardently to be once more at home and with my much loved wife
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and child. Meanwhile the businesgs itself was prosperous
and encoursging. In a fev months one of my best cusﬁomers
(kr Comstock) inbroduced me to Yr ¥yebh, a man of high moral

haracter and thorouzh business habiits bui without pecuniary
MEeanse. After diligent enquiry and thoroughly satisfying
myself that, apars from his want of capital, he was the
right man, and having taken advice of my most judicious
friends, I entersd into partnership with him one condition
being that my biother Gsorge should be amplovad at a libsral
salary and that Mr Wyeth should give to him one fourth of
his half of the profits of the business, And having made
'these arrangements*l soon returned home and had thnes

heppiness of finding all well — my dear wife snd child at

Harbvorough, the latter erowing with delight on being placed -

in my ams, and hailing me as “papa, the one word which her
loving mother had taught her. 1In a few days we &ll left .
for Hewpert where my dear mother'and sisters were anxiously
1ooking out for us and wvhom we found in good ﬁealth and_ﬁgl;
rof haﬁpiness and gratitude.  Under Mr Wyeth's management‘}i
our business increased‘rapidly. Hogiery was now added to
our shipments and Mr Sully was engsged to take charge of
that departmsnt in Nsw York, and Mr Place to attend to it

on this side. Our domestic happiness was increased’by

the birth of another daughter (Susan) April 20.1834, In

1835 Mr Lattimer who had been in the employment of Reid,




Robvertson and Co of Glasgow was engagsd to take charge of

our Scotch business, and Mr Large who had been in the employ

of Mr G.Allcock in Nottingham went out at the same time
to attend to the Lace department. Meanwnile I had opened

an account with the Northern and fentral Bank whosge head

quarters were in Manchester and had recently opened a brancl

bank at Nottingham of which My Scotit was manager, and who

had rendered us great facilities by making large advances

on "letters of credit® on Baring Bros and Co which for this

purpose were transferred to them. Our business vecanms
highly prosperous ; both sales and profits were large and
we were adding considerably to our capital at each semi-
annual stock taﬁing. All looked bright and smooth, our
credit on both sides the water seemed to be firmly
established and we had taken our station among the 1eéding
.amerchants of New York. But when apparently we were at the
very helght of prosperity a terrible stoim was 1mpend1ny
of vhibh we were little aware, until late in 18«7 it burst

wpon us; first in the failure of the Bank of the United

states and then in a gensral crash conssquent upon it which

spread disaster and rTuin throughout the whole of the
mercantile cormunity in America. - M1 Wyeth found it
impossible to make remittances so promptly as usual, and

anticipating difficulty in meeting my enzagements with the
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usual regulariby I called on Mr Scott, sﬁewed him my New
York letters and asked his advice. He agreed with ms that
it was of imﬁortance that I should go out without delay.

In the meantiﬁe every effort was made to provide funds to
meet my engagements or to postpohe coming payments. These
efforts were met by a generous spirit on all sides, énd all
seemed to0 be going on as satisfactorily as could uhder the-
circumstances be expected when, while in thtingham bﬁsilyv
ahd successfully making these arrangements I was to ﬁy great
astonishment arrested by order of the Manager of the Bank
at Manchester, and thrown into prison (and subsequantly
into bankruptey) on the plea that I was about to abscondl

A1l my books and papers were seized and I was conveyed to —

London in custody and declared a bankruptl Very soon

however a meeting was called of all ny creditors who were
very indignant at the conduct of the Bank, and after a full

disclosure of all the facts it was unanimously agresed that

the Bankruptey should be at once annulled and that I should

be allowed to carry out my intentions of going to America.

So, once more bidding adieu to wife, children and friends and

my pleasant home I took my departure from Portsmouth in a
London packet ship for New York. On the day previous to
our arrival there, as we approached the coast the Captain

was making signals by rocket for a pilot, and we passengers

PRI S
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21l rushed on deck to see the fireworks. While we were all
thus absent from the cabin the steward opened a hateh at the
bottom of the stairs to get out some stores, and before he
had closed it agaih I, who happened to be the first to
leave the deck and knew nothing of what had been going on
down bslow, fell through the open hatch%ay brulising my arm
_and shoulder and breaking my leg. - In this plight I arrived
next day at New York, and was at once conveyed to Mr Wyeth's
house where surgical aid was obtained and everything possible
was done ﬁo promote my comfort and hasten my recovery.
I ought to have mentioned before that in 1836,

our parthership having expired é néw one had been formed
from which ﬁy brother George was left out, and he had retired
to Gréenport where he had bought a house and a small farm.
The portion of profits due t0 him remained in our hands at
interest énd the new partne:ship'oonsisted of Mr Wyeth and
myselfl. | | |

| I arrived in New York in the midst of the most‘
Tfearful and widespread commercial panic that had ever been
known. All the banks had suspended paymeiit. Many of the
principal merchants were greatly embarrassed and unable for
a whils to meet their engagements. Business men of every
grade had failed by hundreds, and those who still held on

were compelled to ask for time to meet their engagements,
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The demand for goods ﬁad almost entirely ceased and for
‘several months all business operations were at a standstill,
After a while things assumed a less gloomy aypearance —
the worst became known, and when all came to the worst we
‘had the satisfaction of finding bhat we could pay in full all
we owed if only our creditors would give us time to make
collections and arrange our affairs. To this request they
all readily assgented and we gave our acceptances at'B, 6, 9
and 12 months in full of all demands, which being accomplishei
I returned home.

Before however the first payments became dus, Mr‘
Wyeth, in’COHSequence of further losses bacame so discouraged
as.to fear that it would be impossible to carry»oﬁt thig
arrangement, and to my great astcniénmsnt My Wright, our
confidential clerk made his appearance in Nottingham and
informed me that it would be necéssary to enter into new
arrangaments and in short to proposze to the creditors that |
they should be content with fifteen shillings in the pound
instead of bayment in fulll My Wrizht was érmed with :
letters from Hessrs Brown Bros and Co a well known leading
house in New York and Liverpool stating'thatAﬁhey had
examined into our condition and that they considered the
proposal a nedéssary and a fair one. Mr Wyeth accompanied"‘

this offer with the alternative of giving up every thing to

]
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our creditors on obteining from them a release in full., I
was by no means satisfied however of our inability to pay
everybody in full, I therefore called a meebting which was
veiy fully attended, and at which Mr Wright made a statement
.Justifying as he thought, fhe new proposal which he had |
broughﬁ with him,'and strongly urging it's adoption. Butb
when I was appealed to I as strongly récormended another
course. Let the whole nroperty of the firym be made.over to
the creditors (Mr Wyeth racéiving a release) and let me at
once prbcéed to Amafica as_ggg;g agent to maxe the best of
everything>fbr their benefit. My John Biggs of Leicasier
to whom Wefwere 1argely indebted, at once turned to the
chairman of'the meebting saying *That will hold water.¥ and
the mesting éame to a unanimous resolution (which was |
subsequently confirmed by ali those of our creditors who _
were not then present) and in a'few days I was onceesmore on my
way to New York to carry it'into effect. On'my arrival
thére«everYthing was transferred to me for the general
bensfit ofvthe creditors on my agreeing to allow Mr Wyeth
the sum of five thousand Dollafs. ‘

| Very soon things began to mend and a sudden
reaction took place, sales were effected to a good profit,
collections werse made, and a large remittance was soon on
its wéy to England accompanied with oxders for goods to

aggist our(étock. These were prompitly supplied and disposed .
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of, and business having now assumed a very hopeful charactew,
I returned to England to carry out the original arrangements
which I,succeeded in doing, everyone being paid in full,
and the business now became my own. I nad in the meantime
arranged with Large, Lattimer and*VWright that if they would
work for mé on a fair, moderate salary for one year, I would
then give them one haif of the business.A In 1838 I removed
ﬁith my family to Nottingham. My Vickers was leaving his
house on Park Terrace and we took it as also his garden in
the fishponds;

Evéry thing turned out much ba{ter than we had
ventured to hope, so bhat at the close of 1840 every one
had been paid and thers was a large sum o0 my cra=dit in
“PrOfit-and Loés a/c". I gave to Large, Lattimer and Wright
each a present of one thousand dollars beyond their éalaries,
and then entered into partnershipy with them for five years.
From this time till the expiration of the paftnership we.
were remarkably successful, so that in Sspt. 1845 there was‘
to my credit nearly ﬁ190,000, or Forty thousand pounds.‘
This was enough, and I resolved to retire from business
altogether. On the 19th August therefore I left Liverpool
accompanied by my brother Joseph and my sister Betsy, for

the purpose of transferring the business to L.L. and W. and

of bidding as I thought a final farewell to my good friends

1 -
in America. We took our passage in the steamship "Caledonia. |

o e i,
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Among my brother's papers is an account of our vnyage from
which I make the following extracts. "The morning of the
19th Aug: was not a very inspiring one for beginners in
transatlantiq véyaging o At first é Scoteh mist, then a
drizzling rain, then a heavy wet began and conbinued W to
the time of embarkation. At 11 o'clock we went on board
in a pouring rain. Ve left Liverpool by what is called the
@ Pormby channel“,‘but the incessant raih made it impossible
to see the objects as we paséed mntil the evening when the
rain partiaily subsided and we had a good view of Anglesea
and Holyhead. Next morning theAweaﬁh3r~was fine,iﬁhe
breeze had freshened and we héd the pfospect of a glbrious
day, and in truth such it proved. Our course was So near
the Irish coast that ﬁe had successively the most distinet
beautiful and ever vafying views of hills and bays rocks
and lights from the beautiful Cove of Cork to.thé Head of
Kinsale and'finally:to Cape Glear; The latber point we “
passed in a most glowing moonlight with a planet oh either
éide of her,.forming altogsether é scéne as exciving as it
was unique, and imparting to us all just that elevation of
spirit which one needs to reconcile us to the thought that
we were ra?idly receding from the shores of 01ld Engiénd,

and leaving all, or nearly all that we 1bve, farther and
fapther in the distance. Many a thought about them brought

out many a word, and now and then something still more
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expressive though less audible., 21lst. A fine morning,
nothing»to be ssen but the wide, glorious blus ocean and the

expansevabove. We wers scarcely willing to leave the deck

‘even long after a reasonable bed time, and certainly dbrought ‘;
the enjdyments of the night into the morning. On.ths
evening of the 22nd. a smart breeze sprung up which soon
inereased to a gale, and as it was right in our teeﬁh it's
action upon us was fearful‘for a landsman, Honday Aug.
25th. Last night a gale came on which brought down one of
our yards with a crash, and which is now driving before us

'a tremendous sea. I was delighted though awed by the
mégnificent spectacle. Having on bocard no fewer than five
ecclesiastics our Captain selected Dr Codman as chaplain for
the day; énd at 10,30 we had service, fhe Dr, reading -

prayers, ¥W.C. pitching the tune, and after this a pretiy

good sermon from the words "God is great, " As the day
advanced the gale increased until in the afternoon it blew -

quite a hurricane. For the first times I realized the

'description S0 often given of waves "mountain high“. oh if
our friends‘could but see us, - eating—'lbllinv— walking—
talking— dreaming— longing-— sickeningf reading— sighing-
hoping- despairing— brightening— eating— napping- walking4
sleeping— waking— dreaming etc etc etec ete .in most monotonous
succession, how they would stare, smile, pity, laﬁgh, veep,

encourage, deprecate, rejoice, and wish with us to see the
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end of it. Friday morning came in sight of an icebers.
It was on our lee bow, about 3 miles off, but as it proved
at least 10 — first like a conical eloud (white) rising
from the sea, soon a sguall and showers hid it from our
sight, and then our attention was directéd to a resplendant

rainbow, spanning half the horizon, and gppearing to rest

itself not on but in the ocean. It was a grand and gorgeous

spectacle. .Soon as the ghower had passed the sun's rays

began to fall uwon the ic& mass and depicted iis shape and
its shadows in fine outline. It consiated of two distinet
heads connected~by a valley of undulating appearance the
details of which dsclared themselves more and ﬁore clearly
as we neared the object. Yhen about 5 miles off it assumed

the form of a Lion couchant and renminded those of us who

had been in Edinburgh of Arthur's seab. As we came abreast

of it (although still 3 miles off) it stood up before us in
all its grandeur - 300 feet high, and if the theory be
correct'that the mass below.lis twice as great ag thalt above,

there we saw a body 900 fesb in depth and of proportionate

dimensions in other respects, which being detached from the

mass on the far north had floated to the spot where it was

now locabted, for there gesmed every reason to bellieve thal it

was aground, thare‘being no motion perceptible even by means
of the telescope. We came on to the Banks of Newfoundland

about 2 o'clock, and at 8 the soundings were 100 fathoms.
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At 12 o'clock we found ourselves about 630 miles. from Halifax.
We had on board the Catholic Bishop of Newfoundland, his

nephew, a priest o two and a resident. They all expected

to proceed to Halifax and return from thence to St John's

by another packetb. But on Saturday morning just as we

neared Cape Race a fishing boal avpeared on our bow and a

' signal being hoisted, they came alongside,;, our boat was

' lowered, our fellow travellers and thelr luggags were

disembarked and off they put for the fisherman. They wore

soon on board and when our boat left them they stood on

.deck and gave us 3 cheers which we heartily responded to.

They tacked about for St Johnts by which they would save
a ;jou:énéy of 1,000 miles, |

| On Monday Sept. 1st at 10.15 we arrived at Halifax
and ha&ihg leave of abssnce till 2 o'clock we went aShore,'v
walked round the ramparts and then tbok a ride in a "wagon"

two or three miles oub of the town to see the extent of the

‘harbour which runs inland 8 or 10 miles of deep water. At

2<o'ciock we were all on board and soon on our way tvo Boston
where we arrived early on Wednesdsy mqrning. ‘Went up fo
the Tremont hotel and breakfasted which was scarce done
befors our good friend Capt. Loring made his appearance

with a carriage to convey us all to his house. The weather

had become beautifully fine and we were soon out to inspect
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the top of the State House is very striking. After dinner .

cordially. After dinner we inspected the farm etc. and

for a cruise in the Bay, after which we departed in bhe/

' 30urna1‘than‘l intended, but the fact is that aPter I began

that I became deeply interested, and scarcely knew wnat Lo

‘arranged, and next morning I started on a trip to the Vest

~accompanied by my iwo brothers and my sister. our first

~the city and visiting also the Falls of the Mohawk, leaving,
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the city.  The view of the city, country and harbour from

we set off in two carriages to see the environs. We passed

through Cambridge by the college and on to Mount Auburn
Cemetery. Hext morning at 6 ofclock we were off to
Greenport which we reached at 1 o'clock and were soon with

Georze and his wife and family who received us very

after a good night's regt commitied ourselves to his noat

“allway for New York,"

I have made much longer ouotatlors from thls

/

t0 read it after so many years it awoke so manwfrecollections i

'

transeribe nor.where to ston. By Tuesday evéninv my.

bu31ness affairs. had been on the whole satwsfactorlly

point was the Catskill HMountain Houss where ws gpent the
following day rambiing over the mountains, drinking in the oy

glorious scenery and visiting the Catskill Falls. Thenecs :
by steamboat to Albany. Here Betsy's healtih gave way, and - i

z
H

‘as. she needed rest, Joseph and I having seen all we could of i
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my sister in charge of the doctor and of my brother Georgs,
went to éaratoga where we spent a quist Sunday. Next day
passing on to Lake George, and to Fort Ticonderoga and
returning the same night to Saratoga, we on Tuesday morning
set off to meet our fellow travellers at Schenectady.

Slept that night at Auburn, and the next day at Rochester -

- remained there all night and thence thivugh Buffalo on

Thursday morning to Niagara, For particulars of our stay
among the wonders of this place and its surroundings I refer

those who feel an interest in the subject to my brother

Josephts Journal.. Here Joseoh and-l narted with our fellow

travellers; +{they to return to Greénporﬁ and we to proceéd
on a long Westward trip by Lake Eria to Detroit, thence to
Chicago, St Louis, Cinecimnnati and Baltimore. Here Geérge
ahd ny sister métvus, and after spending a few days in this,
city, Washington and Philadg@phia,we all returned»togethér
to New York. ¥For particulars of this memorable journey

I must again refer you to.m& brother's ﬁost interesting
‘Journal, ‘ R | |
| 1 Will Jjust mention here that during the past five
years 1 hadvallowed my brother George‘six mndred dollars a
year and héd also conveyed to him a faim at Kalamazoo in.
Michigan which had been previously made over to me ig |
payment of a debt of $3,000. I now placed in the hands of

Trustees (Jn.Laidlaw and Wm,Nelson) the sum of £10,000 the
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interest of which at 7 per cent wasg %o be paid to George
during his life, and the principal to be at his death
divided among his children.

After setting aside a sum sufficisnt to vay certain
of our old'ereditors the_;nterest aceruing to them on their
claims nominally paid in full, and also enough to pay all

the expenses of our trip to America, I had sbtill some

£35,000 on which to retire. Leaving £6,000 in the hands of

my late partners to enable them successfully to carry on the
pusiness I had now fully accompiished the objest for which
I had left home. . So bidding ¥"good bye", énd as I then
thought a final farewell to our good friends in Greenporﬁ
and New York, we went 5h to Boaton where we enjoyved once nore
the hospitality of my dear old friend "Ben® Loring, and on
Saturday the 1lat Nov. embarked on board thé "Hibernia®
steamer for Liverpool via Halifax7 on Monday morning the
3rd Nov. we reachéd Halifax and remaining there an hour orx
two proceeded on our way to Liverpool, Although we had
thick, foggy weather, all went on well till Wednesday the
5th ﬁhen in the midst of a dense fog we were suddenly
disturbed aooh after dinner by a severe shock succeeded by
a startling éommotion on deck, with loud cries of "Helm
aport"® succseded by "Stop hez*"° Muech alarmed, ﬁe all

rugshed on deck we soon found the cause of the disturbance.
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The ship had struck on a dangerous rock which we afbterwards
learnt was not far from Cape Race, the Southern point of
Nveoundland. ‘The Captain had had no opportunity {(by
rasason df the fog) to take any “observation® since leaving
Halifax, but his "dead reckoning" piaced us at a distance
of fully twenty miles from this well known and dangsrous
rOCk, Our situation was a very alaming one, for no one
knew where we were, but we did know that our vessel had

Yshrung a 1e&k*, and the water was rushing in at a greater

rate than the pumps seemed able to oversome. To makse matiers

worse, a rumdur spread through the ship that Capt. Ryne was
drunkl And at midnight I was roused from my slesp by one
of our fellow passengers o make known to me this terrible
rumour and to advise with me as to the neéess;ty of urging .
the Maté to take command of the ship. But as.I was going
up the "companion way" to aseertaih_if possibls the facts

of the case I met tne Captain on the stalrs "as sobsr as a -

Jjudge®. He had just been down into the hold, and found

that the water was not increasing. If therefore the‘pumys
should not be choked by passing thimough the-coal,'ha had |
good hope that the vessel might be saved. Meanwhile he
had determined not to attempt to Dprocesd further, bub to
*lay on and off" until he could’aécertain where we were orx

obtain assistance. Daylight might do something for us;




our rockets might possibly be seen, or our firing might be
heard by some passing vessel, And so the night passed,

Ve were all hoping, and some no doubt fervently prayving

- that the dense fog might disappear as daylight came on,

or that relief in some forxm might Teach us. But when

-morning came the fog was as dense as ever, and noon came

without any change, so that we had before us the melancholy
prospect of spending anothsr night in a state of painful
anxiety — when 1o our great Jjoy there came a sudden

uplifiing of the fog, and almost immediately &a small bhoat

- was geen approaching whieh proved to belong to a Newfoundland

- fisherman who had sesn or heard our signals ol distress

and had been for some hours endeavouring to find us. He
of courée knew érecisely whers we were, and under his
guidance wa onvthe following day arrived in Safet? at st
Johnts Newfoundland. Thea ship was at onece "heached®, and a

gang of shipwrighits from the Navy Yard were busily employed

in repalring the keel. By the following (Sunday) evening

we were all assured by an officer of the port that the ship
was once more in a good condition.  And so with three
hearty cneers we left this noble harbour 0 proceed on our
way to Liverpool.  Bubt soon new anxieties awaited us; a
heavy head sea had torn away the new planking and the leak

became as bad as before, Ve had now however advanced so

B it A e v s iy
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far on our vovagze that there was nesrly as much daiger in
attempting to raturn as in going forwvard. Oour progress
was necessarily very slow, for much of the power of the
engines was applised to the pumps whieh were kept counstantly
at work day and night. Great assistance was rendered by
a few soldiers whom we had raéeived on poard at Halifax,
and who worked well at the hand pumps, and in rarmoving the
coal so as to prevent it from choking the pumps. Still iv
‘was a matter of greab anxiety whethsr the ship could be
kept afloat, and this continued undiminished during the
ianainder of the vovagze. At lengbh however o Satupday
mornihg Yov.22nd. we were safely landed at Liverpool. ¥hen

the vessel had been placed in the Dry Dogk it was found
that about 14 feet of her planking had been Lorn awsy on
both sides of the keel, and that her "fourfooh" had been
smashed ine. That she could have been so long kept afloatb
was little less than miraculous.. We'ail set off from
Livernool itogelther on Saﬁurday, but partéd éompany at Rughy
‘Joseph to go to Lelcester and Bebtty and I to Nottingham.

It was laﬁe at night before we reached home, and'k

the dear inmates of Park Terracs had all gone to bed, but a
good ring at the bell soon brought my dear wife to the doow,
but in her joy at hearing our voices it was some little tine

before she could manage the lock and the bolbs. on! it
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was a happy meeting! My dear boy Willie who had been

sleeping with his mother was roused fiom his slumbers, and

before being placed in his cot, the dear little fellow,

(then three years oid) knelt by our gide and putiing his

1ittle hands together joihed with us in giving thanks}to our
heavenly Fathef for His greal goodness in restoring us once

more to each other.

| Henceforth, for some years to come ny cup of

domestic and gocial happinesas was full to overfliowing, To
complete our family circle my boy had been given me on the

21st Dec.1842, and he and his three sisters were a constand

source of delight to me. My social positioﬁ also was

egvery thing I cquld desire and opened up Tor me sources of
activity and usefulness which I trust were not wholly

wnimproved. Hy dear wife and i took much interest in our 5
weekly visits among the poor in tﬁe neighbourhood of Ann

Street and Back Cormmeons in connection with the "Disiriet

Provident Society". I was elected to the Town Council |

for St Ann's Ward, and to the Board of Guardians of which I
pecame chaiyman, and in 1847 I was made Mayor ef Nottingham;

I entered with a good deal of zest on the duties connecteq 3
with these various offices and employments and also tookfén )
‘active part in the politics of the borough, having the .

honour of nominating Joseph Sturge, and subsequently
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attending a Committee of the House of Commons to prosecute
(successfully) a petition against the return of his opronent
¥Mr Walter of the *Times" who had obtainad temporary -
possession of ﬁhe seat by bribery.

"Tom® Gisborne then became our candidate and I

took a very active paort in his election. John Bright came

- %0 assist us, and while he and Gisborne were one day

breakfasting with re, a letter came to the latter from
Durhanm urgently requesting him to be their candidate in

ovposition to the nominea of Lord Londonderry. Gishornet's

~uncle held at that time a high office in the church at

Durnam and had great influence which in conseguence of sonme

gplit? in the Tory pariy would, it was hoped, suffice to

render ?ossible the election of & ®liberalh, Meanwhile -

Mr Gisborns had made such progress in his Nobtingham canvass

that he could not, in fairness to us accept this call from
Durham. He threw the letter across the table to lMr Bright
saving "Do youw g0 end have a shy at them,® & pioposition
which I seconded with all my heart, and in an hour from‘that
time Mr Bright was in a post chaise on his way to Durham,
and that 1s how he obtained his first seat in Pariiament;
Tﬁe great question of the repeal of the Corn Laws was then
agitating the country, and I threw myself with all my little
might into the struggle, and thus became for aAtima somewhat

intimate with Cobden, Bright and others "of that.ilk";' A
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great mesting of the Midland counties in support of this
great cause, was held at berby, in the procesdings of which
I took a rather prominent pawvrt, argulng as well as I could
against the impolicy and injustice of the ®sliding scale®
wnich I dllustrated by referring to my own experisnce. I
had that very morning received from our Liverpool agents
Messrs Brown, Shipley and Co a/c sales of sgveral thousand
varrels of Tlour which my vartner had shipped to them
instead of the uskal mode of remittance by Bills of Exchaﬁge°
In the unsettled state of mercantile affairs in New York
at that time, this was no doubt a very prudent ﬁeasure,'
and would have succeeded and bsen a source of profit dbut for
the "sliding scale" under the opération of which wé had to
pay a dﬁty heavy in proporbtion as the markel price of flour
became lower, so that as Brown, Shipley and Co in their
letter accompanying the a/c sales sald, they had been
compalled to pay a heavier duty Just because there had
recently been a decline in the market price, and so entailing
a loss instéad of a profit on the transaction. Thig letter
I read to the meeting, and my remsrks on the subject were
rather fully repoited‘and commented upon in the “Times?”,
and so fell under the eve of Sir Robert Peel, and in a few
days I rsceived a lstter requééting an intserview with him

at his office in Downing Street. I asked the chairman of



68,

the meeting (My Mitchell of Leicester) and my friend My
Heard of Nottingham to accompany me, taking with me the a/c
sales of the flour and all the correspondence on the subject,-
Sir Robt. Peel honoured us with a rather long and very
interesting interview and seemed much struck with the facts
I placed before him. What effect these had is not for me
to say, but this much is certain that soon afterwards the
ng1iding scale" was abandoned, and in a few years‘the Corn
Laws were entirely repealed.

So-much for politics{ How about home matters..
I soon afterwards purchassd the house at Bramcoté which
became our future residence, and here I might have been well
content to enjoy in guiet the remainder of my life,
surrounded as I was with all that could conduce to the
happiness and well ¥Being of myse;f, and my dear wife. and

children. I short, I was during the next few years, leading

an active, pleasant, and I believe also, a useful life.

But perhaps I attempted too much, for my public duties often
interfered with my meals, and led me to take them too
nastily and at uncertain intervals, to which cause I think

may be attributed a bad state of the stomach producing-

frequent attacks of "vertigo" which for a long time wers a

source of much discomfort and anxiety.

I have now approached a period of4my history, the
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recollection of which fills me with shame and distress.
| In my beautiful home at Bramcote I had everythingvto rendey
life happy. My daughters had finished their education,
two of them had been happily married while Polly was left
to us to be our cheerful and very useful companion. villie
was growing in intelligence and was receliving a good
education and making excellent progress in his studies.
Although my money had not been well invested, being chiefly
in Railway securities which at that time were far from |
profitable, vet my incpme was amly sufficient for all my
own wants and also for rendering’asaistance to others. All
I needed was ordinary prudence to render the remainder of nmy
1ife very happy. It would be too painful to endeavour to
explain in detail the events and circumstanses which
involved me once more in ruin. My brain reels and I am
bewildered. I must forego all attempts to explain, nor is 7'
it necessary that I should do so. Suffice it to say that
my nephew, having entered into business with Mr Melliss of
whose character and busineas talents he had formed é very
high opinion after a long and intimate acquaintance with him,
required and deserved assistance from me. How gould I do
otherwise than lend it to him, remembering how much I was
indebted to his father for my first start in life?  Besides,

althoﬁgh I knew but very 1little of his partner, yet I had at
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that time the utmost confidence in John and could not doﬁbt
that his confidence in Melliss was well placed and that a
promising career was before then. I therefore lent them
such aid as I thought I could safely render and as their
business increased and prospered, I ventured still further
and further until at length I had entered into engagements
with them which as I now lo0ok back upon them appear as
imprudent as to be almost inceredible, Still, every tﬁing
appeared to ﬁrosper, large apparent profits had bsen mads,
and Qach Stock taking shewed a more and more satisfactory
balance in "Profit and Loss a/c“. A£11 seemed to be going

on well, until the general derangement of business in America
brought on a crisis in their affairs which terminated most
disastrously. And tﬁe astoundihg news suddenly reached me
that they had made an assignment of all theiw property to
Messrs Denistoun Wood and Co to whom they were deaply |
indebied, >‘Bj the terms of ﬁhis-most unfair and unfortunate
deed of Assigrment, Denistouns were to be first paid in full,
after which I was to be secured, and John wrote assuring me
that nb ons would eventually suffer loss, and up to that time
‘I had certainly no reason to doubi either his sagaciiy ox .
his truthfulness, and though I can no longer give him cradit.
for the possession of the former of these qualities I have

still no reason to call in question the latter. Meanwhile §

in the absence of usual remittances (which however were
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promised without much delay) I had not only sold or pledgsd
my Railroad and Rank stock to meet conming engagenments, bub
had also induced my brother Joseph to endorse for me to the
extént of about éz,doo. - I had just returned with him and
my family from a delightful journey through Switzerland and
Italy when thevappallipg news burst upon me like a sudden
‘thunder clap, that Mellissand Ayers were seriously
embarrassed in business, and‘this fearful news was soon
followed by the still more astoundingkannouncement of their
having madg the above assignmment. All their property,
ineluding their étock»of merchandize, book debts, Bills
receivable, every thing had by this most cruel and unjust
Deed been made over tn Messrs Dennistoun %o cover the whole
of their claims before any of the other creditors could
- receive one pennyl No time was now to be lost. I nust
‘at once leave home for Rew York, and afber a brief interview
with my brother and Mr Wadsworth, I commulicated the
,feafful intelligence, first to my daughter Mary Amnn, and then
to my dear wife,4and with man& misgivihgs, many tears, and
a heart broken down with sorrow and amazement, bade them and
dear Eliza farewell and rushed off to Liverpool, and on the
following morning was on board ship on my distressing errand.
In the midst‘of all‘my apprehensions however, there would

now and then spring up a faint hope that all was not yet lost .
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It could not be, surely it could not be that 81l past profits
had vanished! Sti1l less was it to be believed that the
accounts which had reached me semi—annually were false and
fraudulent. - A suspicion of this had indeed never entered
my mind. Besides,‘had I not in John's very last letter an
agsurance that all would come‘out right at last? Yotwith—
standing therefore the grim and startling fact of the
Assigrnment, which hung like a nightmare on my mind, I
succeaded at ﬁimes in almost persuadiné myself that afier
all, it was only a question'of time, and that though an
undue preferenee had been given to Dennistoun and Co,
neither I nor ny brothef or sisber would ﬁitimately suffer
loss, but that we and all other creditors‘would,ih timé,
and with prudent management. be paid in full,  Thus during
this voyage hopes and fears alternated, and though at times
fearfully cast down, I was nobt altogether in a state of
despair. By Cod's good help, and ¢alling to mind good Mr
¥ilkes'! question ®What if it shouldn'®?" I was sometimes
able to throw off much of my despondency and was.comfbrted;
Robt. Melliés had obtained a berth for'me, but in
going to take possession I found it already occupied by a
young Spaniard and his sick wife, and I had not the heart
to insist upon my rights; so as all the other berths were

fully occupied, I arranged to sleep on a sebtes in the

saloon during the whole of the voyage, in consideration of
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which the Captain returned to me £5 of my passsage monsy,
which under the circumstances was Very acceptable, for I
landed with but 1ititle more in my vocket. Ags soon as I
landed I took a cab to convey me to Melliss and Ayer's

warehouse where I hoped to find John, bub on driving up

Broadway I saw him going down the street, and hailing him,

we went down together to the Astor House. And then foxr the
first time I was made fully acquainted with the extent of

the calemity which had overtaken me, Among the first

- things he said to me was this, that he had lost all confidence

in Melliss and that he had been entirely deceived as to his
charaéter, and also as to the real state of their affairs!

In point of fact, it soon became too ecvident to admit of a
doubt that Mellisé was an unprincipled scouﬂdrel, and that
for some time past he had been carrying on a systiem of
vholesale plunder, so that the real assebtts of the firm fell .

very far short of whait appeared on the books at the last

stock taking. In short it had at this time become very

doubtful whether even Dennistouns would be raid in full.
what had become of this vast amount of pro?erty which had
thus‘disappeared was never ascertained, hut enough became' 
known to prove beyond all doubt that HMelliss, aided by a
cunning and unprincipled lawyer who shared laygely in the
spoils, had for a long time carried on a caveerxr of plunder by

using the funds and other property of the firm, in the
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purchase of "peal estate! and in other speculations; all
which remained concealed frdm and unsuspected by John until
it was too late, I was stripped of every thing and my dear
wife and children wers entirely unprovided fori

I cannot now recall, much less recite all the>
fruitless efforts made by me and othsrs to upset the
Assignmeﬁt. Suffice it to say that I at length succeeded
in induecing Messrs DennZstoun and Co to repay my'sistei's
claim out of the proceeds of the estate when they accrued,

and thus to avolid the expense and scandal and unceriainty

of litigation with whien I threatened them. How it came

to pass that my sister received less than half of what I

 thought had been thus secured to her is too painful a

question, and I dare not attempt to allude further to it.
I can only say that in all that was done (involving as it
did immense sacrifices in order_to avert the ruin of‘my

brother arising oub of his efforts to serve Avers and Melliss )

I acted on the advice of our excellent friends Sam McLean

and Mr Greig. Months passed in fruitless efforts to unravel
the mysterf.of Melliss' villainy and to compel him to
disgorge his plunder. The books of the firm werse in the
hands of his brother and it was impossible to get access to
them or to bbtain any information from those whoikept then |
all of whom had been strictly forbidden to hold any |

communiication with me. Melliss was placed under examination
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by order of the Court to whom I had applied, bubl with the
assistance of his cunning and unprinecipled lawyer, (who had
to some éxtent shared with him in the plunder) and his own
contempt Ffor truth no reliable or useful information eould
be obtained. And thus weeks and months wnre away, without
any thing being‘accdmplished,‘and after all I was left
penniless and well nigh hopeless, but thank God! not
friendless. I received a 1little pecuniary agssistance from
John out of payments made to him by Dennistoun and Co which
formed a part of thelir agreement with him when bthey obhtained
his signature to the Assignment. Meanwhile, various
friends.were ver& kind.ﬁo me. Mr Greig's house Decame my
home for. several months, some weeks were spent with my kind
friends Dévidsén, and also with Mr Lattimer and Alfred Avers.
After which I boarded on cheap terms with Alfred's father in.
law Mr Johnsén where I becane acqﬁainted with the Pelham
family, and also with Mr Walker end his femily, The very
‘depth of the Tuin to which I had been so suddenly and cruelly
reduced, necessarily led to incessant efforts to obbain
information and redress, and this stimﬁlus to exertion, as
also the various projects with which my mind was occupled as
fo future employment, becans the meansg by God's blessing of
keeping me from sinking into utter despair. A1l this timé;‘
(and at all subsequent times) I have found a most true and

valuasble friend in Mr Sam McLean., I spent many pleasant
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evenings at his hduse, where I first became acquainted with
H.,B.Cromwell, Jn.H.CGlarke and Mr Townsend. At length light
suddenly burst on my future pathl - Among various projects
which from time to time I had entertained, it had been
suggested to me that I might possibly obiain a comfortable
livelihood as an Insurance Broxer. I callsd one day on Mr
McLean to consult with him gbout this when he expresssed
doubts about it, but as though struck with a sudden
inspiration, he added, "Why shouid we not start a new
Insurance Company and place you at the hsad of it? I will
subscribs five thousand dollars towards itllw This generous
and startiing proposal was ot couisa most gladly accepted,
I lost no time in endeavouring o enlist other of my friends
in ths scheme. A Committee from among them was forthwith
formsd to raise the necessary cspital. Of the Committee
Mr Melean and Mr Greig vecame thé @ost active members, Mr
'Lattimer was at that time absent in England, but on his
return he too became a2 member of the Committee and subscribed
Five thousand dollars. An active canvass'was’at once
entered upon and diligently followed up, in_which my good
friend John Laldlaw soon took an active and veyy efficient
part. The sum wanted was $200,000 and there was not much
difficulty in oﬁﬁaining the first half of the amount. But
then came "the tug of war". Of course I threw the whole of

my energies into the business, and was incessantly running
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rouwnd armong nmy old friends. After thoroushly canvassing

New York; I went on to Boston to do what I could among friends

there. "Ben" Loring and Mr Brigham both subseribed; the
former #5,000 and the latter §3,000, At length the fund
reached to £150,000 but though I redoubled my efforts in
all directiqns I could not see my way clear to raise the
balance, and I bsgan to fear that afier all the project must
be abandoned., I dare not however allow these fears to
prevail, but day by day threw all my energiss into the
business with increased geal anc debermination. But it
was slow work and but 1little mors was accomplished when one
day. to my great surprise and joy Mr Conkling (the facts
naving been placed befora him by Henry Brighsm who had

married Conklingt!s wife's sister) who was a partner (the

purehasing partner) in the great houss of Claflin and Mellen

and consequently had great influence among the Drygoods
agents and manufacturers, kindly volunteered to take my
subseription book in hand, and in a fev days brought it
back to me with the full amount filled upl A meating of
the subscribers was at once held, Directors were chosen,
I was elected President, Mr Xnapp Sec, and Mr St John
asgistant Sec. and thus a new field for my activities was
opened before me on which I entered with heart and hopel
I trust that when my dear grandchildren read this part of

the history of my life they will, one and all, unite with me
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in gratefully recognizing in it the hand of a kind and
merciful overyruling Providence,

It was eariy in 1859 (Mayrch 28th) that the
Standard Fire.Insurance Company was thus iraugurated. My
salary was Lo be ﬁB,OOO. THE éuestion now was whalt were
to be my future domestic arrangements. I could not shut my
eyes to the fact that my dear wife had a great dread of the
sea, and could I hope that she would be able so far to over—
come this dread as to venture on a voyage across the Atlantic?
I honed, but still had painful nisgivings. I dares not very
stronzly urge it. So I wrote to say that one third of Ty
salary would suffice for all ny personszl wanis, and that two
ﬁhirds-should be rémitted in monthiy instaiments to kesp |
#the po£ boiling" once nore at home sd long as the dsar wife
and children remained in England, To my inexpressible
delight £he reply soon reachsed me that the dgar woman in thé
loyalty of her love had debermined to overcone her repugnance
to the sea, and, accompanied by Mary Ann, 0 join me at an
early day. And in May I had the happiness to welcome their
arrivall

¥villie had been taken from school and was goﬁe to
Derby to live with his sister and tc be employed at the
workég But in the following Oclober he caught cold which A

soon attacked his lungs and in a few weeks his dear life

terminated while on a visit to his uncle at Market Harborough-a

i o

I e d
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Soon after the arrival of ny dear‘wife and daughter I wrote
to my friend Gurnetd, propqsing a meebing of the two
families, and in the course of the summey we Aid all mest

and sped some few very happy days togethey at the Palls of
Niagara. And that was the last time we saw each 6ther.

I onitted to.say in ivs proper place that in 1858 I had paid
him a visit at his 0wl homa in Toronto. He did not live
long afber our Niagara meebing, but I kept up a-oorrespondenc@
with his wife and daughter, the labtier naving married a Mr
Dixon of Schenectady, the widowed mother removed from

Toronto and ook up her residseince at Schenectady. The other
daughter (lMrs Thompsén).who foimed one of the party at
Niagara still remains at Toronto. | Hey husband is a

thriving tradesman. there, and that is all I now know
cbncarning the family of ny déar old fellow steerage
passenger in the "Euphrates’, To return to Brooklyl.

We remained through the winter at the Hansion House, and
 during the next few years made our home in several boarding
houses until in 1863 our good friend H.B.Cromwell purchased
the house in ¢lasson Avenue for our permanent residence,

He was an exceedingly genserous, kind hearted man and a very
sincere friend. He made this purchase simply to serve us,
and allowed us to live in it at a very cheap rental, and gave |
us the privilege of‘puichasing it at costhrice whenever

we could afford to do so. Before howsver we could
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aécomplish this he died, and unfortunately for us he had
left no instructions to this effect iﬁ his will, .Meanwhile
2ll Brooklyn property had risen very much in value and his
executors determined‘on selling the house and I bought it
at a very considerable advance upon the orizinal price, butb
85111 much below the market price of the day. In May 1864
my brother Joserh died, and three days afterwards this event
was followed by the ramoval of my dear daughbex Susaﬁ ten
days after the birth of my grandchild Susan Buchanan, When
this affecting news reached us her dear mother left us for
awhile to be a comfort to the bereaved husband and children
returning to us the following vear. Meanwhile the
¥Standard® was steadily thoush rather slowly acquiring
strength,and taking a good place among kindred Instituiions.
Mr Xnapp, thinking he could do bebtaer in soms other pursulib,
~gave wp the Secrstaryship in whieh officé Mr St John
succeeded him. He had been broﬁght.ﬂp in an Insurancs
office (the Lamar) and was thoroughly competent to take
éharge of the office duties of the “Sﬁandérd" while I
undertook much of the outside work and was certainly not an
inactive President. I soonN cut out work for myself, |
In the firat placse i obtained from eachh of ouwr
directors, and subsequently from many other frisnds, a list
of the names etc of their friends, then I had‘some cards‘

printed with nmy address'and that of the "Spandard", on each
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of which I endorsed the name and address of some one of these
gentlemen énd 2 memorandum on the corner of aach "Introduced |
by® etc ete with the signature of the person thus introducing
mee Having accumulated some hundreds of these cards, I
entered them all in & 1ittle book arranged according to
streets, and armed with these cards and book, I sallied ouw
every morning in ¥pursuit of gamé". Opposite each name of
a firm was a}blank space in which I dinserted a memorandum
of the result of each visit, and diligently following up
this plaﬂ, and kKeeping a daily record foi my fubure guidance,
I in the course of time secured an extenaive and valuable
commeation. My St John was in +the meantima busy in the
affairs of the O0ffice and in establishing agencies in
various'parts of the country, in which I occasionally
agsistad by visiting some of the large cities, such as
Boston, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Albany, Réchester, Chicago etc
In'short the ”Standard" became a success, Ky salary was
raised to $5,000, and ultimately to $7,000 and in 1870 I
obtained permission to visit England, énd the Directors
generously placsd an extra sum of £300 at my disposal to
mget the expense. 0f course my dear wife and daughter
accompanied me, and a very very happy time we spent dhiefly
at a cottage near Matlock bubt also at Trefrew in Wales,
returning to New York in the fall,

On the 9th April 1872 it pleased God to take to
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Himself her who for 44 years had been my dear and loving
companion and ﬁost affectionate wife, and on the 12th her
dear remaing vere conveyed to Gréenwood cemetery where they
now rest in a beautiful spnt on Fountain Hill,"in sure and
certain hepe of a Jjovful rssurrection."

Soon:after her dear grandmothér's death, Annie
Matheson came out to us and remained with us till the
following spring. During her visit we all visited Hiagara
together accompahied by *Minnie" Bullock, and also spent a
Tew very happy days with us 2t the hospitable home of our
friend Mr FProthingham on the Hudson and one very pleasantAday
with Mr Beecher at his home Peekskill. But I nesd not entex
on further particulars as to her'visit except to say Fhat
while with us she endeared herself to memy of our friends,
’so that when after her return to Fngland it was made known
among them that a bazaar was to be held in Nobbtingham to
| neet thé expense O0f re-pewing her father's chapgl and for
sundry other ﬁurposes, and I vrovosed to them that we shoﬁld
have a "Yankee Stall®* there, surmounted with the "Stars and
Stripes® in connecﬁion with our own glorious "Union Jack"'
and at which Annie was to preside, the appeal was most
generously responded to and oontribuﬁions of éll kinds
poured in upon me from all quarbters, . Among them were many
pretty things supplied by the inmates of the ¥Young Womeﬁ's

Home", an excellent Institution with which our good friend




Hrs Charles Field was intimately connected, and in’which
youilg women of.good character eﬁployed or seeking employvment
in various occupations in the city weré provided with an
inexpensive and comfortable home.  Annie Felt much
interested in these young peoylse, and by the generous aid
of my friends Harper furnished the ®Homa" with a number Of
good books the nucleus of a more extensive library for thelr
nsa. In grateful acknowlsdgenent of which services, and

to shew their personal raspect for Annie, these young women

when told about the Bazaar, set their bugy fingers to work,

and contributsed many very pretty articles. It astonishes

almost as muech as it delighted me to find with what alacrity

‘our friends came forward to assist, so0 that in a very short

time our rooms wers pretty well filled with a great variety
of useful and ornemental artigles t0 be packed and forwarded
by uS. Wothing was charged by‘m& steamship friends for |
conveying them to Liverpool — the agents fhere parformed
their services gratuitously, and the British Consul at New
York gave up his usual fess, so that all was dellivered at
Hottingham free of expense, The "Yankee stali® became a
great atiragtion, and contributed.a goQ? share to the
generai result which was in svery way gratifyinge. The nett
procseds of Sales not only sufficed to pay off the debt, but

a large surplus was left which was in my opinion very
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appropriately'disposed of, being given to Mr and Mrs Matheson

for the purchase of return tickets to New York to see us
and to convey the thanks of Priar Lene to theiy American‘
friends. Peréy.accompaniad them, and after a very
delightful visit returned home, taking dsar Xetie with tham,
in Mov. 1874, the dear girl having bean with us since AuZ.
1873, Isabel rercined with us having arrived among us in
fug. 1873, Willie followsd in 1875 and Harry to the
Centennial Exhibition in 1876. I ecannot enter into further
detail but may much better leave it o éach oite of them to
tell of 4trips to Bostoﬁ, Niagara, Canada, the White Mountains,
Lake Ceorge, the Oatskill Mountains, Philadslphia, Deleware
krﬁafér Géﬁ, eﬁé,ketc;‘éﬁd‘df their éxjeriaﬁéesﬁamong‘bur -
many deaf friends in Brooklyn, New quk, cornwall, Jonkers,
¥est Pbint, West Pamms, Statsr Island, Bay Ridge, Paterson
ana elsewhere, ali of which I trust ﬁave left Bary pleasant
memories which perhaps one or more of them may some 83y
commit ﬁo writing for the bené:it of their grandchildren.>
.I must bring my somewhat too profuse talse to an end. In
March 1879 having for soms time past had a great 1onging>to
spend if possibls the short remainder of'my life among
children, grandchildren and friends in England, and feeling
myself no longer competent to the right diseharge of my

duthes as President of the "Standard" and thersfore not

i
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earning the liberal salary hitherto allowed me, and morsover
seelng the necessity of greater economy on ths part of the
Company arising out of the formidable competition with other
Companies I resolved as a question of feeling, duty, and
expediency to offer to resign my office provided an annuity
for 1ife of about one third of my salary was allowed me. |
This proposél was with their usugl generosity responded to$
by the directors who entered into a Bond granting to me
$£2,500 per anmum for life, and'in‘the following wonth (April
1879) we a8l1ll paid a final adieu to our many dear frisnds

in America.

April 24th 1882,

' I thought I had finished my marrativé, but on
looking through it I find that while I have bestowed much
(pernaps t0oo much) of my tediousneas on my very early days,
I have alﬁogethér omitted to meﬁtion circumstances of mudh
more interest, some of which are of a recent data. Indeead
I find that my memory of some events of my childhood is

; much more clear in inecisive than of those of the laﬁer days
of my 1ife. And I am told that this is not an uncommon
experience among octogenariahs. It does seem very strange
nowever, that in compiling the above little narrative, I
should for the time have entirely forgbtten what I must now

-relate, viz. that in May 1877 I once more obtained leave of
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absence and visited England with Polly and Isabel, and vwe.
all three, accompanied by Bliza and Lily went to London and

after spending a few days there went off to the Isle of

foxd

iignt, After this Polly visibsd her friends lMys Cropper

and Mary Foreman while Biiza, Annie, and I went off together

bo Scotland, spent a few days very haprily with my dear 0ld

friend George Hobson in Glasgow. Thencs he aceompanied

us via the Xyles of Buie to Oban where we became,acquaintedV
witn Hiss Jenmnens and her young cousin bily Wills., = Our
frdend Robson accompanied us from Ohan via Delmelley and
Loch Lomond to Tarbeb and Arracher, and thencs via Loch
_Katrine tc Callender, whers we parted with him; he Lo o 0
Glasgow and we to BEdinbro' stopping a day or two on our way
at the Bridge of Allan and Siiriing.

After spending a few d&yé at Rdainburgh, and one
very ¥»leasant day in company with our friend Mrs Wérden on‘
2 trip to Hawthornden snd - we tookK our
departurs vy rail to Marple, but at Manchesber we were met
by Mr Carver who informed us of a somewhat serious'accident
by which Isabsl was just then confined to hex hed, in
conseguence of which her mother nastened nome, But as
Polly had engaged Lo meet ug at Marple I,r@nainea there at
the house of our friend Mr Hassey. Thence iﬁ a few days

Polly and I instead of returning to Nottingham started off
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tokﬁalvern and thence to Bristol and Clifton, returning

by way oi Gloucestsr, thence to Hewport, Ampthill and
Hitehin. Sizxty years had passed away since I left this
plage of ny appfanticeship! I wandersed ahout among my old
haunts like an old Rip van VWinkle. = Went into the 01d shop
and asked pemission to go behrind ﬁhe counter,  All the old
Tfamiiiar faces had vanished, with one only exception, Mr
Palmer to whose mother I was apprenticed. When I left, he
was a vigorous, active, wide awake business man. Now
feeble, tottering and grey headed. The change was'very
,affecting, but as L thqught.gggg,much more .. apparent iﬁ
Lim than in nyself alﬁhoﬁgh he was but a few years my senior.
As with this exceptlon all whom I had ever Kknown had passed
awvay, I bethought me of visiting the o0ld Baptist burying
ground and to look around for familiar naxes there. I was
~£old that the key was kept by Mrs Woodruff, so I called at
her house and obtained it from hew. In my time there was

a Stevhen Woodruff, one of the choir at the old chapel,

and a teacher in the Sunday School with whonm I hecame rather
, intimats. So I asked the young woman who gave me the key,
PAre you any way related Lo my old friend?" And then
explained to her my intimacy with a young man hearing the
Same name. A few questions and answers followed, and ab
last she said "Oh yes, that Stephen Voodruff was my husband's

grandfather!® "Surely", I thought, *T must be gebting to be

|

e o st i 8
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an 0ld manl®

On reaching Notiingham we wers rejbiced o Tind
Isabel so far regovered as to be once more nev dear active
little self. Polly. and I then went ﬁo oxford with Percy,
and afterwards.we‘all (by ®aii I mean we Yankees and the
Matheson family) took up our quarters for a few weeks atb
Baslon ﬁhére the Buchanans~wereialso staying. And soon our
delightful visit to Engiand came to an end, and in September
ve weres once ﬁore gsettled down in our own qguiet home at

Brooklyn.

July 8th 1883,

In the above “reminiseeﬁces“ I havé made but
slight, if any, reference t0 some more or less important
events, and incidents which i héve nbw ieasonAto think will
be interesting to those for thm I wrote. I therefore add
the following as a sort of "supplement'.

And first - As to the circumstancss which first -
made me acquainbted with her who for more than forbty years
was ny dear companion and most loving wife. My earliest
recsollectiions of her go vack 0 the time when I was a
schoolboy at Market Harborough.  Her father and uncle
(brother?) were the medical attendants when there was any
gickness among us. Happily I knew but little of them in
this capacity, and the most I saw of them or of any of the

family was at the chapel, where she who afterwards was "all

i oD



the world to meY was one of a bevy of neatly dressed and

smiling young lassies vho came Lyobtting in wibth their white

EN

Frociks and trim cottage bonnetis and red moroncco shoes,

\

They were seven in number, viz. Mary Ann, Ellszabeth, Sophy,
Martha, Kate, Loulsa axi Saran, Cen 1t be wondersd at

-that as this 1ittie rroces sion entered the chavel and passed

S ir sight of our pew it often excited the attention and

D

admiration of myself and my schoolfellows, and the Hevgat
girls were often tailked of emony us? ¥ell, that is about
all I saw of them unbtil some yvears afterwards when while I
was residing at Newport Pagnel, several of them, Biizabeth
among the rest, becsme schoolfollows with my sisters at
Hrs ¥Waxd's Acédemy at Newpord, znd were now and then-
invited ﬁo our house. I think this was just after my
ieturn from my first trip to America. After thig, in my
‘ﬁrequent journeys Lo Lelcester and Noiiinghem, I was
ceasionally the bearer of a let ter, or parcsl, or nessage
from one oy othsr of these young ladies to their parents,
or %o such 6f their sisters who haﬁ left schooli.  So it
became guite a habit with me when the coach pulled up to
change horseg at the Swan, to jump off my sea¥, run up‘td
¥r Heygate's, exchange a few words and smiles, and pass a
few minutes very agreeably until the coach stonped at the
door and I went on my journey.  This aontinﬁed after
Elizabeth, Sophie and Martha had left school and tﬁo o

three of the younger ones remained behind. Wow and then I



drove down {0 Leicester wiith some merbers of wmy family,
and then we were always warmly welcomad, and instead of a
fer minutes, spent an hour or two awcng ithem. At last T

was fairly caught; and faneving from one ox Ltwo glances

whizh had passed across the tabie, and from other
cireumstancas that possibly my own ;ee’ltgg wers responded

to, I could not rest until I had made them known, and had
bagged by letter nermission to correspond with her who had_
won my affections. I was not doomed to remain long in
susﬁense. I was afiex id told thait on receipt of ny
letter engulries were made from Hrs Vard as o what she
knew of my hablts and character and my prospects in lifs,
and ﬁhesa'being satisfactorilﬁ,answerad, I was sooin
permitted to make my first appearance ab Hayxet Harvbrough'
as anvavowed lover, and was, without much ado, frankly and
lovingly accepted. Ali this occurrsd geveral yesars afterl
RBiizabeth had left school. Heanwhile the sldest sister

Mary Ann {(with whom I was never personally acquginted) had

v

-

been removed by death, -and Tlizabsth had becore her nobhert!s
#pioht nand man® and chief manager of the housshold, & fit
proparaetion for the duties she so ably discharged when the
dear woman left the house of her fablhers %o becoms my'wife
and assume the reins of govermment in a new sphere. - And

thus ends the story of my courtship! I may now add, that

of this fina family of girls one only ( sarah) now remains.

a3
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little warmhearted cousin Carrie Waterman.  Marina became
the wife of Henry Goédard, and this *fruitful vine" hore
fruit whieh isvto be found scatieresd in many paris of
England and America. Harry at Horthampton, wiliiam and
Fred atv Nottingham, Loulsa at Souﬁhampton, Hary at Portsmouth,
~Arthur and Frank in New York, while_ﬁ@@@ {perhaps the best
-of the whole lot which 1is saying a good deal) has notb yetA
been induced to change her name, and spends most of her tinme
in the family of her brother William, with occasional
itineraries among the families of her brothsrs and sisters
and making herself generally usefgl, especially when
marriages, births and such like evenis take place. Let us
hope thét shé'will efer long consent to.bscoma the nappy
wife of some still happier men, and so follow her dear
mother's examplel
7o return to the Heygates — Xaite (3 very sweet
girl) died unmarried. Louisa became the wife of Joseph
Nunnelley, (Johnts younger brother). ‘A1l these nhave Now
passed away, and poor Sérah is the only survivor, excapb
her brother Thomas.
I thought I had ended the story of my courtship,
but I may as well add that after my acceptance as a suitor,
my visits to Market Harborough beceme of course mbre

frequent and protracted until at length on the 6th August
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1828 being then thirty years of age and my dear Blizabeth
twenty five, having been for sbma time busy in prepaying
and furnishing my house, I bore off the prize, and after a
honeymoon spent chiefly in the Lake country, (driving my
own horse and "trapt) brought her in triumph to rule énd
reign in her own new little kingdom at Newportd Pagnél.

¥ith what a loving and grateful heart do I close
these 1litile records, and how gpecially am I called upon to
be grateful‘ﬁhat in nmy old age, thouzh in one sense it is

my lot to “finish my journey alone®, my life is continually

chesred and renderad very happy by the affectionate and

untiring attentions of my children, the respect of many
loving friends both here and in Amsrica, and the assured
hope and convietion that my deay grandchildren sre one by

one as they advance in 1ife, taking thelr proper station

.din the world and in the church and acquiring and degerving

the love and esteem of &l1ll1l around them. tRless the Lord

on! wmy soul’- Amen,

William Cripps.

July 8th 1882,
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Vore ®Last words®,

I think my descendants will be interested in
knowing something of the Hanson femily who for many years
were among our most intimate friends. It is a tale 1 love
+£0 tell. From my earliest days I was in the habit of
hearing from my dear mother wonderful stories 'of her
rollicking pranks with her friend Betsey Davis when they were
both in their teens,

Their girlhood was spent together at Sherrington,
and they were both of them very lively young maidens. How
my'dear mother did like to talk of Betsey Davis and their
- jolly doings! to which my young ears were always oﬁen.

But by ﬁhat time many years had passed away, and they had
lost sight of each other in the great throng, and it seemed
very iﬁprobable that they would ever meet again. At length
however, (I think it was in 18235) my dear mother being in
London was invited to a little tea party, at whieh she found
herself seated by the side of a comely old lady with whom
she soon 5ecame deeply interested, or as she used to say

"I felt somehow drawn towards her.® I the course of their
cosey chat, one expréssion after another fell from the lips
of her friend which awoke many byegone memories, and caused
my dear mother at last to exclaim "I do think I am talking
to Betsey Davis!i® “Then".said her companion %you must be

Sukey Rogers" (my mother's maiden name). and so 1t was
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that these two chums renewed their fomer friendship.

Each had "wandered mony a Wéary_fit sin' auld lang syne."
Each had becoms the mother of many children, and each had
also becoms a "Mother in Israel"; a faet of course whiech
bound them to each other in still mors powerful and tender
~ties than had existed in ghelr early and less thoughtful
days.  From this time the two families, although living
far apart, became very intimate.

Betsey Davis had marryied a Mr Hanson whose home-
and warcehouse were in Bodoiph Lane, London; He was an
.imborter of foreign fruits, and in thoée days when neither-
oranges nor nuts, nor arangé wine were forbiddeﬂ, it was a
pleasant thing to spehd an hour oxr SO with the Hanson
ramily after dinner, and Bodolph Lane becams a favoribe
resort whenever I went to Londomn. They were an intelligenﬁ
and most'agreeable family, four boys and five girlis, and we
frequently exchanged visits. A few years‘afterwards Mr
‘Hanson died, and to the great surprise of all his friends
it was found that when all debis were paid, the widow and
her nine children were left in comparative poverty. The
business could not he carried on, and the dear 0ld lady with
her young brood removed 10 a cheaper residence somewhere in
Shoreditch,‘and found it very difficult to maintain their
position in society. I may meﬁtion that Mr and Mrs Hanson

had for many years been somewhat influential members of My



Binney'!s church at the "Weigh house". They bore up bravely
in their poverty, servanis were discharged, strict economy
became the order of the day, the young ladies did all ths
usual household work, and became their own dressmakers,

but at length the day camé when it was neéessary o dip

into the slender capital on the interest of which they had
hitherto subsisted, and the future looked very dark, Still
they struggled on, working hard,/livingvvery aconomically,
and trustiﬁg in Providence as to the future, And that good
Providence soon appeared for them in avmanner and from a
qﬁarter most unexpected, They wers allyassembled at
breakfast one morning, when a letter came addressed ﬁo Mrs
Hanson, It was from a lawyer al Leeds informing her that
an old iady had recently died bequeathing to her and herx

family, legacies to the amount of £40,000!  As Mrs Hanson

. was not personall¥ acquainted with any such lady, she dare

not believe that such good news could be true, and wrobe

t0 the lawyer ezmpressing her belief that these legacies
were intendéd for some other family of the same name. The
reply soon came, and contained the4agreeable assurance

that there was "no mistake, ™

' I 1ove to tell this story because of the sequel.
On enquiry it was found that when Mr Hanson first commenced
business he was very successful, but that a young friend of

his}who had gone into bhusiness at the same time, found'it



very difficult to get along, and becoming embarrassed and
discouraged saw nothing before him but ruiﬂ. In these
circumstances he soughf the sympathy and advice of his friend
Hanson, telling him that hé had struggled on as long as he
could, and now feared that unlsss he gave—up at oneca hé
would soon be involved in greater and insurmountable
difficulties.

“Wéll" said Mz Hanson, "wefore I offer advice
would you have any objection to shew me your books?® vont
no", was the reply, "that is just what I hoped you would do;
I have nothing to\conceal, pray come with me and look into
my affairs, and then give me the hest adviece in vour power,*
So with a heavy heart he accompanied hié friend to his place
of business, and a thorough examination was entered into,
at the close of which Mr Hanson gaid "Why ny dear fellow,
there is nothing much amiss, don't talk of giving up,
things will soon rignt themselves, your busginess appears -
to_héve been so far well conducted, chesr up, all you want
is a 1ittlé present cashl"  "Anl® said the poor man,

"that is just what I do want, but I don't know where to find
it." "well® replied Mr Hanson, *I heppen to have a good
balance at my bankers just now, and no immediate use for it.
It is sufficient to meet your present difficulties, and is

very much at your serviece." The generous orffer was joyfully

accepted, present difficulties were ait once overcoms, the
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business was carried on with new energy and success, The
loan was repald, and at length after a prosperous career in
London Sufficient wealth was obtained to enable its possessor
to leave the metropolis and establish a bahking business

at his natiVe town in Yorkshire. He afterwards died,
leaving all his wealth to his wife. Heantime all intexrcourse
with the Hansons had long ago ceased, and though neither of
them4had forgotten old times and old friendships, each one’
became S0 busily occupled in his own affairs that all
correspondence hetween the friends had ceased. When
however the good widow came to make her will, she was

. somewhat puzzied to know how to dispose of all the pronerty.
She had no child, no near relatives, except two or thres
whom she did not much care for, and who were‘already well
provided for, At last it occurred to her "I wonder what
has become of my husband's old friend Hanson, ﬁo whose
kindness I have often ﬂeard him éay he was in early life
savéd from impending bankruptcy? Who knows? perhaps he
‘may now be needing assistance." So she caused enquiries

to be made, and the result was ﬁhis handsome 1egécy. The
family now removed to a nice villa in Clapton, the old lady
set up her Ybrougham"* and livery servant, and spent the
evening of her life in'quiet enjoyment and in doing good
and then passed away to the "rest provided for her." I
"will not attempt to follow the fqrtunés of her children, bub

the career of her eldest son Davig deservesa notice. He .
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was a very clever boy. Mr Rowland Wilkes (an attorney of
some celebrity)tock him into his office while vet the
family were struggling with their poverty. Davis soon

made himself usefui and from an office boy was promobed to

a clerkship. At length My Wilkes introduced him to lLord

Durham who had just been appointed Goveimnor of Canada and
he accompanied his Lordship there as his private Secretary.
on his return to England, young Davis was appointed to some
legal office in Australia, where he afterwards rose to the
dignity of "Chief Justice" of the colony, received the
honour of knighthood, and his widow "Lady Hanson®" is now
living in London.

A So much for the Hanson family, Now a few words
about the Scudders. I think it was in 1864 that we first
nmetl with them; and it was in this wise. My dear wife and
I set off on our'usﬁal'autumn holiday, taking the o rning
boat from Néw York to Albany, en route for Lebhanon (the'
Shaker settlement) and thence to Vermont. But as we
approached the highlands on the Hudson, the Catskill
mountains stood out so grandly and\so invitingly, that as my
dear companion had never been there, I propossd that we
should leave the boat at Catskill Landing, and spend a day
or two at the "Mountain House", We arrived there the same
evening and in time to enjoy a glorious sunset, and a
splendid evening view o'er river, hili and valley extending

some seventy miles north and to a still greater distance




99.

to the south and west. Next morning, after an early
breakfast, we prepared fory a long ramble over the mountain
top, but justias ve were starting a smard shower came on,
and the weather 1odked So unsettled that ny dear wife was
afraid to venture ouﬁ; so when the rain subsided I set oul
alone., And it was during this ramble that I first met with
Mr Scudder. Ve had both arrived almost simulbaneously ab

a point from which a most glorious sceng had burst upon our
view and rivetted our atitention. It was nearly the highest
point among the 'Ypuddingstone™ rocks, and commanded a view:
of the whble valiey of the Hudson‘with its numerous villages
and bright cornfields as far as the sye could reach. Among

the first words spoken by my new friend afiter gaging awhile

in silent admiration were these "All this and Heaven at last!®
We felt at ohce iike oid friends, and pursued our walk _
together. On our return to the'hotel I found ny dear wife
guietly seated with her crochet work at the window, and in
full chat with a lady who was soon made ﬁnown to me as Mrs
Scudder the wife of my companion.

We found both of them to be most agresable and
intelligent. They too, like ourselves were enjoying their
autumnal holiday, intending after a day or two on the
Gatskilis, to finish uwp with a visit to some friends living

among the Berkshire hills in Massachusetlts. That evening
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our acquaintanee bécame s0 far ripened into Trisndship that
by mutual consent we sach of us agreed‘to give up a part
of our original plan; they agfeeing to accompanv us. to
Lebanon, and we to alter our roube and spend a week or two
with them among the Berkshire hills. And it was further

| arrangad, that where railway travelling was not convenient,
we should at joint expense hire a carriage and pair, In
thus travelling together it may well he imagined héw
thoroughly intimate we bscame, and whaﬁ‘an inéight we
obtained into each others hisbory and domestic 1ife. It
was on this journey that we first visited Stockbridgze where

the Scudders!'! friends were residing in the house once

occupied by the celebrated Jonathan Edwards, and in which
village some memberé of the Beecher famlily were now iiving.
Ve were very much chammed witﬁ the scenery among the
beautiful and well cultivased hiils,vand the romantic valley.
of the Housatonic, and also with a trip to Lenox, Pitisfield,

Great Barrington etc. I‘gggg‘mention one incident_whieh
occurred on this joﬁrney and occasioned much merriment then,
and many a time since then. Among other tories of
conversation I one day spoke of a lawsuiﬁ I onge was engaged
in at Boston, and told my companions how one day my 1aWyer
on coming out of court asked me to go home and take tpot

luck® with him, a proposal to which I gladly assented,
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anticipating as I did a "jolly good dinner" followed by a
pleasant hour or so over the bottle stc etec. "ANAT, said I
"What do you think they gave me for dinner? Why, nothing
but salt fish, and my friend being a teetoller there was

absolutely nothing to drink hut cold water. Salt fish and

. eold water!  Was it not a "sell™. *By the bye" said I

*perhaps you know my lawysry Mr Sam Hubbard?® ¥ Sam Hubbargdl
exclaimed Mrs Scudder "I guess I do know him, he is ny

father!® I ought to a2dd in explanation, that it was on a

Saturday that I partook of this %jolly dinner", and that

it is throughout New England a very common and time honoured
practice to dine off salt fish on Baturday, and to brsakfast
on fishcakes on Sunday. ¥o doubt this practice originated
in a patriotic desire to encourage the New England fisheries.
To return now to our new friends the Scudders.
Prom thié time during the remainder of our American 1if§,’
wa had much very pleasant intercourse with this amiable
famiiy. They fesided in a snug gnd elegant villa aﬁ |
Brookline near Boston and therevwe.always received a mosb
hearty welcome. They afterwards visited Nottinghem, and
it was under their kind care that in 1873 deaxr Katie went
out to America. The environs of Boston are full of beauty,
and Brookliné is surrounded by fine scenery through which
we had many pleasant drives. Many years ago when I took

the chair at a public meebting held for the purvose of
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introducing Fred Douglas who was then travelling through
England delivering lectures on hehalf of the Anti-slavery !
cause, I had occasion to refer to what I had witnessed of |
the bitter controversy on this subject then raging in

Boston between the friends and opponents of the infamduS'
"Fugitive Slave" law recently enacted by the United States
Congress, and lamenting that in Boston which boasts of their
Fanuel Hall as being the "eradle of liberby"® a vparty should
exist who upheld this most cruel enactiment, I felt it to be
due to the better vortion of the commumity residing in that
great'city which I loved so well, to say & few words to the
following effee£ -~ viz that from the top of the State Houss,
overlooking.the city, the bay, and the surrounding country,“
the eye rested on as much of natural beauiy; domestic comfort,
honest and successful enterprize, and as much mental and moral
excellence, and love of freedom as}could be found in =an

equal area in any part of the world. I thought so then,

and i #hink,so still. And as my thoughts wander back to

that neighbourhood and I call tq mind the man& happy days

I spent there among the hospitable and kind’hearted reople

to whom I was introduced by my dear old friend Col. Loring.

I love to think of the delightful evénings at Jamaiea I v
Plains in the hospitable home of good Col. Bovliston; at
Newton Corner with my friend Gardiner Colby; at the chearfﬁl

and elegant cottage which was the home of my friend Charies
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Guild and his charming and ascomplished wife the daughter of
¥r Blliot, CGovernor of Massachusetts; at Dorchestex with
Dr_Codman; and onece at Quiney where I had the honor of
taking tea and spending the evening "t8te t8te" with the

venerable John Adams, one of the signers of the Declaration

of Independence, the friend of Washington, and next to hin

President of the United States, The grand 0ld man was at

the time of my visit more than ninety years of age, hale and

hearty, and with 211 his faculties, mental and physiecal
apparently unimpaired. His sistér, a fine old maiden lady,

made tea for us, and presided at the table. I have always

felt it to have been a great honour o receive the

hospitality, and to bé {so to speakx) introduced to the
friendship of so disbinguished a family. I nesd say nothing
in this connection of my freguent visits t5 the Farnsworths
whose house at Roxbury was indeed almost a second home to me,
- I have mentioned Dr.oqdman, and I am tempted to
tell of a droll ineident in connection with him., = When my
brother and sister went to Am#rica with me in 1845 the good
Doctor was our fellow passanger, and so also was Dr Parkman.
Now Codman, though somewhat bluff in his manners, was a very

agreeable companion, albeit extremely orthodox, while

Parkman was a very quiet, gentlemanly 1littls men, the pastor
of a Unitarian church in Boston. At that time a very hrisk

controversy was being carried on between thsse rival




104.

denominations, so that "the Jews had no dealings with the
Samaritans®, And so it happened that these two good men,
though living for many years in the same community had really
no personal knowledge 0of each other until they ﬁere throen
tozether on board shivn on their return fyom a visit to
England. Now howevel, being thus necessarily brought very

close together, religious prejudices and animosibties were

laid aside, and much pleasant conversation occurred in which

it was my brother's privilege and mins to take a part, so
thiat we.all became very intimate. We spent two Sundavs on
board when sach bf the good men took hnis turn in conducting
the services; in which of couwrse all ccnﬁrove:sial topics
were carefully avoided. Well, as we were nearing Bosion,

I was one day pacing the deck between these two divines,
when our quiet 1little friend Parkman, speaking of the A
happiness it had afforded>him to meet and hold such pleasant
intercourse with his orthodox opponent, with whom, though
near neighbours, ne had now for the first time bsen brbught
into personal contact, said in the warmth of hies heart "I
have been thinking dbrothsr Codman how very~pleasant it might
be for us 10 exchange pulpits now and then., " The proposal
startled his orthodox companion, who in his vexy bluff,'but‘
by 1o means unkind manner, replied at once "I will preach

for you with pleasure if your people will hear me, but?
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(with a very droil twinkle in his eye)} "you shan't prsach

for me bhoughl® This 1ittle speech and rejoinder, so

characteristic of the two good men, afforded me muech
amusenent at the time and seems to me to.deserve mention

in these reminiscences,

WVilliam Cripps.

July 13, 18823,
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