L_I_Lther.§ Are Moving to 'hiladelphia .

Valley

By HELEN M. WHITE
Of The News Staff

The mid-Ohio Valley is losing
‘one of its most outstanding and
unusual artists.

By the time this is in print,
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick (Mar-
garethevon Glenn) Luther of De-
vola will be gefting settled in
tneir new home in Philadelphia,
having left Devola on July 17.
| Both Mr. and Mrs. Luther are

artists. He does fine wood car-
vings and intricate inlay work,
but her talent — creating mas-
terpieces of art from paper and
scissors — is extremely rare.

Not only does Mrs. Luther cut
large pictures comprised of
many figures, but she ijs well
known for her shilouetie por-
traits. Hundreds of these charm-
ing pictures, most often of chil-
dren, hang in homes in Marietta
and Parkersburg.

To her, anything and every-
thing suggests a picture, land-
scapes and bufldings, flowers
and animals, grasses bending in
a breeze or a bee exploring the
heart of a rose.
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Perhaps most of all, Mrs. Lu-

well-loved {airy story.

It is impossible to describe the
intricate lovliness that she
creates from a piece of paper
and a pair of tiny scissors. It
has to be seen fo be believed,
and even then it is hard to credit
ones own eyes, -

+ Fascinated By Silhouette
“When I was 13 years old, one
day I saw an ordinary, solid sil-
houette in a shop window. I was
entranced with this heavy,
black-on-white picture and im-
mediately went home and tried
to make one,” she smiled.
 From that day on Margarethe
Luther has never lost her fasci-
nation with the art possibilities
offered by paper and Scissors.
Entirely self-taught, she has
worked fo develop an ait that
she has brought to an unbelie-
veable degree of perfection and
beauty.

In fact, so rare is her skill in
this field that there is no name
! \for it in the art world, nor is
there anyone else known who
can duplicate the exquisitely
fragile pictures she creates, with
. |her tiny scissors.

“Por want of a better name, I
. {eall my work, ‘Scissors Art’, but
 ithat isn't" very descriptive,”
Mrs. Luther, a small, shy, un-
pretentious woman, smiled.

Mrs. Luther starts with a
piece of tough white paper
which she paints black on one
side. On the white side, she pen-
i cils in a rough sketch,

Then she cuts away every-

ther prefers to cut the Madonna|
and Child, or a scene from some; ;: -
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- MOVING — Mr. and Mrs,
Frederick ' (Margarethe von
Glehn) Luther of Devola who

~have received wide recogni-

tion in the field of art, are

thing but the web-fine lines of

the sketch and just the right/ing and piano in Pelershurg,

areas to give it all a correct ae-

cent, When this is completed,
the picture-to-be Jooks like a|she smiled sadly.

mass of tangled black threads.
The finished cut - out, fila-

ment fine and fragile, is turnediluf the Czar, were refugees fiee-
ing from the wrath of

black side up, carefully straight-

ened and mounted on while pa-

per or silk with specks of pasle
sparingly applied from the tip of
a needie. The result is breath
{aking.

Mrs. Luther, a native of the
small Baltic Sea country of Es
tonia, is also an accomplished
artist with oils, water color and
pastels.

Took Lessons At Five

“When 1 was only five, I be-

ne of

moving o Philadelphia. The
Luthers have lived Devola
sinee 1955 and will be missed
in art cireles in the mid-Ohio-
Valley. (Photo by Helen M.

White.) : 4

gan studjring painting and draw-

Russia. The outbreak of World
War I put an end to all that,”

From then on she and her par-

‘band and two small sons were

ents, who were personal friends

the Bol-
shevists. Later, when World
War 11 erupted, she and her hus:

again in~the slogging refugee,
columns wandering over Eur-f

Tope. |

But through all this, Marga-
rethe von Glehn Luther man-
aged to hang on to her faith and
her tiny scissors. 3

The Luther family came fo
this country in 1955 and settled
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Estate Given To Church

The 88-vear-old multi-million-
aire has given her entire estate
and priceless art collection to
'the Lutheran Church but resery-
ing it as her home as long as she
lives, 1-
| Under their contract with
Mrs. Tonner and the Lutheran
Church, Mr. and Mrs. Luther

|will have their own large home
'on the estate and be responsible
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s I e S ey ployed 10 keep the liwns, trees,
R Y A o e shrubs, flowers and gardens in

order,

“I will now be able to devote
my time to my art,”” Mrs. Lu-
ther said. "In the winter, Fred
will have some spare time for
his art, t00."che added.

Sad to leave their many good
friends in this area, they are
nevertheless excited over the
new prospect.

Sad {o see them go, their host
of friends and acquaintences are
‘happy for the advantages the
.move offers them,

The mid-Ohio Valley has lost a
'pair of charming residents as
well as a rare and famous art-
ist, .
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RARE ART — This Natuivily | cannot be seen with the naked | making pictures from pa
scene made by Mrs. Marga- | eye giving an etheral, over-all | and tigypsciﬁsnrs o mI::hpen
rethe Luther of Devola is cut | aspect to each work of art she | high degree of perfection that
from one large sheet of black | produces. Mrs. Luther has | she stand$ alone in this field
paper. Fine details in her cut- | brought her self-taught skill ot ' of ari. (Photo by Helen M.
tings are so delicate that they | White.)

in Devola. Their two sons, Lars! Mrs. Luther worked at theilarge, 17-acre Glen Foerd e
.and Hoigar, are married men Marietta Public Library fnr-'lyjfg’alﬂng the Délaware ;?it
now each holding a doctorate in nearly 10 years and “more : 2
their chosen field. During the recently, in a large Marietta de.| Al Present the estate is owned
time they lived in Devola, Lu- partment store in their art andiP¥ Mrs. Florence Foerderer
P}ler worked for Neil Christy. | gift department on a part - time' Tonner.

The Christys were lovely fo us. schedule. |

We shall certainly miss them,”! In Philadelphia, Luther will

ithey said. '‘manage the pgrounds of the
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